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5 Claims.

This application is a continuation in part of
my copending United States patent application
Serial No. 332,795, filed May 1, 1940, which appli-
cation matured into. Patent #2,357,555, dated
September 5, 1944. : .

This invention relates to improvements in first
aid kits. -

An object of the invention is to provide an
adhesive tape dispensing device for a first aid
kit. :

A further cobject of the invention is to provide
an adhesive tape dispensing device which in-
cludes rolls of tape which are laterally shiftable
from a retracted, unaccessible position, to a for-

ward fully extended accessible position over a |

work table.

Another object of the invention is to provide
means in combkination with said tape dispensing
device for automatically shifting the rolls of tape
from an accessible to an unaccessible position in-
cident to closing of the first aid kit.

These and other objects of the invention are
attained by the means described herein, and dis-
closed in the accompanying drawing, in which:

Fig. 1 is a front view of a first aid kit embodying
the present invention, showing the kit fully
opened and ready for use.

Fig. 2 is a vertical cross sectional view of the
kit taken between wall 28 and support member

32, looking toward the left between lines ¢ and b -

of Fig. 1, with the roll of tape in a forward, fully
extended position.

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 but showing
the roll of tape in a partially retracted position.

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3 but showing the
roll of tape in a fully retracted position.

Fig. 5 is a modified form of a roll support mem-
ber comprising a detail of the invention.

As disclosed in Fig. 1, the kit comprises a sub-
stantially rectangular fixed rear compartment 0,
which includes a rear wall 11, a top wall 12, a bot-
tom wall §3 and a pair of spaced parallel side
walls 14. It will be observed that the depth of
this compartment is equal to the width of top
wall 12, and that the bottom and side walls ex-
tend or project forwardly therefrom, for a rea-
son hereinafter more fully made apparent.

The front wall of the kit comprises a pair of
panels or doors 15, hingedly mounted one to each
forward vertical edge of side walls 14, by suitable
means, such as hinges 16, Fig. 2. In the pre-
ferred embodiment of the invention, strip member
T of one of the front panels is adapted to over-
lappingly engage the other front panel at its ad-
jacent edge when the panels are disposed in a

40

45

50

55

closed position, in spaced parallelism with rear
wall-t1.

As illustrated in Fig. 1, each of panels {5 com-
prises the rear wall of a so-called wing com-
partment {8 which is secured to and carried by
said panels. Each wing compartment may in-
clude a top panel 19, a bottom panel 26, and op-
posed side panels 21 and 22. If desired, the in-
terior of the wing compariments may be sub-
divided by means of shelves 23 to provide a plu-
rality of smaller subcompartments or pockets in
which medical supplies, and the like, may be
housed.

When the wing compartments are closed the
bottom panels 20 overlie the forwardly projecting
portion of bottom wall 13, side panels 2i abut
against the forwardly projecting portion of side
walls 4, side panels 22 are disposed in parallel
adjacency and top panels I8 are disposed in the
plane of top wall I2. Suitable latching means,
not illustrated, may be provided for maintaining
the wing -compartments in a closed condition
against accidental and/or unintentional opening.

The interiors of the fixed rear compartment
and the wing compartments may be rendered ac-
cessible by swinging said wing compartments out-
wardly from a closed position into the open or
fully extended positions disclosed in Fig. 1. It
will be noted that when the kit is thus fully
opened, side panels 2f of the wing compartments
extend forwardly of, and comprise a continuation
of side walls 14. ’

It will be observed that when the wing com-
partments are closed, their respective forward
open faces are adjacent to and in communication
with the forward open face of the rear compart-
ment. .

A tray or work shelf 25 is hingedly secured to
bottom wall {3 immediately in front of the rear
compartment, in such a manner as to be swing-
able between a vertical or closed, and s horizontal
or fully extended position. When disposed in a
vertical position, the shelf comprises a2 common
wall or partition member between the open faces
of the wing compartments and the rear com-
partment.- In the preferred embodiment of the
invention the surface area of the work shelf is
substantially equal to the area of the open face of
the rear compartment whereby articles housed
within the various pockets of the different com-
partments are precluded from being shifted from
one compartment to another during those periods
of time when the wing compartments are closed.
The work shelf likewise functions as a transverse -
reinforcing member for the kit when closed.




=

The work shelf is adapted to be lowered into a
horizontal position, Figs. 1 and 2, after the wing
compartments have been opened to fully extended
positions, for providing a work table extending
forwardly of the rear compartment and between
the wing compartments. Shelf 25 is adequately
supported. in a Lorizontal position by reason of’
contact with that portion of bottom wall: I8 which:
extends forwardly of hinge 26, by which the shelf
is pivotally secured to the kit. It should be obs
served that when the shelf is in a lowered posi-
tion it assumes an obstructing relationship with
and relative to the extended wing compartirients:
thereby preventing accidental or unintentional
movement of said wing compartmernts from- ex-
tended to closed positions.

Rear compartment 18 may be-sub-divided into a
plurality of pockets, one of which may be desig-

nated as an adhesive tape compartment- 27 de--

fined by end walls 28, bottom wall 13-and upper
wall 28. Rolis of adhesive tape, denoted gen-
erally by the numeral 39, are mounted upon- a
common spindle or shaft 31, the opposite ends
of which are journaled in support members 22.
Each support member includes. a forward notch
84 and a rearward notch 35, each of which is
adapted to receive one end of the shaft or spindle
3f.. The forward notches are disposed- adjacent
the- forward edges of their respective support

members for positioning. rolls: of tape forwardly :

of the rear compartment and overhanging the
work shelf, as disclosed in Pig. 2. . When. thus
positioned the tape is easily accessible to the
user-of the kit.

In the preferred embodiment of the invention 5

the rear notches are disposed at. an elevation

somewhat lower than the forward notches, said-

notches being interconnected by an inclined track.
31. Likewise the rear edges 38 of the. front
notches are preferably inclined rearwardly at; an-
angle of from 15° to 25° from horizontal, as illus~
trated. Such construction facilitates seating: of’
shaft-3{ therein when it is being-shifted forwardly
from the rear notch-to- the front noteh. Such
construction likewise permits. the shaft to- be.
automatically lifted upwardly and oub- of- the-

forward notches and onto- track- 87 incident-to-

lifting of the work shelf from-a fully extended:
position upwardly to a vertical position,.as- dis-
closed in Fig. 3.
on track 37 it will roll or gravitate: down-the in=
clined track thence into the rear notehes. When
the shaft engages the rear.notch the rolis of tape
will - be- entirely housed within- compsrtment- 27
so-as to be entirely clear of and-te the rear-of
work shelf 25.

When the kit is first opened-shaft 34 may be
pulled forwardly for shifting it- from the- rear

Once the shaft has beern:placed- 5
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noteh to the forward noteh.. When the kit is being.

closed-the rolls of tape will be automatically dis-
placed from-the forward-to the rearward-notches.
incident to movement of the work-shelf- from-a-
horizontal to a vertical position.

With reference now to Fig. 5 it-will be observed
that-a modified forin of spindle or shaft support-
ing member includes an-upper track element- 49

having a lower edge 41 spaced above the forward-

upper edge &2 of support member 32 by a dimen-
sion substantially equal to the diameter of shaft
2f. "This construction preventsthe shaft or- spin-
die from becoming disassociated- from- its support

members incident to rough treatment of the kit, -

since-surface 4! will limit the vertical travel of-
shaft or spindle 81. ) )
It should be understood that various modifica-
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tions and changesin the structural details of the
device may be made, within the scope -of the ap-
pended claims, without departing from the spirit
of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A first ald kit of the class described com-
prising' g rear fixed compartment, & work shelf
pivotally mounted-te the front-of said compart-
ment for controlling access thereto, said shelf
mounted for movement t6 a raised position for
precluding access to said compartinent and for
movement to a lowered position for providing a
work- table extending forwardly from said com-
bartment, an adhesive tape compartment having
therein" a pair of laterally spaced support mem-
bers; dn adhesive tape roll-supporting shaft ex-
tending. between said members with the ends
thereof supported one by each of said members,
each support member including forward and rear-
ward shaft-receptive notches interconnected by 2
shaft- supporting track: member, said forward
noteh being disposed adjacent the forward portion
of the tape compartment for projecting a roll
of tape forwardly of said compartment and over
said work-shelf when said shaft is seated in said
notch, said rearward notch being disposed remote
from- the forward portion of the tape compart-
ment-by an amount sufficient to dispose a roll of
tape entirely within said compartment and to the
rear of said work shelf when said -shaft is in said
rear notch.

2. A:first aid kit of the class described com-
prising a'rear fixed compartment; a work shelf
pivotally mounted to the front of said compart-
ment for controlling access thereto, said shelf
mounted for movement to a raised position for
precluding access-to said compartment and for
movement to a lowered position for providing a
work: table extending forwardly from said com-
partment, an adhesive tape compartment provided
within said compartiment; said tape compartment
having therein a pair of laterally spaced support-
members, an adhesive tape roll-supporting shaft
extending. between said members with the ends
thereof supported one by edach of said members,
each support member including:forward and rear-
ward shaft-receptive notches interconnected by a
shaft-supporting track member, said track mem-
ber inclined downwardly from the forward to the
rearward noteh of each supporting member, said
forward notch being disposed adjacent the for-
ward portion of the tape compartment for pro-
Jecting' a roll-of tape forwardly of said compart-
ment -and over said work shelf when said- shaft
is seated in‘said notch; said rearward-notch being
disposed reniote-from the forward portion of the
tape compartment-by-an-amount sufficient to dis-
bose a roll-of tape entirely within said compart-
ment and to the réar of said-work shelf when
said- shaft is in said rear notch, said shaft
adapted-to be automatically displaced from the
forward notches onto the inclined track members-
when the roll of tape carried on said shaft is en~
gaged by said work shelf incident to movement
from a lowered to a raised position.

3. A first-aid- kit of the ciass described com-
prising a -rear fixed compartment, & work shelf
pivotally mounted to the ffont of said compart-
ment for controlling acdess theréto, said shelf
mounted for movement to a raised position for
precluding access to said compartiment and for
movement to a lowered position for providing a
wotk table extending. forwardly from said coii-'
partment, an‘adhesive tape cotmpartment provid-
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ed within said compartment, said tape compart-
ment having therein a pair of laterally spaced
support members, an adhesive tape roll-support-
ing shaft extending between said members with
the ends thereocf supported one by each of said
members, each support member including for-
ward and rearward shaft-receptive notches inter-
connected by a shaft supporting track member,
said track member inclined downwardly from
the forward to the rearward notch of each sup-
porting member, said forward notch being dis-
posed adjacent the forward portion of the tape
compartment for projecting a roll of tape for-
wardly of said compartment and over said work
shelf when said shaft is seated in said notch, the
rear walls of said forward notches inclined rear-
wardly toward said inclined track member ab an
angle of 15-25° from horizontal, said rearward
notch being disposed remote from the forward
portion of the tape compartment by an amount
sufiicient to dispose a roll of tape entirely within

said compartment and to the rear of said work’

shelf when said shaft is in said rear notch, said
shaft adapted to be automatically displaced from
the forward notches onto the inclined track mem-
bers when the roll of tape carried on said shaft is
engaged by said work shelf incident to movement
from a lowered to a raised position.

4. A first aid kit of the class described compris-
ing g rear fixed compartment, a work shelf piv-
otally mounted to the front of said compartment
for controlling access thereto, said shelf mounted
for movement to a raised position for precluding
access to ssid compartment and for movement to
a lowered position for providing a work table ex-
tending forwardly from said compartinent, an
adhesive tape compartment provided within said
compartment, said tape compartment having
therein a pair of laterally spaced support mem-
bers, an adhesive tape roll-supporting shaft ex-
tending between said members with the ends
thereof supported one by each of said members,
each support member including forward and
rearward shaft-receptive notches interconnect-
ed by a shaft supporting track member, said
track member inclined downwardly from the for-
ward to the rearward notch of each supporting
member, said forward notch being disposed adja-~
cent, the forward portion of the tape compartment
for projecting a roll of tape forwardly of said
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compartment and over said work shelf when said
shaft is seated in said noteh, said rearward notch
being disposed remote from the forward portion
of the tape compartment by an amount sufficient
to gispose a roll of tape entirely within said com-
partment and to the rear of said work shelf when
said shaft is in said rear notch, said shaft adapt-
ed to be displaced from said forward noiches and
be introduced rearwardly onto said inclined track
pertions when the rolls of tape mounted on said
shaft are contacted by ssid work shelf as it is
moved towards its raised position from & low-
ered position, said shaft when positioned on said
track members adapted to roll or gravitate down
said memnibers thence into engagement with said
rearward notches,

5. A first aid kit of the class described compris-
ing a rear fixed compartment, a work shelf piv-
otally mounted to the front of said compartment
for controlling access thereto, said shelf mount-
ed for movement to a raised position for preclud-
ing access to said compartment and for move-
ment to a lowered position for providing a work
table extending forwardly from said compart-
ment, an adhesive tape compartment provided
within said compartment, said tape compart-
ment having therein a pair of laterally spaced
support members, an adhesive tape roll-sup-
porting shaft extending between said mem-
bers with the ends thereof supported one by
each of said members, each support member in-
cluding a pair of spaced upper and lower track
members, each of said lower track members in-
clined downwardly and rearwardly and having a
forward and a rearward shaft-receptive notch
disposed therein, said upper track being spaced
from the forward end of said lower track by a
dimension substantially equal to the diameter oi
said shaft, said support members being located
relative to said central compartment whereby
rolls of tape mounted on said shaft when dis-
posed in said forward notches will project for-
wardly from said central compartment and over
said work shelf when in a lowered position, said
rolls of tape being wholly disposed within said
compartment and to the rear of said work shelf
when said shaft is disposed in said rearward
notches.
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