
R, G, WHTOCK, 

LOCK FOR ELECTRIC SWITCHES, 
APPLICATION FLED DEC 29, 1916. 

Patented Jan. 13, 1920, 1,328,109. 

ZZ 

Fig. 4. to 

I.7Lerator. 
Robert G. Al/7titloc/c, 

4ttorney. 

  



5 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ROBERT G. WHITLOCK, of Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. 

LOCK FOR ELECTRIC SWITCHES. 

1,328,109. specification of Letters Patent. Patented Jan. 13, 1920. 
Application filed December 29, 1916. Serial No. 139,443. 

To all whom it may concern. . 
Beit known that I, RoberT G. WHITLOCK, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Los Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles 
and State of California, have invented a 
new and useful Lock for Electric Switches, 
of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

means for locking electric switches, and the 
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objects of my improvement are, first, to pro 
vide a device of this nature that is adapted to 
be applied to any ordinary switch of the 
kind deseribed, without making alterations 
or changes therein; second, to make it impos 
sible to operate the switch when the device is 
in locked position; and, third, to effectually 
prevent the removal of the device when 
locked. 

I attain these objects by means of the con 
struction illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing, showing one specific form of my 
invention that is adapted for locking the ig 
nition switch of an automobile engine, and 
in which 

Figure 1 is an isometric. view of the com 
plete device; Fig. 2 is a longitudinal cross 
section through the center; Fig. 3 is an iso 
metric view of the part 16; and Fig. 4 is an 
isometric view of the part 8. m 

Similar numerals refer to similar parts 
throughout the several views. 
In the form of my invention selected for 

illustrative purposes, a portion of the in 
strument board of an automobile is shown at 
1. An ignition switch, of the button type, 
is shown mounted upon board 1, and pro 
vided with cover plate 2 and operating but 
ton 3. The latter is attached to the rod 4 
and is adapted to operate the switch proper, 
which is located behind board 1, and is not 
shown in the drawing. 
My invention comprises a plate. 5 pro 

vided, at the bottom, with a hinged member 
6 which is adapted to be secured to the in 
strument board by means of two counter 
sunk bolts inserted from the front. One of 
these bolts is shown at 7. The member 8 is 
similarly attached to the instrument board 
by means of two counter-sunk bolts, one of 
which is shown at 9, and is provided with an 
outwardly projecting lug 10 having a central 
hole 11 through it. The plate 5 is provided, 
at its upper end, with an elongated slot 12, 
through which lug 10 passes when the device 
is in locking position. The shackle 13 of 

padlock 14 passes through hole 11 to lock the 
device. 
The plate 5 is formed, near its center, with 

a cup-shaped depression 15, shown in the 
drawing as elliptical in cross section. This 
is for the purpose of providing an inclosed 
space for the outwardly projecting button 8. 
It will be seen that, by making this cup 
shaped depression of suitable size and form, 
two or more switch buttons may thus be in 
closed if desired. , . 

An essential feature of my invention is the 
manner in which members 6 and 8 are Se 
cured to the instrument board. For this 
purpose the channel shaped pieces 16 are. 
provided. These channels each have two 
holes 17, through which the bolts 7 and the 
bolts 9 are passed. The square nuts 18 serve 
to tighten these bolts in place against the 
inner surfaces of the channel webs, and the 
projecting flanges 19 serve to keep these nuts 
from turning. 
the bolts can only be tightened or loosened 
from the front when the device is in open 
position, and that it would be impossible to 
remove the nuts 18 from the rear, since the 
flanges 19 prevent their being turned. This 
construction effectually prevents the device 
from being tampered with, or removed, when 
it is in locked position. 
When it is desired to operate the button 3, 

the plate 5 is swung outwardly and down 
wardly into the position shown in dotted 
lines in Fig. 2. Y 
The form of construction shown in the 

drawing is particularly adapted to the pro 
tection of automobile switches and, when 
properly used, will prevent the car from 
being stolen, or used by unauthorized per 
sons, since it can not be started without op 
erating the ignition switch which is protect 
ed by my invention. I wish it to be under 
stood, however, that I do not limit myself to 
this particular use, and my device is adapted 
to many other uses with, or without, modifi 
cation of the form herein illustrated. All 
such uses and modifications of form are com 
prehended within the scope of my invention. 
I claim :, 
1. The combination of a board, a switch 

operating means thereon, a pair of plates 
on the outer-face of said board disposed on 
opposite sides of said switch operating 
means, fastening means, extending through 
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and engaging said plates and passing . 
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through said board, from the front thereof, 
means on the back of said board for holding 
said fastening means against removal re 
leasable from the front of said plates, a cover 
leaf hinged on one of the plates, and a 
keeper on the other plate, said cover leaf 
adapted to extend over the switch operating 
means and to be engaged by said keeper and 
when so engaged to cover the plate fasten 
ing means against detachment. 

2. The combination of a board, a Switch 
operating means thereon, a pair of plates on 
the outer-face of said board disposed on 
opposite sides of said switch operating 
means, fastening means extending through 
and engaging said plates and passing 
through said board from the front thereof, 
means on the back of Said board for holding 
said fastening means against removal re 
leasable from the front of said plate, a cover 
leaf hinged on one of the plates, a keeper 
on the other plate, said cover leaf adapted 

25 

to extend over the switch operating means 
and to be engaged by said keeper and when 
so engaged to cover the plate fastening 
means against detachment, and means for 
locking said cover leaf in engagement with 
said keeper. 

3. A switch lock comprising the combi 
nation of a board, a switch operating means 
thereon, a pair of spaced channels on the 
rear face of said board, nuts held in Said 
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channels against turning, a pair of plates on 
the outer face of said board opposite said 
channels and arranged on opposite sides of 
the switch operating means, bolts passing 
through said plates and board and screwed 
into said nuts from the outer face of Said 
board, and means hinged on one of said 
plates for covering the switch operating 
means and engageable. With the other plate 
adapted when SO engaged to conceal the 
heads of said bolts. 

4. A switch lock, comprising the combina 
tion with a board and switch operating 
means thereon, a pair of spaced channel 
members on the back of said board, a pair 
of nuts held against rotation in each of said 
channel members, a pair of plate members 
on the front of said board opposite said 
channel members, and on opposite sides of 
the switch operating means, a pair of screws 
passing through each of said plates and 
channel members, and screwed into the nuts 
in the latter, heads on said screws engaging 
the plates whereby the latter are secured to 
the board, a lug on One of said plates and a 
cover leaf hinged on the other plate adapted 
to extend over the Switch operating means 
to engage the lug and when so positioned to 
conceal the heads of the screws. 

ROBERT G. WHITLOCK. 
Witness: 

C. C. A. KIRKLAND. 
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