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This invention relates to improvements in table con-
stfuction and more particularly to a container-table which
can be conveniently used for toy trains and tracks, for
picnics, as a breakfast ot card table and for a variety of
other purposes.

It is an object of the instant invention to provide a con- @

tainer-table which when open will substantially support

“articles but when closed will also provide a container for

the articles.
. - :Another. object is to provide a container-table which in
the closed position requires but slight storage space.
Other .objects are to decrease work, prevent loss, and
in general to increase tidiness. ‘
' Additional objects of the instant invention will. become
apparent in the course of the following specification. -
In the attainment of the aforesaid objectives, subject
container-table is made in two embodiments, In the first
embodiment, the container-table is constituted of a rec-
tangular deck member around the periphery of which is
an upwardly directed rim. On each side of the rectangu-

lar deck member is a hingedly attached leg member which ¢

serve in the closed position thereof to form with the deck
and rim a container. From the closed position, each
leg member is designed to be rotated through 270° to the
fully opened position in order to provide sturdy legs on
opposite sides of the deck member for the elevation there-
of in a horizontal position above the fioor or ground.
The second embodiment is similar to the first except that
two like transversely foldable deck members are used
with each deck member supported by two leg members
similar to the leg members of the first embodiment.

The invention will appear more clearly from the fol-
lowing detailed description when taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings showing by way of il-
lustration the preferred embodiments of the inventive con-
cept.

In the drawings:

Figures 1-3 show the first embodiment of the contain-
er-table constructed in accordance with the principles of
this invention, and in which;

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the container-table in !

the completely closed position;

Figure 2 is an end view of the container-table shown in
Figure 1 but in the partially open position; and

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the container-table
shown in Figure 1 but in the fully open position.

Figures 4-5 show the second embodiment of the con-
tainer-table and in which;

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the container-table
in the partially opened position; and

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the container-table
shown in Figure 4 but in the completely closed position
as shown by the solid lines and in the partially opened
position as shown by the dot-dashed lines.

Referring now in greater detail to the first embodiment
of the container-table shown in Figures 1-3 where like
reference numerals indicate like parts, reference numeral
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10 indicates the deck member, and 11 and 12 the leg
members.

The deck member 10 is constituted of a rectangular
flat surface portion around the peripheral edges of which
is the upwardly directed rim 13. The rim has a substan-
tially uniform but relatively slight height in order that the
deck can be readily accessible. The deck and the rim may
be formed from any suitable material and the rim may
be attached to the peripheral edges of the deck in a known
manner or may be integrally formed therewith. The
shape of the deck need not be rectangular but could be,
for example, circular.

The leg members 11 and 12 are similar and éach is
constituted of the spaced parallel side members 14 and
15 and the spaced parallel end members 16 and 17. The
side member 14 of each leg member has a height greater
than that of the rim 13. The side member 15 may have
a height substantially equal to the height of the side mem-
ber 14 or it may have a less height as illustrated ‘or it is
even possible to use only one side member 14. Each end
merhber 16 and 17 has a height equal to that of the side
member 14 minus the height of the rim 13 so that, as
shown later, when the leg members are rotated over the
top of the deck the end members Will be superposed on
the rims at the ends of the deck member. The corre-
sponding ends of the side and end members are fastened
together by any suitable means and in siich a manner that
the peripheral or marginal edges on one side of the frame-
like structure formed by the side and end members will
be in the same plane. Over the marginal edges of the
side and end members in the same plane a cover member
18 is attached by any known means.

The free edge of each side member 14 of each leg mem-
ber 11 and 12 is secured by the known hinge members
19 to the bottom edge of the rim 13 or the edge of the
deck member 10 on opposite sides of the rectangular deck
member and in such a manner that with the leg members
rotated over the top of the deck member the end mem-
bers of each leg member will be superposed on the rims
at the ends of the deck member.

In operation:

In the fully closed position, the cover members 18 of
each leg member are rotated over onz-half of .the top
surface of the deck member 10 (Fig. 1) and are releas-
ably attached thereto or the rims thereof by the known
latches 20, one-half of each of which is attached to the
leg member and the other one-half to the rim. In the fully
opened position, the leg member 11 (Fig. 1) is rotated
clockwise (Fig. 2) until (Fig. 3) one end of each end
member is substantially perpendicular to the rim or deck
member which rests thereon. To prevent accidental clos-
ing of the leg members, the braces 21 coacting with the
pins 22 may be used.

In the second embodiment of the container-table shown
in Figures 4 and 3, reference numerals 3¢ and 31 indicate
two rectangular deck members hingedly joined by any
suitable means (not shown) end on end. In the fully
opened position both deck members are in the same plane
but in the closed position the hinged means is so arranged
that the deck member 30 (Fig. 4) can be rotated clock-
wise to be superposed on the bottom surface of the deck
member 31. Reference numerals 34 and 35 indicate the
leg members for the deck member 39 and reference
numerals 32 and 33 the leg members for the deck mem-
ber 31.

Each deck member is provided with an upwardly di-
rected rim around the three outer peripheral or marginal
edges but not necessarily along the line of jointure of the
two deck members.

The leg members 32, 33, 34 and 35 are substantiaily
the same as the leg members of the previously described
first embodiment, and latches and braces may be used as
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in the first embodiment for securing the members in the
fully opened and the fully closed position.

In operation:

In the fully closed position as shown by the solid lines
in Figure 5, the deck member 30, the leg members 34 and
35 being in the closed position, is rotated clockwise until
superposed on the bottom surface of the deck member 31
whereupon the .two portions of the container-table are
secured together by any suitable means (not shown).

Upon the release of the fasteners holding the two portions !

together, the deck member 30 (Fig. 5) is rotated counter-
clockwise about the transverse hinged line of jointure un-
til it is in the plane of the deck member 31, the successive
stages of rotation of the deck member 30 to the plane of
the deck member 31 being shown by the dot-dash line of
Figure 5. With the deck members 3¢ and 31 in the same
plane, the leg members 33 and 35 are rotated clockwise
(Fig. 4) and the leg members 32 and 34 counterclock-
wise for the horizontal support of the deck members in
the same manner as described under the first embodiment.

While there is above disclosed but two embediments of
the contajner-table, it is possible to produce still other
embodiments without departing from the inventive con-
cept herein disclosed, and it is desired therefore that only
such limitations be imposed on the appended claim as are
stated therein, or required by the prior art.

What is claimed is:

A container-table comprising two rectangular deck
members, the deck members having substantially the same
dimensions, means for hingedly securing the deck mem-
bers along corresponding ends with the deck members in
the same plane in the open position and with one of the
deck members superposed on the bottom surface of the
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second deck member in the closed position, the outer
peripheral edges of each deck member having an up-
wardly directed rim of substantially uniform height
formed therearound, a leg member for each side of each
deck member, each leg member having spaced parallel
side and end members, one side member having a height
greater than that of the second side member and greater
than that of the rim, each end member having a length
substantially equal to one-half the width of the deck mem-
ber, one end member having a height substantially equal
to the height of the side member of greatest height less
the height of the rim, the second end member having a
height substantially equal to the height of the side mem-
ber of greatest height, means for securing the end and
side members of the leg member along corresponding ends
with the corresponding edges on one side of the members
in the same plane, a cover member disposed over the edges
of the members in the same plane, means for hingedly
securing the free edge of each side member of greatest
height to opposite sides of each deck member with the
end member having a height substantially equal to the
side member of greatest height less the height of the rim
superposed on the rim at the free end of the deck member.
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