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57 ABSTRACT 
A method of controlling the fixing temperature of a 
powder image comprises the steps of detecting electric 
power, which is supplied from a power source to a 
heating element that is contained in a powder image 
fixing unit to heat the image, by means of a power de 
tector, and controlling the power supplied to the heat 
ing element in accordance with an output signal from 
the detector, thus preventing a variation in the fixing 
temperature which might result from a fluctuation in 
the source voltage. 

6 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures 
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1. 

METHOD OF CONTROLLING FIXING 
TEMPERATURE OF POWDER IMAGE IN 

ELECTROPHOTOGRAPHC COPYING MACHINE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
The invention relates to a method of controlling the 

fixing temperature of a powder image in an electropho 
tographic copying machine. 

It is well known in the art of electrophotography that 
a powder or toner image obtained on a copy sheet can 
be fixed as a permanent image by causing the toner to be 
melted under heat to be fused with the copy sheet. A 
heating element may be used to this end and directly fed 
from a power source. A fixing unit of this kind is subject 
to a large variation in the amount of power supplied 
thereto in response to a fluctuation in the source volt 
age. Since the power supplied to the heating element is 
proportional to the square of the source voltage, it can 
be seen that the power may vary as much as 50% be 
tween source voltages of 90 and 100 volts, for example, 
as shown below. 

1102/902-12100/8100- 1.5 

This results in a large change in the fixing temperature, 
and causes a substantial degradation in the fixing char 
acteristic of the powder image to the sheet, 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A change in the fixing temperature, which results 
from a variation in the power supplied to the heating 
element used for heating the toner image can be pre 
vented by detecting the amount of power supplied from 
a power source to the heating element by means of a 
power detector, and properly controlling the power 
supplied in accordance with an output signal from the 
power detector. 

Therefore, it is an object of the invention to provide 
a method of controlling the fixing temperature of a 
powder image which avoids the disadvantage found in 
prior art arrangements. 
The invention may be applied to an environmental 

fixing process in which heat radiation from a heating 
element is applied to the powder image or to a heat 
conduction process in which the powder image is 
brought into contact with the surface of a roller which 
is heated by a heating element. Alternatively, the inven 
tion may be applied to any other heat fixing process. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG. 1 is a schematic side elevation of an environ 

mental fixing unit to which the invention may be ap 
plied; 
FIGS. 2 and 3 graphically illustrate the operation of 

the invention; 
FIGS. 4 and 5 are block diagrams of embodiments of 

the invention; and 
FIG. 6 is a block diagram of the controller shown in 

FIG. S. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to FIG. 1, there is shown an environmental 
fixing unit having a relatively low heat capacity and 
hence a rapid heating response upon energization of the 
heating element. The fixing unit includes a pair of 
spaced rollers 1, 2 around which a belt 3 extends for 
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conveying a copy sheet S thereon. The unfixed toner 
image formed on the copy sheet is fixed under heat by 
its passage through a heating element 4 which is dis 
posed above and below the upper run of the belt 3. 
As shown in FIG. 4, the heating element 4 is fed from 

an a.c. source E through a control unit 5, and the 
amount of power supplied is detected by a power detec 
tor 6. Referring to FIG. 2, when a main switch of a 
copying machine is turned on, power is supplied to the 
heating element 4 at a higher power level until the 
temperature of the element rises to a given value, 
whereupon the power supplied to the element 4 is re 
duced to a low level so as to maintain its temperature 
constant. Subsequently when a print switch of the ma 
chine is turned on, the power supply to the element 4 is 
increased to a high level after a time delay ti and is 
maintained at such level for a given time interval T1 in 
order to avoid a temperature decrease which occurs as 
a result of heat dissipation by the copy sheet. Where 
plural copies are to be produced in succession, the 
power supply is switched to the high level after a time 
delay t2 from the beginning of each copy cycle and the 
high level is maintained for a given time interval T2. 

In addition, the power supply to the heating element 
4 is controlled by the control unit 5 which responds to 
an output signal from the power detector 6 in order to 
prevent a change in the fixing temperature which might 
be caused by a fluctuation in the source voltage. Refer 
ring to FIG. 5, the power detector 6 comprises a cur 
rent transformer 16 which senses the current flow to the 
element 4. The control unit 5 comprises a triac 7 and a 
controller 8. The element 4 is supplied with 100 volta.c. 
voltage from a commercial a.c. supply line through the 
triac 7. 
The controller 8 is shown in more detail in FIG. 6. 

Specifically, an a.c. output from the transformer 16 is 
rectified into a d.c. voltage by a rectifier 9. The pulsat 
ing output waveform of the rectifier 9 is smoothed by an 
integrator 10, which feeds an analog-to-digital con 
verter 11, thus producing a digital signal. The converter 
11 may comprise an arithmetic amplifier or a plurality 
of low cost comparators and is capable of providing a 
few bits to assure a smooth power control. The output 
signal of the converter 11 is fed to a gate circuit 13, 
which in turn performs a pulse width control of a pulse 
width modulator 12. The triac 7 is triggered by a vari 
able width output pulse of the modulator 12. In this 
manner, the duration of the power supply to the heating 
element 5 is controlled in accordance with the magni 
tude of the current which flows through the current 
transformer 16, thus avoiding a change in the fixing 
temperature as the source voltage fluctuates. 
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It is to be understood that the pulse width modulator 
12 is also subject to a pulse width modulation in re 
sponse to a controlling condition in the copying ma 
chine in order to achieve the power control mentioned 
above in connection with FIG. 2. As an alternative to 
the pulse width control described above, FIG. 3 shows 
the power being controlled, by the control unit 5 re 
sponsive to output signals from power detector 6, in 
terms of the number of a.c. cycles. 
While specific embodiments of the invention have 

been shown and described in detail to illustrate the 
application of the principles of the invention, it will be 
understood that the invention may be embodied other 
wise without departing from such principles. 
What is claimed is: 



3. 
1. A method of controlling the fixing temperature of 

a heating element contained in a fixing unit to maintain 
the fixing temperature constant despite fluctuations in 
the voltage of a power source supplying the heating 
element, the method comprising the steps of detecting 
the current supplied to the heating element using a 
current transformer to detect the power supplied from 
the power source to the heating element to provide an 
output control signal corresponding to the power sup 
plied to the heating element; and utilizing such output 
control signal to modulate the power supplied to the 
heating element to maintain constant the supply power 
to maintain the fixing temperature constant despite fluc- 15 
tuations of the voltage of the power source. 

2. A method of controlling the fixing temperature of 
a heating element contained in a fixing unit to maintain 
the firing temperature constant despite fluctuations in 
the voltage of a power source supplying the heating 
element, the method comprising the steps of: 

detecting the power supplied from the power source 
to the heating element by detecting the current 
supplied to the heating element using a current 25 
transformer to produce an a.c. output signal corre 
sponding to the power supplied to the heating ele 
ment; 

rectifying said a.c. output signal to produce a d.c. 
voltage signal having a wave form characteristic of 
the a.c. output signal; 

smoothing said d.c. voltage signal with an integrator 
to form a smooth d.c. voltage signal; 
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feeding the smoothed d.c. voltage signal to an ana 

log/digital converter for producing a digital signal 
corresponding to the smoothed d.c. voltage signal; 

applying the digital signal to a gate circuit for pro 
ducing a pulse width control signal corresponding 
to the digital signal; 

supplying the power from the power source to the 
heating element in successive pulses; and 

modulating the pulse width of the successive pulses 
with the pulse width control signal. 

3. A method of controlling the fixing temperature of 
a heating element, as claimed in claim 1, including the 
step of supplying the power from the power source to 
the heating element in successive time periods; and 
utilizing such output control signal to control the length 
of such time periods. 

4. A method of controlling the fixing temperature of 
a heating element, as claimed in claim 3, in which the 
power is supplied to the heating element in successive 
pulses; and utilizing such output control signal to modu 
late the width of the pulses. 

5. A method of controlling the fixing temperature of 
a heating element, as claimed in claim 3, in which each 
time period is constituted by at least one cycle of alter 
nating current; and utilizing such output control signal 
to control the number of cycles of alternating current in 
each time period. 

6. A method of controlling the fixing temperature of 
a heating element, as claimed in claim 1, the step of 
rectifying the output of the current transformer; con 
verting the rectified output into d.c. pulses; modulating 
the width of the pulses; and utilizing the modulated 
width pulses to supply current to the heating element. 

It is k 
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