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Fig. 4 RELATED ART 
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MAGNETIC RANDOMACCESS MEMORY 
AND OPERATION METHOD OF THE SAME 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

This application is based on Japanese Patent Application 
(2006-159353) filed on Jun. 8, 2006 and claims the benefit of 
the priority right based on the Japanese patent application. 
The entire disclosure of the Japanese patent application is 
incorporated herein by reference. 
The present invention relates to a magnetic random access 

memory (MRAM) in which a magnetic tunnel junction 
(MTJ) is used in a memory cell as a memory element. 

BACKGROUND ART 

An MTJ element used in a memory cell of an MRAM 
includes a pinned magnetic layer whose magnetization is 
pinned in an optional direction, and a free magnetic layer 
whose magnetization is variable by an external magnetic 
field. The pinned magnetic layer and the free magnetic layer 
are laminated Such that a tunnel insulating film is put between 
them. In the MRAM, a 1-bit storage data is assigned to the 
relative magnetization state between the pinned magnetic 
layer and the free magnetic layer. For example, when the 
magnetizations of the pinned magnetic layer and the free 
magnetic layer are equal in direction, namely, parallel, the 
data is defined as “0”. When the magnetizations of the pinned 
magnetic layer and the free magnetic layer are different from 
each other by 180 degrees, namely, anti-parallel, the data is 
defined as “1”. A read operation of the MRAM is performed 
by using that the MTJ resistance is different depending on the 
magnetization state. 

In order to read the MTJ resistance, it is general to apply a 
predetermined Voltage to the MTJ element and read a sensing 
current (a current sensing method). However, a ratio of an 
MTJ resistance RO in case of “0” and an MTJ resistance R1 
in case of “1”, namely, an MR ratio is 30% to 50% at most. 
Thus, a read signal is not too great. In a typical MRAM, a 
reference cell having a middle resistance between R0 and 
R1 is arranged inside a memory array, and the read operation 
is performed. In this case, a Substantial read signalis /2 of the 
MR ratio. Therefore, such a low MR ratio is insufficient to 
perform a high speed read operation of several ns. Moreover, 
in the current sensing method, there is a drawback that a long 
time is required to carry out a current-voltage conversion and 
that the sensing amplifier becomes large in size. 
As its countermeasure, the MRAM in which the MTJ resis 

tance is readby using a Voltage is disclosed in Japanese Patent 
Application Disclosure (JP-P2004-220759A (hereafter, to be 
referred to as 759 Application). FIGS. 1 and 2 show a part 
of a configuration of the MRAM disclosed in the 759 appli 
cation. FIG. 1 mainly shows a write operation, and FIG. 2 
mainly shows a read operation. Here, the MRAM contains a 
plurality of memory cells 102, a plurality of first bit 
lines (WBL) 104, a plurality of second bit lines (WBL) 105, 
a plurality of third bit lines (RBL) 110, a plurality of first word 
lines (WWL) 103a, a plurality of second word lines (RWL) 
103b, a write circuit 109 and a sense amplifier 108. It should 
be noted that on the drawings in this Description, the MTJ 
elements are shown by the symbols of variable resistors. 
The first word line 103a and the second word line 103b 

constitute a word line set and extend in an X-direction. The 
first bit line 104, the second bit line 105 and the third bit line 
110 constitute a bit line set and extend in a Y-direction. In the 
first bit line 104 and the second bit line 105, their one ends are 
connected to the write circuit 109. In the third bit line 110, one 
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2 
end is connected to the sense amplifier 108. The plurality of 
memory cells 102 are arranged in a matrix. The plurality of 
memory cells 102 are arranged the intersections between the 
plurality of word line sets and a plurality of bit line sets. The 
write circuit 109 sends complementary write currents ly 
and fly to the first bit line 104 and the second bit line 105 of a 
selection bit line set selected from the plurality of bit line sets 
based on an address signal, in a direction determined based on 
a write data Din, at the time of the write operation. The sense 
amplifier 108 compares a voltage of the third bit line 110 and 
a reference voltage (Vdd/2) at the time of the read operation, 
and outputs the comparison result as a read data Qout. 
The memory cell 102 contains an MTJ element J0, a tran 

sistor M0, a transistor M1 and an MTJ element J1. The MTJ 
element J0, the transistor M0, the transistor M1 and the MTJ 
element J1 are connected in series between the first bit line 
104 and the Second bit line 105 in this order. The third bit line 
is connected to a node N1 in the middle point between the 
transistor MO and the transistor M1. The transistors M0 and 
M1 are controlled to be turned on/off in response to a signal 
on the second word line 103b. The MTJ element JO is 
arranged near the point at which the first bit line 104 and the 
first word line 103a intersect. The MTJ element J1 is arranged 
near the point at which the second bit line 105 and the first 
word line 103a intersect. 

With reference to FIG. 1, in this memory cell 102, the 
complementary data are written into the two MTJ elements J0 
and J1 connected in series. That is, in the write operation of 
the memory cell 102, a write current IX is firstly sent into the 
first word line 103a. Moreover, the write current fly is sent 
into the first bit line 104, and the write currently is sent into 
the second bit line 105, complementarily. Here, the write 
currently and the write current fly always flow in the direc 
tions opposite to each other. By those write currents, the 
complementary data are written to the MTJ element J0 and 
the MTJ element J1. That is, any one state of “0” and “1” is 
written to the MTJ element J0, and any one state between “1” 
and “O'” is written to the MTJ element J1. 

With reference to FIG. 2, in the read operation of the 
memory cell 102, the second word line 103b is firstly acti 
vated to turn on the transistors M0 and M1. Then, a power 
supply voltage (Vdd) is applied to the second bit line 105, and 
a ground voltage (Gnd) is applied to the first bit line 104. 
Thus, a read current I flows through the MTJ element J0 and 
the MTJ element J1 that are connected in series. At this time, 
a sense Voltage Vs as a Voltage at a node N1 is outputted to the 
third bit line 110. The sense voltage Vs has any one of the 
higher Voltage and the lower Voltage than Vdd/2 in accor 
dance with the storage states of the MTJ elements J0 and J1. 
For example, when the MTJ element JO is “0” (in the low 
resistance state) and the MTJ element J1 is “1” (in the high 
resistance state), Vs<Vdd/2. On the other hand, when the 
MTJ element JO is “1” and the MTJ element J1 is “0”, 
Vs-Vdd/2. The merit of this memory cell 102 lies in that, 
since the two MTJ elements for storing the complementary 
data are used to carry out the read operation, the read signal is 
great. Moreover, since the read signal is based on a Voltage (a 
Voltage sensing method), as the sense amplifier for amplify 
ing the signal, it is possible to use the circuit similar to the 
conventional DRAM. Thus, the small circuit can be used to 
carry out the amplification at a high speed. 

However, not only in the MRAM cell noted in the 759 
application but also in the typical MRAM cell, a data is 
written into a selection memory cell by use of a synthetic 
magnetic field generated based on the write current IX and the 
write current Iy whose current directions are orthogonal to 
each other. Thus, if the current values of the write currents IX 
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and Iy are Small, the write operation cannot be performed. 
Oppositely, if the current values are large, the data is errone 
ously written into non-selected memory cells. Thus, in order 
to selectively perform the write operation, the current value 
and the current waveform are required to be accurately con 
trolled. Therefore, it is not easy to perform the high speed 
write operation. 
On the other hand, the memory cell (2-Transistor—1-MTJ 

Memory Cell: 2T1MTJ Cell) that allows a write margin of the 
MRAM to be dramatically improved is disclosed in Japanese 
Patent Application Publication (JP-P2004-348934A) (here 
inafter, to be referred to as 934Application). FIGS. 3 and 4 
are diagrams showing a part of the configuration of the 
MRAM disclosed in the 934 application. FIG. 3 mainly 
shows the write operation, and FIG. 4 mainly shows the read 
operation. Here, the MRAM contains a plurality of memory 
cells 202, a plurality of first bit lines (/WBL) 204, a plurality 
of second bit lines (WBL) 205, a plurality of third bit lines 
(RBL) 210, a plurality of word lines (WL) 203, a write circuit 
209 and a sense amplifier 208. 
The word line 203 extends in the X-direction. The first bit 

line 204, the second bit line 205 and the third bit line 210 
constitute the bit line set and extend in the Y-direction. In the 
second bit line 204 and the second bit line 205, their one ends 
are connected to the write circuit 209. In the third bit line 210, 
one end is connected to the sense amplifier 208. The plurality 
of memory cells 202 are arranged in a matrix. The plurality of 
memory cells 202 are provided at the intersections of the 
plurality of word lines 203 and the plurality of bit line sets. 
The write circuit 209 sends a write current Iw to a route of the 
first bit line 204—the selection cell 202—the second bit line 
205, in a selection bit line set selected from the plurality of bit 
line sets in accordance with the address signal, in a direction 
corresponding to the write data Din, at the time of the write 
operation. However, the selection memory cell 202 is selected 
from the plurality of memory cells 202 based on the selection 
bit line set and the selection word line 203 selected from the 
plurality of word lines 203. The sense amplifier 208 compares 
a read current I flowing through the third bit line 110 and a 
reference current flowing through a reference bit line RBLR 
at the time of the read operation, and outputs the comparison 
result as the read data Qout. 
The memory cell 202 includes a first transistor 206, a 

second transistor 216 and an MTJ element 207 (2T1 MTJ), In 
the first transistor 206, its gate is connected to the word line 
203, and one terminal is connected to the first bit line 204. In 
the second transistor 216, its gate is connected to the word line 
203, one terminal is connected to the other terminal of the first 
transistor 206, and the other terminal is connected to the 
second bit line 205. That is, the first transistor 206 and the 
second transistor 216 are connected in series between the first 
bit line 204 and the Second bit line 205. In the MTJ element 
207, one terminal is connected to the connection point 
between the first transistor 206 and the second transistor 216, 
and the other terminal is connected to the third bit line 210. 

With reference to FIG. 3, in the write operation of the 
memory cell 202, a decoder (not shown) selects and activates 
the selection word line 3 from the plurality of word lines 3. 
and turns on the first transistor 206 and the second transistor 
216. Then, the write circuit 209 sets one of the second bit line 
205 and the first bit line 204 to the power supply voltage 
(Vdd) and sets the other to the ground voltage (Gnd), in 
accordance with the write data Din. Thus, the write current Iw 
flows in one direction of the two directions through the write 
wiring serving as a connection point between the first tran 
sistor 206, the second transistor 216 and the MTJ element 
207, and the write operation is performed. For example, in 
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4 
FIG. 3, the second bit line 205 is set to the power supply 
voltage, and the first bit line 204 is set to the ground voltage. 
Therefore, the write current Iw flows in the direction from the 
Second bit line 205 to the first bit line 204. 
With reference to FIG. 4, in the read operation of the 

memory cell 202, the word line 203 is activated to turn on the 
first transistor 206 and the second transistor 216. Then, both 
of the Second bit line 205 and the first bit line 204 are 
grounded. Thus, the read current Iw flows from the sense 
amplifier 208 through the MTJ element 207 in the memory 
cell 202. The sense amplifier 208 compares the read current 
Iw and the reference current and outputs the comparison 
result as the read data Qout. 
The merit of the memory cell 202 lies in that the selection 

property of the memory cell 202 in the write operation is 
dramatically improved and the write operation margin is 
wide. Thus, the accurate control of the current value of the 
write current becomes unnecessary, which makes the write 
circuit simple and further makes the high speed write opera 
tion easy. 

In the MRAM described in Japanese Patent Application 
Publication (JP-P2004-220759A), the series connection ter 
minal voltage of the two MTJ elements J0 and J1 in which the 
complementary data are stored is read, so that the high speed 
read operation can be expected. However, the write operation 
is similar to the conventional MRAM. In particular, the write 
margin is narrow. Thus, the write current Iw must be accu 
rately controlled. In short, the operational speed of the write 
operation is not improved. Also, in order to write the comple 
mentary data to the two MTJ elements J0 and J1, a device on 
the circuit is required. 
On the other hand, in the MRAM described in Japanese 

Patent Application Publication (JP-P2004-348934A), the 
write current Iw is sent into the selection memory cell 202 by 
the transistors 206 and 216 provided inside the memory cell 
202. Therefore, the operational margin is wide. Thus, the 
write current Iw is not required to be accurately controlled, 
which can attain the high speed write operation. However, 
since the read method similar to the conventional MRAM is 
performed, the margin of the read operation (the read signal) 
is not improved. In short, the operational speed of the read 
operation is not improved. 

In relation to this application, Japanese Patent Application 
Publication (JP-P2003-249072A) discloses an MRAM hav 
ing the structure in which a plurality of MTJ elements con 
nected in series are stacked in a direction vertical to a Sub 
strate. According to Such a structure, the MTJ elements can be 
integrated at a high density. 

Also, Japanese Patent Application Publication (JP-P2005 
236177A) discloses a technique for mirror-symmetrically 
arranging the memory arrays with respect to the axis parallel 
to the magnetization difficulty axis of the memory cell. 
According to such an arrangement, a relation between the 
direction of the write current flowing through the bit line and 
the write data is same over all of the memory cells. Thus, it is 
possible to keep the uniformity between the write data and the 
read data. 

Moreover, Japanese Patent Application Publication (JP 
P2004-145952A) discloses an MRAM that contains a main 
word line, a Sub word line, a main bit line and a sub bit line. 
In the MRAM, an MRAM cell including an MTJ element is 
arranged at an intersection of the sub word line and the sub bit 
line. A selection transistor for selecting the sub word line is 
arranged on the downward side of the write current as com 
pared with the MRAM cell and directly connected to the main 
word line and the sub bit line. The selection transistor is 
driven to involve a Snack-back phenomenon. The write opera 
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tion into the memory cell is performed by a substrate current 
of the selection transistor. According to Such a configuration, 
the write current is not limited by the channel current of the 
selection transistor. In the MRAM, the substrate current is 
used to send the write current. Thus, the great write current 
can be sent through the selection transistor of the Small size, 
thereby making the area of the memory array Small. 

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide 
an MRAM and its operation method, in which both of a write 
margin and a read margin can be improved, to allow a high 
speed operation. 

In an aspect of the present invention, a magnetic random 
access memory includes: a plurality of first wirings and a 
plurality of second wirings, a plurality of third wirings and a 
plurality of fourth wirings, and a plurality of memory cells. 
The plurality of first wirings and the plurality of second 
wirings extend in a first direction. The plurality of third wir 
ings and the plurality of fourth wirings extend in a second 
direction. The plurality of memory cells are provided at inter 
sections between the plurality of first wirings and the plurality 
of third wirings, respectively. Each of the plurality of memory 
cells includes a first transistor, a second transistor, a first 
magnetic resistance element and a second magnetic resis 
tance element. The first transistor and the second transistor 
are connected in series between the first wiring and the second 
wiring and controlled in response to a signal on the third 
wiring. In the first magnetic resistance element, one end is 
connected to a write wiring through which the first transistor 
and the second transistor are connected, and the other end is 
grounded. In the second magnetic resistance element, one end 
is connected to the write wiring, and the other end is con 
nected to the fourth wiring. 

According to the present invention, in the MRAM, both of 
the write margin and the read margin can be improved, to 
allow a high speed operation. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing a part of a configuration of an 
MRAM disclosed in a 759 application; 

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a part of the configuration of 
the MRAM disclosed in the 759 application: 

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a part of a configuration of an 
MRAM disclosed in 934 application; 

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a part of the configuration of 
the MRAM disclosed in the 934 application; 

FIG. 5 is a circuit block diagram showing the configuration 
of an MRAM according to an exemplary embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 6 is a plan view showing one example of a layout of a 
memory cells in FIG. 5. 

FIG. 7 is a circuit block diagram showing the configuration 
of the MRAM according to another exemplary embodiment 
of the present invention; 

FIG. 8 is a circuit diagram showing a memory array in 
which memory cells shown in FIG. 7 are used; 

FIG. 9 is a plan view showing one example of a layout of 
the memory array shown in FIG. 8: 

FIG. 10 is a plan view showing another example of the 
layout of the memory array shown in FIG. 8; and 

FIG. 11 is a plan view showing still another example of the 
layout of the memory array shown in FIG.8. 
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6 
BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE 

INVENTION 

Hereinafter, a magnetic random access memory (MRAM) 
and its operation method according to exemplary embodi 
ments of the present invention will be described. In one exem 
plary embodiment of the present invention, the magnetic 
random access memory (MRAM) contains a plurality of first 
wirings and a plurality of second wirings, a plurality of third 
wirings and a plurality of fourth wirings, and a plurality of 
memory cells. The plurality of first wirings and the plurality 
of second wirings extend in a first direction. The plurality of 
third wirings and the plurality of fourth wirings extend in a 
second direction. The plurality of memory cells are provided 
at intersections of the plurality of first wirings and the plural 
ity of third wirings, respectively. Each of the plurality of 
memory cells includes a first transistor, a second transistor, a 
first magnetic resistance element and a second magnetic 
resistance element. The first transistor and the second tran 
sistor are connected in series between the first wiring and the 
second wiring and controlled in response to a signal on the 
third wiring. In the first magnetic resistance element, one end 
is connected to the write wiring through which the first tran 
sistor and the second transistor are connected, and the other 
end is grounded. In the second magnetic resistance element, 
one end is connected to the write wiring, and the other end is 
connected to the fourth wiring. 
The magnetic random access memory may further contain 

a plurality of fifth wirings extending in the first direction and 
a plurality of sixth wirings extending in the second direction. 
Each of the plurality of memory cells includes a third tran 
sistor connected between the write wiring and the fifth wiring 
and controlled in response to a signal on the sixth wiring. 

In the magnetic random access memory, in two memory 
cells adjacent to each other among the plurality of memory 
cells, it is preferred that the write wirings are mirror-sym 
metrically arranged. Also, in the two memory cells adjacent to 
each other, it is further preferred that the write wirings are 
mirror-symmetrically arranged, and the magnetic resistance 
elements are parallel-symmetrically arranged. 

In the magnetic random access memory, it is preferable that 
different data are written into the first magnetic resistance 
element and the second magnetic resistance element in each 
of the plurality of memory cells based on a write current 
flowing through the write wirings. 

In the preferable exemplary embodiment, a node at which 
the first wiring and the first transistor are connected is physi 
cally shared by two adjacent to each other among the plurality 
of memory cells, and a node at which the second wiring and 
the second transistorare connected is physically shared by the 
two memory cells adjacent to each other. 

In the preferable exemplary embodiment, in one memory 
cell in the two memory cells adjacent to each other among the 
plurality of memory cells, the first magnetic resistance ele 
ment is arranged on the first wiring side, and the second 
magnetic resistance element is arranged on the second wiring 
side, and in the other memory cell, the first magnetic resis 
tance element is arranged on the second wiring side, and the 
second magnetic resistance element is arranged on the first 
wiring side. 

In the magnetic random access memory, the write wiring is 
preferred to be substantially U-shaped. 

In one exemplary embodiment of the present invention, an 
operation method of the magnetic random access memory is 
provided which includes: a plurality of first wirings and a 
plurality of second wirings, which extend in a first direction; 
a plurality of third wirings and a plurality of fourth wirings, 
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which extend in a second direction; and a plurality of memory 
cells provided at intersections between the plurality of first 
wirings and the plurality of third wirings, respectively, and 
each of the plurality of memory cells includes: a first transis 
tor and a second transistor which are connected in series 
between the first wiring and the second wiring and controlled 
in response to a signal on the third wiring; a first magnetic 
resistance element in which one end is connected to a write 
wiring for connecting the first transistor and the second tran 
sistor and the other end is grounded; and a second magnetic 
resistance element in which one end is connected to the write 
wiring, and the other end is connected to the fourth wiring. At 
the time of a read operation from the memory cell, the oper 
ating method includes: (A) setting the fourth wiring to a first 
Voltage higher than a ground Voltage; and (B) outputting a 
read databased on a comparison result between a Voltage of 
the write wiring and /2 of the first voltage as a reference 
Voltage. 

In the preferable exemplary embodiment, the (B) includes: 
(B1) selecting the third wiring and turning on the first tran 
sistor and the second transistor, and (B2) obtaining the Volt 
age of the write wiring from one of the first wiring and the 
second wiring. 
When the magnetic random access memory further 

includes a plurality of fifth wirings extending in the first 
direction and a plurality of sixth wirings extending in the 
second direction, and each of the plurality of memory cells 
includes a third transistor connected between the write wiring 
and the fifth wiring and controlled in response to a signal on 
the sixth wiring, it is preferable that the (B) includes: (B1) 
selecting the sixth wiring and turning on the third transistor, 
and (B2) obtaining the voltage of the write wiring from the 
fifth wiring. 
The MRAM and its operation method according to the 

exemplary embodiments of the present invention will be 
described specifically with reference to the attached draw 
ings. FIG. 5 is a circuit block diagram showing the configu 
ration of the MRAM according to an exemplary embodiment 
of the present invention. AMRAM 1 contains a plurality of 
memory cells 2, a plurality of first bit lines (/BL) 14, a plu 
rality of second bit lines (BL) 15, a plurality of word lines 
(WL)3, a plurality of plate lines (PL) 11, a write circuit 9 and 
a sense amplifier8. 
The word line 3 and the plate line 11 constitute a word line 

set and extend in the X-direction. The one ends of the word 
line 3 and the plate line 11 are connected to a decoder (not 
shown). The first bit line 14 and the second bit line 15 con 
stitute a bit line set and extend in the Y-direction. One ends of 
the first bit line 14 and the second bit line 15 are connected to 
the write circuit 9. The second bit line 15 is also connected to 
a sense amplifier8. 
The plurality of memory cells 2 are arranged in a matrix. 

The plurality of memory cells 2 is provided at intersections of 
the plurality of word line sets and the plurality of bit line sets. 
The write circuit 9 sends a write current Iw in a direction 
determined based on the write data Din, through a route of the 
first bit line 14—a selection cell 2 the second bit line 15, in 
the selection bit line set selected from the plurality of bit line 
sets based on an address signal, at the time of a write opera 
tion. Here, the selection cell 2 is the memory cell 2 selected 
from among the plurality of memory cells 2 by the selection 
bit line set and a selection word line 3 which is selected from 
the plurality of word lines 3. The sense amplifier 8 compares 
a voltage of the second bit line 15 and a reference voltage 
Vdd/2 at the time of a read operation, and outputs the com 
parison result as the read data Qout. 
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8 
The memory cell 2 contains a first transistor 6, a second 

transistor 16, a first MTJelement 7 and a second MTJ element 
17. That is, the memory cell 2 is the 2T2MTJ cell (2-Transis 
tor 2-MTJ memory cell). In the first transistor 6, its gate is 
connected to the word line 3, one terminal is connected to the 
first bit line 14, and the other terminal is connected to the node 
N1. In the second transistor 16, its gate is connected to the 
word line 3, one terminal is connected to the node N1, and the 
other terminal is connected to the second bit line 15. That is, 
the first transistor 6 and the second transistor 16 are connected 
in series between the first bit line 14 and the second bit line 15. 
Since a current flows through a write wiring 20 as a wiring 
through which the first transistor 6 and the second transistor 
16 are connected, a data is written to the first MTJ element 7 
and the second MTJ element 17. In the first MTJ element 7, 
one terminal is connected to the node N1 (the write wiring 20 
between the first transistor 6 and the second transistor 16), 
and the other terminal is connected to a ground wiring. In the 
second MTJ element 17, one terminal is connected to the 
node N1, and the other terminal is connected to the plate line 
11. 
The write operation of the memory cell 2 will be described 

below. At first, the decoder (not shown) grounds or opens the 
plate line 11. Then, the decoder selects and activates the 
selection word line 3 from the plurality of word lines 3 based 
on the address signal. Thus, the first transistor 6 and the 
second transistor 16 having the gates connected to the selec 
tion word line 3 are turned on. On the other hand, the write 
circuit 9 selects the selection bit line set from the plurality of 
bit line sets based on the address signal. Thus, the selection 
cell 2 is selected from among the plurality of memory cells 2 
by the selection word line 3 and the selection bit line set. 
Then, the write circuit 9 sets one of the second bit line 15 and 
first bit line 14 among the selection bit line set to the power 
Supply Voltage (Vdd) and the other to the ground Voltage 
(Gnd) in accordance with a write data Din. Thus, the write 
current Iw flows in one direction determined based on the 
write data Din in the two directions in the write wiring 20 
between the first transistor 6 and the second transistor 16 in 
the selection cell 2. Thus, a write magnetic field is generated 
around the write wiring 20 by the write current Iw. At this 
time, since the first MTJ element 7 and the second MTJ 
element 17 in the selection cell 2 are located near the write 
wiring 20, the write data Din is written by the write magnetic 
field. 

In the memory cell 2, a circuit is devised in Such a manner 
that the write current Iw flows through only the selection cell 
2. Thus, a margin of the write operation to the selection cell 2 
can be made wide. Therefore, the write circuit is simplified to 
allow the write operation of the higher speed. 

In the memory cell 2, in order to write the complementary 
data to the first MTJ element 7 and the second MTJ element 
17 based on the input write data Din, a layout of the write 
wiring 20 is devised as follows. FIG. 6 is a plan view showing 
one example of the layout of the memory cell shown in FIG. 
5. In order to easily check the drawing, only the plurality of 
first bit lines 14 (/BL0, /BL1, ...), the plurality of second bit 
lines 15 (BL0, BL1. . . . ), the write wiring 20 (the wiring 
through which the first transistor 6 and the second transistor 
16 are connected), the plurality of plate lines 11 (PL0, PL1, 
PL2. . . . ), the ground wiring (Gnd), the first MTJ element 7 
and the second MTJ element 17 are drawn. The directions of 
the white arrows, which are shown on the first MTJ element 7 
and the second MTJ element 17, indicate the directions of the 
magnetic field, which are generated by the write current Iw 
and applied to the free magnetic layers. As shown in FIG. 6. 
in this example, the first MTJ element 7 and the second MTJ 
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element 17 are laminated straightly on the layer of the write 
wiring 20. In order to write the complementary data to the two 
first MTJ element 7 and second MTJ element 17, the layout is 
devised and designed such that the write wiring 20 is substan 
tially U-shaped, and the magnetization inversion magnetic 
fields resulting from the write current Iw applied to the 
respective MTJ elements are opposite to each other. 
The read operation from this memory cell 2 will be 

described below. At first, the decoder (not shown) selects a 
selection plate line 11 from the plurality of plate lines 11 and 
applies the power Supply Voltage (Vdd) to the selection plate 
line 11. Then, the decoder selects and activates the selection 
word line 3 from the plurality of word lines 3 based on the 
address signal. Thus, the first transistor 6 and the second 
transistor 16, which are connected to the selection word line 
3, are turned on. At this time, a read current I flows through 
a route of the plate line 11—the second MTJ element 17 the 
first MTJ element 7 the ground. As a result, the sense volt 
age Vs is generated at the node N1, at which the second MTJ 
element 17 and the first MTJ element 7 are connected, 
namely, on the write wiring 20. Here, since the second tran 
sistor 16 is turned on, the sense voltage Vs is outputted to the 
second bit line 15. The sense voltage Vs becomes the voltage 
higher or lower than Vdd/2 in accordance with the data stored 
in the second MTJ element 17 and the first MTJ element 7. 
For example, when the first MTJ element 7 stores “0” and the 
second MTJ element 17 stores “1” (the first MTJ element 7 is 
in the low resistance state and the second MTJ element 17 is 
in the high resistance state), the sense voltage Vs.<Vdd/2. 
Oppositely, when the first MTJ element 7 stores “1” and the 
second MTJ element 17 stores “0” (the first MTJ element 7 is 
in the high resistance state and the second MTJ element 17 is 
in the low resistance state), the sense voltage Vs-Vdd/2. The 
sense amplifier8 connected to the second bit line 15 compares 
the sense voltage Vs and the reference voltage (Vdd/2) and 
reads the stored data. Here, in order for the read current I to 
easily flow through only a route of the second MTJ element 
17 and the first MTJ element 7, a circuit in which the input 
impedance of the sense amplifier8 is high is preferable. 

In this way, the read operation is carried out by using the 
two MTJ elements (the second MTJ element 17 and the first 
MTJ element 7) of the memory cell 2 to store the comple 
mentary data. Thus, the read signal can be made large. That is, 
a read margin can be made large. Moreover, since the read 
signal is Voltage-based (a Voltage sensing method), the sense 
amplifier for amplifying the signal can be miniaturized, and 
the read operation can be performed at the high speed. 
As mentioned above, in the memory cell according to the 

present invention and the MRAM that uses the same, it is 
possible to improve both of the write margin and the read 
margin and make the operational speed higher. 

FIG. 7 is a circuit block diagram showing the configuration 
of the MRAM according to another exemplary embodiment 
of the present invention. An MRAM1a contains a plurality of 
memory cells 2, a plurality of first bit lines (/WBL) 4, a 
plurality of second bit lines (WBL) 5, a plurality of third bit 
lines (RBL) 10, a plurality of first word lines (WWL) 3, a 
plurality of second word lines (RWL) 12, a plurality of plate 
lines (PL) 11, a write circuit 9 and a sense amplifier8. 

This exemplary embodiment differs from the exemplary 
embodiment shown in FIG. 5 in that a third transistor 26 is 
further provided for a read operation and write bit lines (the 
first bit line 4 and the second bit line 5) and a read bit line (a 
third bit line 10) are separated. Thus, the memory cell 2 in this 
exemplary embodiment is a 3T2MTJ cell (3-Transistor 2 
MTJ Memory Cell). That is, the MRAM in this exemplary 
embodiment is configured as follows. 
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10 
The first word line 3, the second word line 12 and the plate 

line 11 constitute a word line set and extend in the X-direc 
tion. The one ends of the first word line 3, the second word 
line 12 and the plate line 11 are connected to a decoder (not 
shown). The first bit line 4, the second bit line 5 and the 
plurality of third bit lines 10 constitute a bit line set and extend 
in the Y-direction. One ends of the first bit line 4 and the 
second bit line 5 are connected to the write circuit 9. The 
plurality of third bit lines 10 are connected to the sense ampli 
fier8. 
The plurality of memory cells 2 are arranged in a matrix. 

The plurality of memory cells 2 are provided at intersections 
of the plurality of word line sets and the plurality of bit line 
sets. The write circuit 9 sends a write current Iw in a direction 
determined based on a write data Din to flow through a route 
of the first bit line 4–a selection cell 2 the second bit line 5, 
in a selection bit line set selected from among the plurality of 
bit line sets based on an address signal at the time of a write 
operation. Here, the selection cell 2 is the memory cell 2 
selected from among the plurality of memory cells 2 by the 
selection bit line set and the selection word line set which is 
selected from the plurality of word line sets. The sense ampli 
fier 8 compares a voltage of the selection third bit line 10 
selected from the plurality of third bit lines 10 and a reference 
voltage Vdd/2 at the time of a read operation, and outputs the 
comparison result as the read data Qout. 
The memory cell 2 contains a first transistor 6, a second 

transistor 16, a third transistor 26, a first MTJ element 7 and 
a second MTJ element 17. In the first transistor 6, its gate is 
connected to the first word line 3, one terminal is connected to 
the first bit line 4, and the other terminal is connected to the 
node N1. In the second transistor 16, its gate is connected to 
the first word line 3, one terminal is connected to the node N1, 
and the other terminal is connected to the second bit line 5. 
That is, the first transistor 6 and the second transistor 16 are 
connected in series between the first bit line 4 and the second 
bit line 5. Since the current flows through the write wiring 20 
as a wiring through which the first transistor 6 and the second 
transistor 16 are connected, a data is written into the first MTJ 
element 7 and the second MTJ element 17. In the third tran 
sistor 26, its gate is connected to the second word line 12, one 
terminal is connected to the third bit line 10, and the other 
terminal is connected to the node N1. In the first MTJ element 
7, one terminal is connected to the node N1 (the write wiring 
20 between the first transistor 6 and the second transistor 16), 
and the other terminal is connected to the ground wiring. In 
the second MTJ element 17, one terminal is connected to the 
node N1, and the other terminal is connected to the plate line 
11. 

In the memory cell 2 (3T2MTJ cell), a load capacity of the 
third bit line 10 can be reduced, to allow the read operation to 
be performed at the speed higher than the memory cell in FIG. 
5. Moreover, at the time of the read operation, the first tran 
sistor 6 and the second transistor 16 can be turned off, to allow 
the free degree of the circuit configuration in the sense ampli 
fier8 to be made high. Moreover, there is a merit that the write 
operation and the read operation to the memory cells 2 whose 
addresses are different can be performed at the same time. 
The write operation of this memory cell 2 will be described 

below. At first, the decoder (not shown) grounds or opens the 
plate line 11 and the second word line 12. Thus, the third 
transistor 26 is turned off. Then, the decoder selects and 
activates the selection first word line 3 from the plurality of 
first word lines 3 in accordance with the address signal. Thus, 
the first transistor 6 and the second transistor 16 that are 
connected to the selection first word line 3 are turned on. On 
the other hand, the write circuit 9 selects the selection bit line 
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set from the plurality of bit line sets in accordance with the 
address signal. Thus, the selection cell 2 is selected from the 
plurality of memory cells 2 by the selection first word line 3 
and the selection bit line set. Then, the write circuit 9 sets one 
of the second bit line 15 and first bit line 14 of the selection bit 
line set to the power supply voltage (Vdd) and the other to the 
ground Voltage (Gnd) in accordance with a write data Din. 
Thus, the write current Iw flows in one direction determined 
based on the write data Din through the write wiring 20 
between the first transistor 6 and the second transistor 16 in 
the selection cell 2. Thus, the magnetic field for write, which 
results from the write current Iw, is generated around the 
write wiring 20. At this time, since the first MTJ element 7 and 
the second MTJ element 17 in the selection cell 2 are located 
near the write wiring 20, the write data Din is written with 
write magnetic field. 

In the memory cell 2, the circuit is devised in Such a manner 
that the write current Iw flows through only the selection cell 
2. Thus, the margin for the write operation to the selection cell 
2 can be made wide. Therefore, the write circuit can be 
simplified, to allow the write operation of the higher speed. 
The read operation of the memory cell 2 will be described 

below. At first, the decoder (not shown) selects and activates 
the selection second word line 12 from the plurality of second 
word lines 12. Thus, the third transistor 26 is turned on. Also, 
the decoder selects the selection plate line 11 from the plu 
rality of plate lines 11 and applies the power Supply Voltage 
(Vdd) to the selection plate line 11. Here, since the selection 
first word line 3 is not selected, both of the first transistor 6 
and the second transistor 16 are turned off. At this time, the 
read current I flows through a route of the plate line 11—the 
Second MTJ element 17 the first MTJ element 7 the 
ground. As a result, the sense Voltage Vs is generated at the 
node N1 at which the second MTJ element 17 and the first 
MTJ element 7 are connected, namely, on the write wiring 20. 
Here, since the second transistor 16 is turned on, the sense 
voltage Vs is outputted to the third bit line 10. The sense 
voltage Vs becomes the voltage higher or lower than Vdd/2 in 
accordance with the data stored in the second MTJ element 17 
and the first MTJ element 7, as mentioned above. The sense 
amplifier 8 connected to the third bit line 10 compares the 
sense voltage Vs and the reference voltage (Vdd/2) and reads 
the stored data. Here, in order for the read current I to flow 
through only the route of the second MTJ element 17 and the 
first MTJ element 7, it is preferable that the input impedance 
of the sense amplifier8 is high. 

In this way, the memory cell 2 performs the read operation 
by using the two MTJ elements (the first MTJ element 7 and 
the second MTJ element 17) for storing the complementary 
data. Thus, a read signal can be made large. That is, a read 
margin can be made wide. Moreover, since the read signal is 
Voltage-based (the Voltage sensing method), the sense ampli 
fier for amplifying the signal can be miniaturized, and the 
read operation can be performed at the high speed. 

FIG. 8 is a circuit diagram showing a memory array in 
which the memory cell shown in FIG. 7 is used. In FIG. 8, in 
order to easily check the drawing, only the plurality of first bit 
lines 4 (WBL0, /WBL1,...), the plurality of second bit lines 
5 (WBL0, WBL1, . . . ), the plurality of third bit lines 10 
(RBL0, RBL1,...), the write wiring 20 (the wiring through 
which the first transistor 6 and the second transistor 16 are 
connected), the plurality of first word lines (WWL0, WWL1, 
WWL2, ...), the plurality of second word lies 12 (RWL0, 
RWL1, RWL2,...), the plurality of plate lines 11 (PL0, PL1, 
PL2. . . . ), the ground wiring (Gnd), the first MTJ element 7 
and the second MTJ element 17 are drawn. 
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FIG. 9 is a plan view showing one example of a layout of 

the memory array in FIG. 8. In FIG. 9, in order to easily 
check the drawing, only the plurality of first bit lines 4 
(WBL0, /WBL1, . . . ), the plurality of second bit lines 5 
(WBL0, WBL1,...), the plurality of third bit lines 10 (RBL0, 
RBL1,...), the write wiring 20 (the wiring through which the 
first transistor 6 and the second transistor 16 are connected), 
the plurality of plate lines 11 (PL0, PL1, PL2,...), the ground 
wiring (Gnd), the first MTJ element 7 and the second MTJ 
element 17 are drawn. The directions of the solid-white 
arrows, which are shown on the first MTJ element 7 and the 
second MTJ element 17, indicate the directions of the mag 
netizations, which are generated by the write current Iw and 
applied to the free magnetic layer. In this example, the first 
MTJ element 7 and the second MTJ element 17 are laminated 
just on the layer of the write wiring 20. In order to write the 
complementary data into the first MTJ element 7 and second 
MTJ element 17, the layout is designed such that the write 
wiring 20 is substantially U-shaped, and the magnetization 
inversion magnetic fields resulting from the write currents Iw 
applied to the respective MTJ elements are devised to be 
opposite to each other. 
The layouts in FIG. 6 and FIG. 9 are designed such that in 

order to reduce the area of the memory cell 2, diffusion layers 
and a via-hole layer of a transistor are shared between the 
memory cells physically adjacent to each other in the Y-di 
rection, as shown by symbols 31 and 32. Thus, a memory cell 
2 MCO and a memory cell 2 MC1 are mirror-symmetrical. 
Here, the memory cell 2 MCO is assumed to correspond to an 
even-numbered X-address, and the memory cell 2 MC1 is 
assumed to correspond to an odd-numbered X-address. At 
this time, the non-coincidence of the inversion magnetic 
fields is caused between the memory cell 2 of the even 
numbered X-address and the memory cell 2 of the odd-num 
bered X-address. For example, when the write current Iw 
flows in a direction from the second bit line 5 to the first bit 
line 4, the inversion magnetic field is rightward applied to the 
first MTJ element 7, and the inversion magnetic field is left 
ward applied to the second MTJ element 17. On the other 
hand, the inversion magnetic field is leftward applied to the 
first MTJ element 7 in the memory cell 2 MC1, and the 
inversion magnetic field is rightward applied to the second 
MTJ element 17. 

In order to avoid this non-coincidence, as one solving 
method, it is considered to change the direction of the write 
current Iw in accordance with the even-numbered or odd 
numbered X-address. However, since the peripheral circuits 
such as the decoder, and the write circuit become relatively 
complicated, there is a possibility of the drop in the operation 
speed and the occurrence of the overhead of the circuit area. 
Also, as another solving method, it is considered to make the 
directions of the magnetizations of the pinned magnetic lay 
ers differ by 180° between the first MTJ element 7 and the 
second MTJ element 17. However, this is considered to be 
very difficult from the viewpoint of the manufacturing of the 
MTJ elements. Also, when the adjacent memory cells 2 are 
arranged in parallel, the foregoing problem does not occur. 
However, the overhead such as increase in the cell area is 
considered to occur. 

FIG. 10 is a plan view showing another example in the 
layout of the memory array in FIG.8. Also in FIG.9, in order 
to easily check the drawing, only the plurality of first bit lines 
4 (/WBL0, /WBL1, ...), the plurality of second bit lines 5 
(WBL0, WBL1,...), the plurality of third bit lines 10 (RBL0, 
RBL1,...), the write wiring 20 (the wiring through which the 
first transistor 6 and the second transistor 16 are connected), 
the plurality of plate lines 11 (PL0, PL1, PL2,...), the ground 
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wiring (Gnd), the first MTJ element 7 and the second MTJ 
element 17 are drawn. The directions of the solid-white 
arrows, which are shown on the first MTJ element 7 and the 
second MTJ element 17, indicate the directions of the mag 
netizations, which are generated by the write current Iw and 
applied to the free magnetic layer. 

In order to reduce the area of the memory cell 2, the mirror 
arrangement is employed such that diffusion layers and a 
via-hole layer of a transistor can be shared between the 
memory cells physically adjacent to each other in the Y-di 
rection, as shown by symbols 31 and 32. According to this 
layout, in order to prevent the write data Din from being not 
coincident with each other between the memory cell 2 MCO 
and the memory cell 2 MC1, the layout of each MTJ element 
is devised. For example, in the memory cell 2 MCO corre 
sponding to the even-numbered X-address, the second MTJ 
element 17 is arranged on the side of the second bit line 5 and 
connected to the plate line 11, and the first MTJ element 7 is 
arranged on the side of the first bit line 4 and connected to the 
ground Voltage (Gnd). On the contrary, in the memory cell 
2 MC1 corresponding to the odd-numbered X-address, the 
first MTJ element 7 is arranged on the side of the second bit 
line 5 and connected to the ground Voltage (Gnd), and the 
second MTJ element 17 is arranged on the side of the first bit 
line 4 and connected to the plate line 11. According to the 
layout, when the write current Iw flows from the second bit 
line 5 to the first bit line 4, the inversion magnetic field is 
applied to the right side of the first MTJ element 7 with 
respect to the drawing, and the inversion magnetic field is 
applied to the left side of the second MTJ element 17 with 
respect to the drawing, irrespectively of whether the X-ad 
dress is the even-numbered X-address or odd-numbered 
X-address, Thus, the non-coincidence of the write data Din is 
not caused between the even-numbered and odd-numbered 
X-addresses. That is, the layout shown in FIG. 10 is further 
desirable, as compared with the layout shown in FIG. 9. 

FIG. 11 is a plan view showing still another example in a 
layout of the memory array shown in FIG.8. Also, in FIG. 11, 
in order to easily check the drawing, only the plurality of first 
bit lines 4 (WBL0, /WBL1,...), the plurality of second bit 
lines 5 (WBL0, WBL1,...), the plurality of third bit lines 10 
(RBL0, RBL1,...), the write wiring 20 (the wiring through 
which the first transistor 6 and the second transistor 16 are 
connected), the plurality of plate lines 11 (PL0, PL1, 
PL2. . . . ), the ground wiring (Gnd), the first MTJ element 7 
and the second MTJ element 17 are drawn. The directions of 
the solid-white arrows, which are shown on the first MTJ 
element 7 and the second MTJ element 17, indicate the direc 
tions of the magnetizations, which are generated by the write 
current Iw and applied to the free magnetic layer. 

In order to reduce the area of the memory cell 2, the mirror 
arrangement is employed not only between the memory cells 
physically adjacent to each other in the Y-direction, but also 
between the memory cells physically adjacent to each otherin 
the X-direction, as shown by the symbols 31 and 32. Accord 
ing to the layout, similarly to the layout shown in FIG. 10, in 
order to prevent the write data Din from being not coincident 
with each other between the even-numbered and odd-num 
bered X-addresses, the layout of each MTJ element is 
devised. For example, in the memory cell 2 MCO and the 
memory cell 2 MC2, the second MTJ element 17 is arranged 
on the side of the second bit line 5 and connected to the plate 
line 11, and the first MTJ element 7 is arranged on the side of 
the first bit line 4 and connected to the ground voltage (Gnd). 
On the contrary, in the memory cell 2 MC1 and the memory 
cell 2 MC3, the first MTJ element 7 is arranged on the side of 
the second bit line 5 and connected to the ground voltage 
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14 
(Gnd), and the second MTJ element 17 is arranged on the side 
of the first bit line 4 and connected to the plate line 11. 
According to the layout method, when the write current Iw 
flows from the second bit line 5 to the first bit line 4, the 
inversion magnetic field is applied to the right side of the first 
MTJ element 7 with respect to the drawing, and the inversion 
magnetic field is applied to the left side of the second MTJ 
element 17 with respect to the drawing, in all of the memory 
cells 2. Thus, the non-coincidence of the write data Din is not 
caused between the even-numbered and odd-numbered X-ad 
dresses and between the even-numbered and odd-numbered 
Y-addresses. That is, the layout shown in FIG. 11 is further 
desirable, as compared with the layout shown in FIG. 10. 
As mentioned above, according to the configuration of this 

exemplary embodiment, it is possible to improve both of the 
write property and the read property, and it is possible to carry 
out the high speed operation whose cycle time is several ns. 

Also, between the memory cells adjacent to each other, the 
layout except the MTJ elements is mirror-symmetry, and the 
MTJ elements are parallel-symmetrically arranged. More 
over, one of the features lies in that the arrangement positions 
of the first MTJ element 7 and the Second MTJ element 17 are 
exchanged between the foregoing memory cells. Also, the 
present invention is not limited to the above-mentioned exem 
plary embodiments. For example, between the left and right 
memory cells adjacent to each other, the layout except the 
MTJ elements may be mirror-symmetry, and the MTJ ele 
ments may be parallel-symmetrically arranged. 
The layouts shown in FIG. 9 to FIG. 11 can be similarly 

used even in the MRAM in the exemplary embodiment shown 
in FIG.1. Even in such a case the effect similar to the above 
mentioned effect can be attained. 
As mentioned above, according to the memory cell based 

on the present invention, both of the write margin and the read 
margin can be improved, thereby enabling the high speed 
operation. Also, according to the layout method based on the 
present invention, the data can be matched between the adja 
cent memory cells, without any increase in the cell area and 
without any change in the circuit around the memory array. 
The present invention is not limited to the above-men 

tioned exemplary embodiments. Clearly, the respective 
exemplary embodiments can be suitably changed within the 
range of the technical idea of the present invention. 
The invention claimed is: 
1. A magnetic random access memory comprising: 
a plurality of first wirings and a plurality of second wirings 

extending in a first direction; 
a plurality of third wirings and a plurality of fourth wirings 

extending in a second direction; and 
a plurality of memory cells arranged at intersections of said 

plurality of first wirings and said plurality of third wir 
ings, respectively, 

wherein each of said plurality of memory cells comprises: 
a first transistor and a second transistor connected in series 

between a corresponding one of the plurality of first 
wirings and a corresponding one of the plurality of sec 
ond wirings and controlled in response to a signal on a 
corresponding one of the plurality of third wirings, 

a first magnetic resistance element having one end con 
nected to a write wiring through which said first transis 
tor and said second transistor are connected, and the 
other end grounded, and 

a second magnetic resistance element having one end con 
nected to said write wiring, and the other end connected 
to a corresponding one of said plurality of fourth wir 
1ngS. 
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2. The magnetic random access memory according to 
claim 1, further comprising: 

a plurality of fifth wirings extending in the first direction; 
and 

a plurality of sixth wirings extending in the second direc 
tion, 

wherein each of said plurality of memory cells includes a 
third transistor connected between said write wiring and 
a corresponding one of said plurality of fifth wirings and 
controlled in response to a signal on a corresponding one 
of the plurality of sixth wirings. 

3. The magnetic random access memory according to 
claim 1, wherein in two adjacent to each other among said 
plurality of memory cells, said write wirings are mirror-sym 
metrically arranged. 

4. The magnetic random access memory according to 
claim 3, wherein in said two memory cells adjacent to each 
other, said write wirings are mirror-symmetrically arranged 
and said magnetic resistance elements are parallel-symmetri 
cally arranged. 

5. The magnetic random access memory according to 
claim 1, wherein different data are written into said first 
magnetic resistance element and said second magnetic resis 
tance element in each of said plurality of memory cells based 
on a write current flowing through said write wiring. 

6. The magnetic random access memory according to 
claim 1, wherein a node at which said corresponding first 
wiring and said first transistor are connected is physically 
shared by two adjacent to each other among said plurality of 
memory cells, and 

a node at which said corresponding second wiring and said 
second transistor are connected is physically shared by 
two memory cells adjacent to each other. 

7. The magnetic random access memory according to 
claim 1, wherein in one of two memory cells adjacent to each 
other among said plurality of memory cells, said first mag 
netic resistance element is arranged on side of said corre 
sponding first wiring, and said second magnetic resistance 
element is arranged on a side of said corresponding second 
wiring, and in the other memory cell, said first magnetic 
resistance element is arranged on a side of said corresponding 
second wiring, and said second magnetic resistance element 
is arranged on a side of said corresponding first wiring. 

8. The magnetic random access memory according to 
claim 1, wherein said write wiring is substantially U-shaped. 

9. An operation method of a magnetic random access 
memory, comprising: 

a plurality of first wirings and a plurality of second wirings 
extending in a first direction; 

a plurality of third wirings and a plurality of fourth wirings 
extending in a second direction; and 
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16 
a plurality of memory cells arranged at intersections of said 

plurality of first wirings and said plurality of third wir 
ings, respectively, 
wherein each of said plurality of memory cells com 

prises: 
a first transistor and a second transistor connected in series 

between a corresponding one of said plurality of first 
wirings and a corresponding one of said plurality of 
second wirings and controlled in response to a signal on 
a corresponding one of said plurality of third wirings, 

a first magnetic resistance element having one end con 
nected to a write wiring through which said first transis 
tor and said second transistor are connected, and the 
other end grounded; and 

a second magnetic resistance element having one end con 
nected to said write wiring, and the other end connected 
to the fourth wiring, 

wherein said operation method at a time of a read operation 
from the memory cell, comprises: 

(A) setting a corresponding one of said plurality of fourth 
wirings to a first voltage higher than a ground Voltage, 
and 

(B) outputting a read data based on a comparison result 
between a voltage of said write wiring and /2 of the first 
Voltage as a reference Voltage. 

10. The operation method according to claim 9, wherein 
said (B) comprises: 

(B1) selecting said corresponding third wiring to turn on 
said first transistor and said second transistor, and 

(B2) obtaining the voltage of said write wiring from one of 
said corresponding first wiring and said corresponding 
second wiring. 

11. The operation method according to claim 9, wherein 
said magnetic random access memory further comprises: 

a plurality of fifth wirings extending in the first direction; 
and 

a plurality of sixth wirings extending in the second direc 
tion, 

wherein each of said plurality of memory cells comprises a 
third transistor connected between said write wiring and 
a corresponding one of said plurality of fifth wirings and 
controlled in response to a signal on a corresponding one 
of said plurality of sixth wirings, 

wherein said (B) comprises: 
(B1) selecting said corresponding sixth wiring to turn on 

said third transistor, and 
(B2) obtaining the voltage of said write wiring from the 

fifth wiring. 


