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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, HUGH. W. CoLLENDER, 

of New York city, in the State of New York, 
have invented an Improved Chalk-Holder for 
Billiard-Table; and I do hereby declare that 
the following is a full and exact description 
thereof, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings making part of this application. 

Previous to my invention the chalk-boxes or 
receptacles for holding the chalk have been 
Composed of Wooden or metallic dish-like hold 

f 

ers, arranged at various points beneath the 
cushion-rails of the tables, (generally one at 
each end of the table and two at each side,) and 
so formed and mounted on vertical pivots or 
bolts that they might be vibrated or turned 
under the said rails out of the Way, the rails 
forming a cover to the chalk-box when its con 
tents were not needed. To this, almost univer 
Sally employed, kind of chalk-box there are 
very serious objections, with which every room 
keeper must be familiar, chief among which are 
the liability of the box to get loose or broken 
off, and the annoyance to the player of often 
getting choked, open, and in the Way. Being 
supported at one end by the Vertical pivot or 
screw by which it is attached to the table, it 
follows, as a necessary consequence, that when 
more chalk is carelessly put into the box than 
it is intended to hold, any effort to close it or 
shut it under the rail, out of the way, will 
cause the chalk to Wedge down, the box, and 
either loosen or break its coupling Or pivot at 
tachment; and, even when carefully used, it is 
apt to be often left open by the player to the 
annoyance of his opponent or himself. 
Myinvention has for its main objects to over 

come all the objections embraced in the ordi 
unary chalk-box, and, at the same time, provide 
the table with chalk-receptacles Which may be 
rendered ornamental in their appearance; and 
to these ends and objects, my invention coln 
sists in a stationary or fixed receptacle, located 
at as many and such points about the table as 
may be deemed expedient, and provided with 
a suitable cover to hide the contents of, and, 
when closed, give a unique appearance to, the 
chalk-box or receptacle, as will be hereinafter 
more fully described. 
To enable those skilled in the art to make 

and use my invention, I will proceed to more 

fully describe the construction and operation 
of my improved billiard-table chalk-receptacle, 
referring by letters to the accompanying draw. 
ings, in which- - - 

Figure illustrates, in perspective, a portion 
of a table provided with my invention. Fig. 2 
is a similar view, except that in the latter the 
receptacle is shown as if open. Fig. 3 is a ver 
tical section through the center of the box; 
and Fig. 4 is a similar section, showing a modi 
fication of my invention. 
In the Several figures the same parts are 

designated by the same letter of reference. 
A represents the body of what is known as 

one of the new design bevel-tables. B is the 
box or receptacle for holding the chalk, and C 
is its lid or cover. The box B may be made, 
as shown, of cast metal, as may also its cover 
C, or it may be made of Wood or other mate 
rial. If Imade separately from and attached to 
the table, as shown, it will probably be most 
expedient to have the box and its sliding lid 
cast of the desired pattern, either of bronze 
metal or of iron, and then painted and finished 
to correspond with the finish of the table. The 
cover or lid C is made to slide, somewhat after 
the fashion of the revolving cover of a desk, 
and may be so shaped and arranged that it will 
automatically close itself (after having been 
pressed back, by hand) by its own Weight; or 
it may be otherwise arranged, as seen at Fig. 
4, and provided with some sort of spring device, 
as at d, to effect the automatic closing. The 
receptacle or boxB is stationary, is of the proper 
capacity to contain the usual or a sufficient sup 
ply of chalk, and is so shaped and located that, 
while it will be entirely out of the way, at all 
times, of the player, it will be easy of access, 
and will form a part, apparently, of the body 
of the table, and its ornamentation. By having 
the box B of such size that it Will contain two 
or three pieces of chalk (such pieces as gene 
rally prepared for billiard-table use) the lia 
bility of an over-charge (when the propernum 
ber of pieces is supplied to the table) will never 
tend to any strain on, or derangement of the 
parts, since any such overcharge can only pre 
vent the lid C from wholly closing. 

It will be understood that in carrying out my 
invention any number of the chalk-boxes may 
be applied to the table at such points as deemed 
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best, and that they may be either applied to or Having so fully explained my improvement 
formed with the body of the table, and of any 
pattern or design desired, according to the style 
of the table. 
The feature of the automatic closing of the 

box-cover, either by gravity or some suitable 
closing device, may of course be dispensed with, 
and the box be provided with a cover which 
will require to be closed by hand, without de 
parting from the main feature of my invention 
or losing the main advantages thereof, the gist 
of such main feature of novelty resting in the 
idea of the stationary and conveniently-located 
receptacles, provided with some sort of cover 
ing and finishing lid or device. 
I do not, therefore, wish to be understood as 

limiting my claim of invention to any particu 
larities of pattern or design in the box or its 
covering device, or to the location on or ar 
rangement with the table shown; but 

that any one skilled can make and use the in 
vention, what I claim as new, and desire to 
secure by Letters Patent, is 

1. Achalk-box or receptacleforbilliard-table, 
composed of a stationary holder suitably pat 
terned and located, and provided with a cover, 
which, when closed, forms part of the holder, 
and covers its contents. 

2. A stationary chalk-box provided with an 
automatically-closing coverorlid, substantially 
as described. - 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand and seal this 26th day of June, 1873. 

HUGE W. COLLENDER. L. s. 
Witnesses: 

J. McINTIRE, 
W. H. MYER. 


