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2 Claims.

The invention described herein, if patented,
may be manufactured and used by or for the
Government for governmental purposes, without
the payment to me of any royalty thereon.

This invention relates to a drop-leaf table, and
more particularly to a drop-leaf table having
ground-engaging means arranged in such a man-
ner that they do not obstruct the space beneath
the table.

My invention is an improvement in a drop-
leaf table of ‘the type having a top, & pair of
drop-leaves hinged to two. opposite parallel edges
of the top, and legs pivoted to the underside of

the top and rotatable into and out of supporting ‘

engagement with the drop-leaves.” Such a drop-
leaf table needs additional ground-engaging
means, as the pivoted legs do not furnish a suf-
ficiently stable support. Such additional ground-
engaging support is customarily provided by a
pair of legs, each leg being located proximate
a free edge of the table top. 'This arrangement
has the disadvantage that a person seated at the
table is unable to place his feet under the table,
and thus is prevented from assuming a com-
fortable position close to the table.

Accordingly, a primary object of this inven-
tion is the provision of an unobstructed space
beneath a drop-leaf table of the type described.

A further object of the invention is a drop-
leaf table having a top and drop-leaves sup-
ported by pivoted legs, and additional ground
support arranged in such a manner as to be
out of the way of a person seated at the table.

Another object of the invention is a drop-
leaf table having two pairs of pivoted legs and
one pair of fixed legs attached to the under-
side of the top in such a manner that there is
a continuous unobstructed space beneath the
table top when the pivoted legs are in retracted
position.

A further object of my invention is a sturdy
drop-leaf table possessing a pleasing appearance
in extended as well as in retracted position.

Other objects and advantages of a drop-leaf
table in accordance with my invention will be-
come apparent as the description of the same in
connection with the appended drawings proceeds.

A drop-leaf table in accordance with my in-
vention generally comprises a table top, a pair
of drop-leaves, two pairs of legs pivoted to the
table top and rotatable into and out of support-
Ing engagement with the drop-leaves, and fixed
legs extending from the underside of the table
top proximate the hinge-bearing edges of the
top and in substantial alignment with the pivots
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of the rotatable legs; in this manner the space
beneath the table top is entirely cleared from ob-
structions between the free edges thereof.

The appended drawings illustrate a preferred
embodiment of my invention. I desire it to be
understood, however, that my invention is not
limited to the exact embodiment shown therein.
In the drawings, ‘

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a drop-leaf table
in accordance with my invention, with the drop-
leaves in extended position;

Fig. 2 is a bottom plan view of the embodi~
ment shown in Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a longitudinal section, partly broken
away, along line 3—3 of Fig. 2;

Fig. 4 is a section taken on line 4—4 of Fig, 2;
and

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of my drop-leaf
table with the drop-leaves in dropped position.

More particularly, numeral {8 denotes s table
top of generally rectangular outline, having a
pair of free edges Il and 12, and a pair of edges
{3, 14 normal thereto; drop-leaves 15 and 15
are hinged to the latter edges of the top. To
the underside of table top 10 is pivoted a pair
of legs 11, IT’, each leg having a horizontal por-
tion 18 (or 18’) and a vertical portion 9 (or 197).
Fach leg thus generally resembles an inverted
L; the pivots 20, e. g. pins are located at the
free ends of the horizontal portions 18, 18’ to
connect them to the underside of table top 10
near the center of edge (3. Legs 21, 2i’, of
construction identical with legs 11, 17, are piv~
oted to the underside of table top 10 near the
center of edge [4. By swinging each leg outward-~
ly until it engages a stop 22 on the underside of
a drop-leaf, drop-leaves 15 and (6 are supported
in extended position. Stops 22 are preferably so
located that legs 17, 17" and 21, 2i’ are at an
angle of about 45° relative to edges i3, 14 of
the table top.

The center of table top 18 is additionally sup-
ported by fixed ground-engaging means 23, which
in my preferred embodiment consist of a pair
of vertical legs 24, 24’ extending beneath table
top 10 from near the center of edges 12, 14. For
secure attachment of the legs to the table top
and for attractive appearance, I prefer to asso-
ciate the legs 24, 24’ with a horizontal member
25 which is fastened to the underside of table
fop 10 by screws 26 or similar suitable means.
Legs 24, 24’ and horizontal member 25 together
thus generally resemble an inverted U; they may
he, and in fact I prefer them to be, integral. The
advantage of such an arrangement is best seen
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in Fig. 5 of the drawings, which shows an un-
interrupted free space beneath the table top 10,
unobstructed by legs 11, 17/, 21, 21’ and 24, 24".
To realize this advantage the ground-engaging
unit 23, consisting of spaced legs 24, 24’ and
horizontal member 25, is arranged in a plane
normal to edges 13, 14 passing through the center
of the table. :

The out-of-the-way position of the ground-en-
gaging unit 23 is equally advantageous in the ex~
tended position of the table (see Fig. 1). --Persons
seated along the edges 14, 12 of the table top and
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their drop-leaf contmuatmns have comfortable. -

leg room and are not cramped by table legs ex-

tending beneath an edge intermediate the corners )

of the extended table.

It will be understood that my invention is
equally applicable to a drop-leaf table having a
single drop-leaf rather than a pair of drop-leaves.
In a single-leaf construction (not shown), only
the pair of legs adjacent. the drop-leéaf is hinged,
-while the remaining legs are in fixed position rel-
ative to the table top.

A great variety of structiural materials are suit-
able for the construction of a drop-leaf table in
accordance with my invention. A useful mate-
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top in the proximity of said edges, and a pair of
fixed legs for additionally supporting said. top,
said fixed legs being spaced from each other sui-
ficiently to accommodate the feet of a person
seated at a free edge of said table, each of said

_fixed legs being positioned heneath sald top be-

tween and in substantial alignmient with a pair
of said pivot means.

2. A drop-leaf table comprising a top, a pair of
drop-leaves hinged to said top at two opposite
edges of said top, two pairs of movable legs rotat-
able into and out of supporting engagement with

“said drop-leéaves and having the general shape

of an inverted L, two pairs of pivot pins for con-

“nécting said movsable legs to and beneath said

top in the proximity of said edges, and a fixed
ground-engaging assembly for additionally sup-
porting said top, said assembly having the gen-

- eral shape of an inverted U, the horizontal por-
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-rial is piywood for the construction: of the table .

top and extension leaves, while the single legs-and
the fixed ground-engaging means may be made
of the same material of sclid wood or metal, o
also plastic material. It will be understood that
thess materials are only enumerated by way of
example, and are by no means the only oneg siit-
_able.for the construction of my table.

Having thus fully described my invention, I

claim: i

1. A drop-leaf table comprlsmg a top, a pair of
drop-leaves hinged to said tep: at two opposite
edges of said top, two pairs of movable legs rotat-

able into and out of supporting engagement with - 4

-said drop-leaves, two pairs of pivot means for
connecting said movable legs to and beneath said

tion of said assembly being fixed to and beneath

- said top- in the center region of said top on aline

joining the centers of said opposite drop-leaf-
carrying edges, and the two vertical portions of
said ground-engaging assembly being spacéd from
each: other sufficiently to- accomimodate the feet
of g person seated at a free edge of sgid table,
each of said vertical peortiong-being positiched
bemeath said -top: between and i substantlal
ahcrnment with a pair of said pivot pins.-
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