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This invention relates in general to new and useful 

O 

5 
improvements in portable building construction, and more 
specifically to a portable floor construction. 
While there have been devised numerous types of por 

table floors wherein the portable floors are formed as 
entire units, there cannot be found on the market a por 
table floor wherein the portable floor is formed in Sec 
tions and which may be laid temporarily in a building to 
present a high quality floor which has the actual appear 
ance of a conventional type of oak, maple or other type 
of hardwood flooring which is laid in strips. 

It is therefore the primary object of this invention to 

20 

provide a portable floor construction which is in the form 
of a plurality of floor sections, each of the floor sections 
being formed of a plurality of hardwood flooring strips 
suitably secured together to form the sections, the sec 
tions being interlocked so that when the portable floor is 
laid, it has the appearance of a hardwood floor laid in a 
conventional manner. v. 

Another object of this invention is to provide an im 
proved portable floor construction wherein the individual 
floor sections are offset with respect to longitudinally 
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2 
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a sectional view through walls of a building 
and showing the floor conforming to the spirit of the 
present invention, the relationship of flooring sections 
being clearly illustrated; 

Figure 2 is a bottom plan view of one flooring section 
and shows the general details of the construction thereof, 
the view being on a large scale; 

Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view taken 
substantially on the plane indicated by the section line 
3-3 of Figure 1 and shows the details of construction 
of flooring sections and the relationship between abutting 
ends thereof; 

Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical sectional 
view taken substantially upon the plane indicated by the 
section line 4-4 of Figure 1 and shows the manner in 
which flooring strips of a flooring section are connected 
together through means of the transverse connecting strips 
and the clips carried thereby, also being illustrated is the 
relationship between transversely adjacent flooring sec 
tions; and 

Figure 5 is an enlarged fragmentary exploded perspec 
tive view showing the components of a flooring section. 
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that there is illustrated a conventional type of building 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, it will be seen 

which is referred to in general by the reference numeral 
10. The building 10 may either be a permanent struc 
ture in which it is desired to place a temporary floor, or 
the entire building 10 may be a temporary structure. The 
building 10 includes a portable floor, which is referred 

adjacent floor sections so that an end of a floor section is 
in abutting and interlocked engagement with a pair of 
floor sections whereby shifting of individual floor sec 
tions with respect to each other is prevented therefore 
eliminating cracks between floor sections. At the present time, there has been devised a system' 
for laying flooring strips to form a permanent floor on 
concrete sub-floors or bases. Such an arrangement is 
clearly disclosed in Patent No. 2,116,737 issued to Leon 
F. Urbain on May 10, 1938. However, while the par 
ticular floor system disclosed in this patent will form a 
tight interlock between the flooring strips without their 
being nailed down, it has not been adapted to portable 
flooring. 

Therefore, it is a further object of this invention to 
provide a portable floor construction which includes a plu 
rality of floor sections, the individual floor sections being 
in the form of flooring strips connected together by trans 
verse connecting strips carrying clips at spaced intervals, 
the clips being disposed between the tongue and groove 
connections of the flooring strips whereby the flooring 
strips of a floor section are rigidly connected into a single 
unit by the transverse connecting strips. 
A further object of this invention is to provide an im 

proved portable floor section which is formed of a plu 
rality of flooring strips connected together by transverse 
connecting strips, the undersides of the flooring strips 
being provided with a suitable vapor barrier and having 
secured thereto intermediate the connecting strips insulat 
ing material which projects below the connecting strips 
and forms additionally a cushion for the flooring section. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference beind had to the accom 
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to in general by the reference numeral 12, the portable 
floor 12 being the subject of this invention. The portable 
floor 12, includes a plurality of standard sections, which 

&o are referred to in general by the reference numeral. 14. 
The standard sections 14 are disposed in the central por 
tion of the floor 12 and are interlocked with end sections 
which are referred to in general by the reference numeral 
16. The end sections 16 differ from the standard sections 
14 only in that one end thereof is square cut for abut 
ment with the walls of the building, 10. The portable 
floor 12 also includes a number of half standard sections 
18 and half end sections 20 in order that a staggered 
relationship between these sections 14 and 16 may be 
provided. 
By providing the half sections 18 and 20, the sections 

14 and 16 may be so offset with respect to each other 
that the mating line between a pair of transversely adja 
cent sections will be aligned with the center of the next 
longitudinally adjacent section. By providing such an 
interlock, the normal gap which will occur between trans 
versely spaced sections is eliminated, and the floor 12 will 
have the appearance of a conventionally laid floor. 

Inasmuch as the various sections are substantially iden 
tical, the general details of the construction of the sections 
will be recited without specific application to any one of 
the sections. Each of the sections of the floor 12 is 
formed of a plurality of longitudinally extending flooring 
strips 22. The flooring strips 22 are conventional hard 
Wood type flooring strips and are connected together by 
longitudinally extending tongue and groove connections 
24. The individual flooring strips 22 are retained in con 
nected relation by a plurality of longitudinally spaced, 
transversely extending connecting strips 26. The connect 
ing strips are channel-shaped in cross-section, as is best 
illustrated in Figure 3, and have slidably carried thereby 
a plurality of connecting clips 28, which are best illus 
trated in Figure 4. The connecting strips 26 and the clips 
28 are those disclosed in Patent No. 2,116,737 referred to 
above, and no further description is believed to be neces 
sary. The ends of the connecting strips 26 are secured 
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to the edgemost ones of the flooring strips 22 by suitable 
fasteners 30 which are best illustrated in Figure 4. 

In order to provide a floor which is cushioned, sound 
and heat insulated, there is secured to the undersides of 
the flooring strips 22 between the adjacent connecting 
strips 26 blocks or strips of insulating material 32. The 
insulating material 32 is secured to the underside of the 
flooring strips 22 by suitable adhesive 34 which is pref 
erably in the form of an asphaltic compound so as to also 
present a vapor barrier. Et is to be noted that the insulat 
ing material 32 extends down below the connecting strips 
26 so as to rest upon the subflooring or base and fhereby 
form a suitable cushion for the floor. 12. 

0 

Referring now to Figure 2 in particular, it will be seen 
that there is illustrated the underside of one of the half 
sections 18. The flooring strips 22 of the half section 18 
are identical in length with the ends of transversely adja 
:cent flooring strips 22 being staggered. This provides 
tongues 36 and grooves 38 at opposite ends of the floor 
ing section 18 with the tongues and grooves being alter 
nated at opposite ends of the flooring strips. In this 
manner, identical lengths of flooring strips may be utilized 
to form the flooring sections and at the same time, provide 
desired tongue and groove connections at opposite ends 
thereof. V 

It is to be noted from Figure 1 that the flooring sections 
16 and 20, having square cut ends, are formed of flooring 
strips which are different lengths. The sections 16 and 
20 may either be specially formed, or maybe in the forms 

; of the sections 14 and 18, respectively, and then cut to 
length. 

Inasmuch as the flooring 12 is intended to be portable, 
there is no need to secure it permanently to its particuilar 
subflooring or base. However, if it is found desirable to 
secure the flooring 12 to a base as a permanent installa 
tion, a suitable adhesive or mastic may be utilized to 
secure the instilating material 32 to such base. 

From the foregoing description of the flooring 12, it 
will be readily apparent that a relatively small number 
of different flooring sections need be retained on hand 
in order to buildfloorings of any configuration. Further, 
due to the size and shapes of the flooring sections, it will 
be readily apparent that a portable floor may be easily 
stored, as well as easily laid and removed. Thus, the 
portable flooring 12 will be found to be very, convenient 
in installations where it is desired to remove the flooring 
for different reasons. For example, an arena which is 
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4. 
often used as a dance floor, but is also used for the pur 
pose of ice skating and the like. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly, all suitable modifications and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the appended claim. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
A portable floor construction comprising a plurality 

of flooring sections disposed in interlocked relation, longi 
tudinally adjacent sections being offset relative to each 
other whereby an end of one section is interlocked with 
portions of ends of two longitudinally adjacent sections, 
each of said sections being formed of a plurality of floor 
ing strips, said flooring strips having longitudinally stag 
gered ends presenting tongue and groove ends on said 
sections, individual ones of said flooring strips of adja 
cent ones of said sections being longitudinally alined, 
connecting strips extending transversely of said flooring 
strips and retaining said strips in said sections, heat and 
sound insulating material on undersides of said sections, 
said insulating material forming supporting surfaces for 
said sections, said insulating material of each flooring 
Section being formed in sections separated by said con 
necting strips. 
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