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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ERNST SCHUELLER, OF COLUMBUS,

OHIO.

EDUCATIONAL TOY.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No. 322,754, dated July 21, 1885,
"Application filed April 25, 1885. (No model.)

To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, ERNST SCHUELLER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Co-
lumbus, in the county of Franklin and State
of Ohio, have invented a new and useful Edu-
cational Toy, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 represents a blank from which
the blocks which counstitute my invention are
severed, the various dotted lines indicating
the lines of cutting. Fig. 2 illustrates certain
of my blocks when cut from the blank. - Fig.
3 represents a series of letters and numbers
formed Dy combining the different blocks.
Fig. 4 represents a mauner in which certain
mechfmlml designs are obt’uued by a combi-

nation of blocks.

My invention relates to the ploductlon of a
new and instructive toy, and. one that read-
ily improves the minds of the young in the
formation of characters and designs.

My invention consists in -the constluctlon
and arrangement of certain peculiarly-shaped
blocks appropriately numbered, and in the
combination of these blocks to form letters or
designs, all of which will be hereinafter fully
deseribed and claimed.

To enable others skilled in the art to which

my invention appertains, I will now proceed
to describe the manner in whieh T have car-
ried it out.

In the said drawings, A represents a blank
of light wood, pasteboard, or other suitable
material, from which the blocks whiech con-
stitute my invention are stamped or other-
wise severed. The blank A has any desired
namber of oorizontal, vertical, diagonal, and
curved lines, ¢, b, ¢, and 4, and the blocks
when cut on these lines form the peculiarly-
shaped pieces, some of which are illustrated
in Fig. 2. These blocks, which may be or-
namented in any suitable manner, are appro-
priately numbered, the numbers correspond-
ing to those printed upon a sheet of designs
or characters, such as accompany most of the
illustrative or educational games now com-
monly used.

In the use of this game the child readily
recognizes the number and formation of the
different pieces, and, with the assistance of
the printed sheet of illustrations before men-
tioned, is enabled to construct the letters of
the alphabet, as well as numbers and numer-
ous mechanical designs, such as those illus-
trated in Fig. 4.
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To better illustrate my invention, I will -

take the letter X, avery difficult letter to form
ordinarily. This letter is composed of the
four rectangular pieces 13, the four approxi-
mately square pieces 1, the two small pieces
12, and the pieces 20, which are formed from
the blank A by severing from the blank the
semicircular pieces 14. It will thus be seen
that a difficult and yet a symmetrical letteris
formed by the union of these pieces. Such is
also the case with any of the large or small
letters of the alphabet, as well as of other de-
signs, such as the pair of open shears, illus=
trated in the drawings at C. This rather com-
plex design is readily made by combining the

semicircular pieces 17 and segmental pieces

18 and 15, which form the handles, and the
angular pieces 9, 10, and 11, which, in con-
junction with the small curved pieces19, form
the blades and complete the device.

This is only one’ of the many instances in
which my invention may be used to great ad-
vantage in teaching young children to accus-
tom themselves to the different letters of the
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alphabet and providing an amusing as well as |

instructive game.

Having tlas described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Lettels
Patent, is—

As an improved educational toy, a series of
rectangular, angular, and curved blocks, each
block numbered, and adapted, when com-
bined, to form desmns, lettering, or numbers,
substanmlly as herein shown and described.

ERNST SCHUELLER.
Witnesses:

J. W. MoOONY,
GEO0. S. ARTZ.
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