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My invention consists in new and useful im-
provements in garment hangers and relates more
particularly to an attachment for a conventional
wire coat hanger or the like to facilitate the
hanging of trousers or skirts on the cross bar
of the hanger.

"“When trousers or skirts are folded and hung
over: the crossshar of a conventional wire coat
hanger, the cross bar invariably leaves a notice-
able crease or indentation in the garment and al-
though ‘various efforts have been made to devise
shields or protective coverings for such cross bars,
none -has been particularly satisfactory. It is
therefore -the object.of my invention to provide
a removable trousers or skirt hanging attachment
which may be installed on any of the convention-
al wire coat hangers, said attachment preferably
having a curved upper surface of sufficient trans-
verse area to adequately support folded trousers
or skirts without imparting thereto the objection-
able .creases. .

..Another object of my invention is to provide
a novel spring actuated retaining clip whereby
the trousers or skirt supporting attachment may
be: readily installed and removed from conven-
tional coat hangers without requiring any alter-
ation of the hanger.

A still further object of the invention is to pro--

v1de retaining clips at the longitudinal extremi-
ties of the trousers and skirt supporting member,
so. .designed that aside from their function as

locking elements, they render additional support:

to the shoulders and sleeves of a coat hung on the
main portion of the garment hanger.

With the above and other objects in view which
will appear as the description proceeds, my in-
vention consists in the novel features set forth,
illustrated in the accompanying drawing. and
more particularly pointed out in the appended
claims.

Referring to the drawing in which numerals of
like character designate similar parts through-
out: the several views:

Figure .1 is a perspective view of my improved
attachment inh place on the cross bar of a-con-
ventional wire coat hanger;

Figure 2 is an enlarged fragmentary top plan
view of one end of the structure shown in Figure
1;

Figure 3 is a similar view from the underside
of the attachment with a portion shown in sec-
tion to illustrate one method of securing the re-
taining clip in place;

Figure 4 is a fragmentary view In side eleva-
tion showing the retaining clip in locked position
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in full lnes, and in releasing position in dotted
lines;

Figure 5 isan end view of the structure shown

in Figure 4;

Figure 6 is a similar view showing the attach-
ment in the course of being removed from the
hanger;

Figure 7 is a fragmentary view showing &
modified retaining elip structure; and

gure 8 is a further modification of a method
of mounting the clip on the body of the attach-
ment.

In the drawings, 10 represents a conventional

wire coat hanger which, for the purpose of illus-
tration, is of the type formed by bending a single
piece of wire to form angular shoulder supporting
elements 11, connected by a cross bar 12 and hav-
ing a suspending hook {3 at the junction of the
two shoulder supporting elements. My improved
attachment comprises a trousers or skirt sup-
porting member {4 which, in the form shown in
Figures 1 to 6, comprises an elongated sheet of
thin metal bent transversely to form a rounded
garment-engaging upper face. The ends {4a of
the sheet are preferably folded inwardly as
shown in Pigure 3 to avoid sharp edges and the
longitudinal edges of the metal body 14 are pre-
ferably rolled inwardly from end to end to form
hollow beads 15 adapted to receive the free ends
16 of a bifurcated clip 17 at each end of the body
14.
- Bach of the clips 17 is formed of resilient wire
bent upwardly at substantially right angles from
each of the legs 16, to form arms 18 which are
bent inwardly at a more abrupt angle and con-
verge to form a loop or nofch 9 at the junction
of the two arms.

.The iihderside of the metal body (4 is adapted
to rest upon the cross bar 12 of the coat hanger
10 in pdrallel relation thereto and the spring
clips 171 are adapted to be sprung into place under
respective’ shoulder supporting elements 11, as
shown-in Figure 1, with the loops 19 embracing
the elements Il. These spring clips, being nor-
mally under an. outward tension, retain the at-
tachment in place on the hanger by forcing it
downwardly on the cross bar {2 and also pre-
venting lateral displacement by means of the
loop 9.

In order to remove the attachment, either one
of the spring clips 17 is forced inwardly against
its spring tension, to the position shown in dotted
lines in Figure 4, thus clearing the shoulder sup-~
porting element of the garment hanger and per-
mitting the attachment to be rocked laterally into



3

the position shown in Figure 6, from which posi-
tion the body member 14 may be readily lifted
from the cross bar 12. The installation of the
attachment is accomplished by the reverse oper-
ation.

In Figure 7 I have shown a modified form of
spring clip wherein the wire is bent first at a
substantially 90° angle outwardly as it emerges
from the bead i5 and then at a 90° angle up-
wardly, instead of the single 90° bend upwardly,
as shown in the other figures just referred to. In
this modification the double angular bend des-
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ignated by the numeral 20, serves the dual fune- -

tion of a stop for positioning the clip in the at-
tachment 14 and also as an added protection to
the garments. '

It is to be understood that I do not intend to
confine myself to the use of sheet metal in the
manufacture of the body 14. Obviously, this may
be made of wood or plastic or any suitable ma-
terial properly shaped to.serve the intended pur-
pose. Furtherimcre, I do nof intend to confine
myself to the particular method of attaching the
spring clip to the body i4. For ezample, in Fig-
ure. 8, I have shown a. modification wherein the
sheet: metal body 14, instead. of being provided
with g rolled edge or bead I5, is punched as. at.2{
to accommodate the free ends of the bifurcated
spring clips 7.

It will thus be seen that with. my improved at-
tachment, a conventional wire garment hanger
is conveniently adapted to serve both as a coat
hanger and as a trousers or skirt hanger with a
minimum of effort, and that the disadvantages
heretofore noted are overcome. TFurthermore,
due to the flaring shape and angle of inclination
of the spring clips 17, at the extremities of the
assembly;, additional support is afforded to the
sleeves and shoulders of a coat, thus avoiding the
objection heretofore encountered with ordinary
wire: coat hangers, wherein the abrupt bends at
the extremities of the hanger cause an unsightly
bulge in the sleeve of g coat.

It should also be observed that spring engage-
ment of the retaining clips #7 under the shoul-
der supporting arms {1 of the hanger acts to ver-
tically reinforce the arms I{, thus reducing the
normal tendency of said arms to bend down-
wardly under- the weight of heavy coats.

Fromr the foregoing it is believed that my in-
vention may be readily understood by those
skilled in the art without further description, it
being borne in mind that numerous changes may
be made in the detail of structure without de-
parting from the spirit of the invention gs set
forth in the following claim.

Iclaim:

1. An attachment for a garment hanger of the
type comprising a wire, bent to form angular
shoulder supporting arms connected by a cross
har and. having a suspending hook, said attach-
ment comprising an elongated body member
adapted to rest upon said cross bar in parallel
relation, for supporting a pair of trousers or a
skirt: folded thereover; said body member hav-
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ing upwardly directed retaining elements at each
of its longitudinal extremities for detachably en-
gaging beneath respective shoulder supporting
arms at points intermediate the extremities of
the latter.

2. An attachment for a garment hanger of the
type comprising a wire, bent to form angular
shoulder supporting arms connected by a cross
bar and having a suspending hook, said: attach-
ment comprising an elongated body member
adapted to rest upon said cross bar in parallel
relation, said body member having a transversely
curved upper surface for supporting a pair of
trousers or a skirt, folded thereover, said body
member having upwardly directed spring actu-
ated retaining elements at each of its longitudi-
nal extremities for detachably engaging beneath
respective shoulder supporting arms at points
intermediate the extremities of the latter.

3. An attachment for a garment hanger of the
type ‘comprising a, wire, bent to form angular
shoulder supporting: arms; connected by a cross
bar and having a suspended hook, said attach-
ment comprising an elongated body member
adapted to engage said cross bar in parallel rela-
tion, said body member having a transversely
curved upper surface for supporting a pair of
trousers or a skirt folded thereover, and retain-.
ing elements at each, of the longitudinal extremi-
ties of said. body member, comprising resilient
bifurcated clips, the legs of which are secured
to said body member, said clips being bent up~
wardly and inwardly to underlie intermediate
points on respective shoulder supporting arms in;
tensional engagement: therewith.

4. An attachment for a garment hanger of the
type comprising a wire bent to form angular
shoylder supporting arms connected by a cross
bar and having a suspending hook, said attache
ment comprising: an elongated body member
formed of a transversely and downwardly curved
sheet of metal adapted to overlie said cross. bar
in parallel relation for supporting g pair of
trousers or a skirt folded thereover, and retaining
elements at each of the longitudinal extremities
of said hody member comprising resilient bifur-
cated clips, the longitudinal edges of said body
member being provided with rolled beads adapted
to receive respective legs of said bifurcated clips
and to act as reinforcing means for said body
member, said bifurcated clips being bent Up=
wardly and inwardly from said legs to underlie
said shoulder supporting arms in tensional en~
gagement therewith. '
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