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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM T. JENKS, OF TOLEDO, OHIO.

IMPROVEMENT IN KEY-RINGS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 135,712, dated February 11, 1873,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wirriax T. JENKS, of
Toledo, in the county of Lucas and State of
Ohio, have invented a new and Improved
Key-Ring, of which the followin g is a specifi-
cation:

Figure 1 is a side view of my improved key-
ring, showing it opened. Fig. 2 is a side view
of the same, showing it closed. Fig. 3 is a sec-
tion of the same on the line C C, Fig. 1.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts, .

This invention consists in a key-ring, formed,
as to its main portion, of one piece of metal,
bent into a circular form, with its ends nearly
meeting, and, as to its supplementary part,
of a pivoted clasp, which fits in g depression
formed by notching said ends, so that it will
perfectly coincide with the inner and outer
edges of the ring, and thus form smooth or
continuouns surfaces, as hereinafter described.

In the drawing, the letter A represents a
ring of round or flat metal, of suitable size
and in one piece, and so made that its ends
@ b nearly meet, though not quite. B is g
" curved lateh, pivoted at d to the ring, near

one end of the same, and made U-shaped in
Cross - section, as shown in Fig. 8, so that it
will, when folded over the ends of the ring, as
in Fig. 2, embrace

and close the same and

cover their sides. The end portions of the
ring are slightly notched on the outer edges,
as shown in Fig. 1, to allow the clasp to sink
in as far as Possible, and to leave no projec-
tion around the periphery of the rin g, as indi-
cated in Fig. 2.

This construction of ring will permit of eon-
venient opening and closing, and is further-
more inexpensive. Besides this, it will not
catch upon or materially wear the pocket in
whichitmay be carried, and hasno shoulders or
other projections of such a character as to en-
gage with the key-bows, or cause them to be-
come entangled or “ bunched,” as is frequently
the case with other rings of this class.

Having thus described m ¥ invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— -

As a new and improved article of manufac-
ture, the key-ring herein described, formed of
the circular piece A, cut out or notched at the
ends, and the clasp B, pivoted thereto at d,and
adapted to complete the circle when closed, in
the manner desecribed. :

WILLIAM T. JENKS.

Witnesses: :
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