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The invention relates generally to drawers 
for file-cabinets. More particularly the inven 
tion relates to that type of file-cabinet drawer 
Which is formed of sheet metal, embodies a drop 

5 front and has laterally projecting runners at 
the side margins of the bottom for sliding en 
gagement with grooves in the sides of the 
cabinet. 
One object of the invention is to provide a file 

10 cabinet drawer of this type in which the sides 
are provided at the lower margins thereof with 
OutWardly extending flanges, and the bottom is 
formed Separately from the sides and is arranged 
So that its side margins are secured to the flanges 

5 of the Sides and form with the latter runners 
for the drawer. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a drop front file-cabinet drawer of the last men 
tioned character in which the side margins of 
the bottom project beyond the flanges on the 
Sides and are bent in Wardly into overlapped rela 
tion with respect to the flanges so that the run 
ners are of triple thickness and are exceedingly 
durable and well adapted to the purpose for 
which they are designed. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a file-cabinet drawer of the type under consider 
ation in which the back is formed integrally with 
the sides and is provided with an outwardly 
projecting flange at the bottom margin thereof, 
and the rear margin of the bottom is extended 
So as to lap the flange on the back and is bent 
upwardly with the flange So as to form an inter 
locking connection. Whereby the back and bot 
tom are permanently secured together. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a drop front file-cabinet drawer which 
is generally of new and improved construction, 
may be manufactured at a comparatively low 
cost and is reinforced so that it is durable. 
Other objects of the invention and the various 

advantages and characteristics of the present 
drawer construction will be apparent from a 
consideration of the following detailed descrip tion. 

The invention consists in the several novel fea 
tures which are hereinafter Set forth and are 
more particularly defined by claims at the con 
clusion hereof. 
In the drawing Which accompanies and forms 

a part of this specification or disclosure and in 
which like numerals of reference denote corre 
sponding parts throughout the several views: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective of a drawer embodying 
the invention; 
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iFig. 2 is a vertical transverse section illustrating 
in detail the manner in which the side margins 
of the bottom are fitted to and lapped around the laterally extending flanges on the sides so 
as to for in runners for the drawer; 

Fig. 3 is a vertical longitudinal section dis 
closing the interfitting connection between the 
back and botton of the drawer; and 

Fig. 4 is a Section on the line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 
jha drawer which forms the subject, natter of 

the inventioin comprises a body 5 and a drop 
front 6 and is adapted for use in connection with 
a file-cabinet of the type that comprises side 
Walls which have in the in:her faces thereof hori 
Zontaliy extending vertically spaced grooves. 
The body 5 coinsists of a substantially flat, rec 
tangular icotton 7, a pair of sides 8 and a back 
9. The sides 8 project forwardly from and are 
formed integrally with the end margins of the back 
9 and are provided at the lower margins thereof 
With outwardly projecting flanges 10. These 
flanges, as indicated in Figs. 1 and 3, terminate 
inwardly of the front ends of the sides and 
extend at right angies to the sides. 
elongated strip of sheet 2etal is preferably used 
to form the sides 8 and the back 9. This strip 
is bent transversely so that it is U-shaped and 
forms the sides and back of the drawer. The 
back 9 serves to kiold the sides 8 in spaced rela 
tion and is provided at its lowei' margin. With a 
rearwardly extending fange ii. This flage is 
bent so that it extends upWardly aind is Spaced 
froin and substantially parallel with the back. 
The bottom 7 is formed from a plate of sheet 
metal and is separate fl'On the sides and back. 
The side margins of the bottorn 7 are extended. 
They abut, against the under faces of the flanges 
10 and erody outer portions 12 which are bent 
upwardly and inwardly so as to overlap the 
aforesaid flainges and form an interiocking con 
nection between the sides and the hotton. The 
portions of the side inargins of the botton which 
underlie and Overlap the flainges, together with 
the flanges 10, constitute laterally projecting 
runners for the drawer. These runners are 
adapted to fit slidably in the grooves in the sides 
of the cabinet with which the drawer is designed 
for use, and serve to support; the drawer so that 
it may be readily shifted into or out of the 
cabinet. By arranging the outer portions 12 
of the side margins of the bottom so that they 
Overlap the flanges 10 of the sides, the runners 
are of triple thickness and no rivets or other 
Securing devices are necessary to connect the 
Sides and the bottom. The real' margin of the 
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2 
bottom 7 is bent upwardly so that it fits against 
the Outer face of the flange 11 on the back 9 
and embodies an outer portion 13. The latter is 
doubled back so as to lap the front face of the 
flange 11, and forms with the flange an interlock 
ing connection whereby the back 9 and bottom 
7 are permanently connected. The front end 
of the bottom 7 is provided with a pair of fianges 
14. Which project upwardly and are located di 
rectly in front of the portions of the side mar 
gins of the bottom that are associated with the 
flanges 10, and form the runners for the drawer. 
The fanges 14 lap the outer faces of the front 
ends of the Sides 8 and are Secured in place by 
rivetS 15 So as to form a rigid connection between 
the sides and the front end of the bottom 7. 
In order to avoid sharp edges, the upper margin 
of the back 9 and the front and upper nargins 
of the sides 8 are doubled over, as at 16. The 
front margin of the botton 7 is doubled over, as 
at 17, and is cut away as at 18, so as to facilitate 
removal of the articles that are filed or stored 
in the body 5. To strengthen the drawer-body, 
the front ends of the sides 8 are provided with 
instruck ribs 19. The iatter extend vertically and 
serve to prevent, longitudinal bending of the 
sides. The botton 7 of the body 5 is provided 
along the front margin tiereof with an upstruck 
rib 2.0. This rib joins the lower ends of the 
ribs 18, operates to reinforce the front end of 
the botton and tends to prevent forward dis 
placement of the articles within the body 5. 
The drop fiont 6 consists of a rectangular 

front member 21 and a pair of hinge-bracketS 
22. The latter are secured to the ends of the 
front; member and erybody real'Wardly extending 
hinge-pieces 23 which lap the flanges 14 and 
are pivotally connected to the front ends of the 
sides 8 by rivets 24. These rivets extend through 
the sides 8 and the real ends of the fianges 14 
and permit the drop front to swing vectically into 
and out of its operative position. The hinge 
pieces 23 embody outwardly extending fia(nges 25 
which form continuations of the runners and 
fit slidably in the grooves in the sides of the 
cabinet with which the drawer is used SO aS 
to support the drop front, in its closed position. 
The herein disclosed drop front file-cabinet 

drawer may be mainufactured at a low alid rea 
sonable cost by virtue of the fact tilat it consists 
of but a small number of parts. By providing 
the sides of the drawer with laterally extending 
flanges and bending the side margins of the 
bottom around these flanges to forril 1'unners, 
the construction of the drawer-body is sinplified 
and no attaching devices are needed to connect 
the rear ends of the sides to the botton. 
The invention is not to be understood as re 

stricted to the details set forth, since these inay 
be modified within the scope of the appended 
claims, without departing from the Spirit and 
scope of the invention. Having thus described the invention, What I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is: , 1. A file-cabinet drawer of the type described, 
comprising a back, a pair of sheet metal sides 
connected to and projecting forwardly from the 
ends of the back, the intermediate and rear por 
tions only of the lower margins of the sides being 
extended and bent outwardly to form integral, 
laterally extending flanges, a, sheet metal bottom 
formed separately from the sides and having the 
intermediate and rear portions of its side mar 
gins extending under and doubled back over the 

1,936,86? 
flanges to form triple thickness runners for the 
drawer which terminate rearwardly of the front 
ends of the sides and have clear spaces directly 
in front thereof and along the front portions of 
the lower margins of the sides, and a drop front 
for the drawer embodying brackets at the ends 
thereof extending rearwardly and lapping the 
front ends of the sides and connected pivotally 
to said front ends of the sides so that they are 
free to SWing downwardly across Said clear Spaces 
when it is desired to drop the front to permit 
of access to the interior of the drawer by Way of 
the front of the drawer. 

2. A file-cabinet drawer of the type described, 
comprising a back, a pair of sheet metal sides 
connected to and projecting forwardly from the 
ends of the back, the intermediate and rear por 
tions. Only of the lower margins of the Sides be 
ing extended and bent outwardly to form inte 
gral, laterally extending flanges, a sheet metal 
bottom formed separately from the sides and 
having the intermediate and rear portions of its 
Side margins extending under and doubled back 
over the flanges to form triple thickness runners 
for the drawer which terminate rearwardly of 400 
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the front ends of the sides and have clear spaces 
directly in front, thereof and along the front poi 
tions of the lower margins of the sides, the front 
portions of the side margins of the bottom being 
bent upWardly and Secured dilectly against the 
outer faces of the front ends of the sides in order 
to effect direct connection betweein the fl'oint end 

05 

of the bottom and Said front ends of the sides 
and to form single thickness reinforcing flanges 
for said front ends of the sides, and a drop front 10 
for the drawer embodying brackets at the ends 
thereof extending irearwardly and lapping the 
front ends of the sides and connected pivotally 
to said front ends of the sides by rivets extending 
through the aforesaid side-reinforcing flanges so 5 
that they are free to Swing downwardly across 
said clear spaces when it is desired to drop the 
front to permit of access to the interior of the 
drawei by way of the front of the drawer. 

3. A file-cabinet drawer of the type described, 20 
comprising a back, a pair of SideS Coninected to 
and projecting forwardly from the ends of the 
back, a sheet metal bottom connected to the back 
and sides and embodying an upStiruck rib along 
the front margin thereof operative to reinforce 
the botton and to prevent articles in the drawer 
from Working out through the front of the draw 
er, runners at the lower margins of the sides ter 
minating rearwardly of the front ends of said 
sides, and a drop-front embodying brackets con 
nected pivotally to the front ends of the sides. 

: 4. A file cabinet drawer of the type described, 
comprising a back, a pair of sheet metal sides 
connected to and projecting forwardly from the 
ends of the back and embodying vertical instruck 
ribs in the frontends thereof for reinforcing pur 
poses, a sheet metal bottom coinnected to the 
back and sides and embodying an upstruck rein 
forcing rib along the front margin thereof, said 
last mentioned rib. bsing joined to the lower ends 
of ribs on the sides and operating to prevent acci 
dental displacement of the articles in the drawer 
through the drawer front, runners at the lower 
margins of the sides terminating rearwardly of 
the front ends of said sides, and a drop-front 
embodying brackets connected pivotally to the 
frontends of the sides. 
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