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KEEPERFOR PEGBOARD HARDWARE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Pegboards and pegboard hardware for supporting tools or 
merchandise of different varieties are well-known, pegboards 
being manufactured in various thicknesses and having peg 
receiving openings of different diameters. The more common 
pegboard for household use is approximately one-eighth of an 
inch in thickness, having peg-receiving openings therein, these 
openings having a diameter of substantially three-sixteenths of 
an inch for freely receiving relatively light mounting peg ele 
ments having a diameter of substantially one-eight of an inch. 
For merchandise display purposes and for supporting heavier 
tools, equipment or merchandise, pegboards having a 
thickness of approximately one-quarter of an inch are used, 
these having openings therethrough that are approximately 
nine-thirty-seconds of an inch in diameter to receive hardware 
including relatively heavier supporting pegs. Still other peg 
boards, made from sheet metal, are known, these having sub 
stantially less thickness than the usual pegboards made from 
fiber board or the like. The sheet metal pegboards may be sup 
plied with either the larger or smaller openings to fit lighter or 
heavier hardware as desired. Obviously, the heavier weight 
hardware, designed for the larger openings, does not fit the 
smaller openings in a lighter weight pegboard. If it is desired to 
use the less expensive hardware designed for lighter weight 
board or sheet metal board in a pegboard having the larger 
sized openings designed for heavier hardware, the lighter 
weight hardware fits so loosely therein as to be exceedingly 
unstable. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
An important object of this invention is the provision of 

pegboard hardware or a keeperfor the same, having mounting 
peg elements that will securely support the pegboard hard 
ware on pegboards of different thicknesses and having peg 
receiving openings of different diameters. To this end, I pro 
vide a keeper including a body having a rear portion for en 
gagement with the front surface of a pegboard, and pair of 
laterally spaced peg elements for reception in pegboard 
openings, peg elements having generally lower horizontal end 
portions extending rearwardly with respect to the body, angu 
lar intermediate portions, and generally vertical upper end 
portions. The lower end portions have longitudinally flat top 
edge surfaces disposed in a common generally horizontal 
plane, and are of a size including a given generally vertical 
dimension to enable the same to be received in pegboard 
openings of a given diameter. The intermediate portions have 
angularly forwardly and upwardly facing edge surfaces in a 
common plane, and the upper end portions have forwardly 
facing edge surfaces joining the angular edge surfaces of their 
respective peg elements. The top edge surfaces join their 
respective angular edge surfaces at points rearwardly spaced 
from the rear keeper portion a distance substantially equal to 
the vertical dimension of the lower end portion, and the angu 
lar edge surfaces join the front surfaces of their respective 
upper end portions at points spaced above the plane of said 
top edge surfaces a distance not greater than the above men 
tioned vertical dimension. The forwardly facing edge surfaces 
are spaced rearwardly of the rear keeper portion a distance 
substantially twice the above-mentioned vertical dimension. 
The lower end portions of the peg element are preferably 
formed to provide downwardly opening notches adjacent the 
rear keeper portion for reception of portions of metallic peg 
boards adjacent the peg-receiving openings thereof. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWENGS 

FIG. 1 is a view in perspective of a piece of pegboard hard 
ware including the keeper of this invention; 

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary view in front elevation of a pegboard 
showing the hardware of FIG. 1 mounted thereon; 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary vertical section taken substantially 
on the line 3-3 of FIG. 2; 
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FIG. 4 is a view corresponding to FIG. 3 but showing the 

mounting of the pegboard hardware on a pegboard of less 
thickness than that of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 5 is a view corresponding to FIGS. 3 and 4 but showing 
the hardware of FIG. 1 being mounted on a relatively thin 
sheet metal pegboard; 

FIG. 6 is a view in rear elevation, as seen from the line 6-6 
of FIG. 5; and 

FIG. 7 is an enlarged fragmentary section taken substan 
tially on the line 7-7 of FIG. 1. 

DETALED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODEMENT 

In FIGS. 2-6, conventional pegboards 1, 2 and 3 are frag 
mentarily shown, the pegboard 1 being relatively thick, the 
board 2 being of intermediate thickness, and the board 3 being 
relatively thin. The boards 1 and 2 are usually made from 
wood or wood fibers, the board 3 being of sheet metal. The 
pegboard 1 is of the heavy duty variety and has a thickness of 
substantially one-quarter inch, being drilled or bored to pro 
vide a plurality of equidistantly spaced transverse openings 4 
therethrough from the front wall surface 5 to the rear wall sur 
face 6. Usually, the openings 4 have a diameter of approxi 
mately nine thirty-seconds of an inch to receive the mounting 
pegs of heavy duty pegboard hardware usually used in connec 
tion with the board 1. The board 2 is similar to the board 1, 
having front and rear wall surfaces 7 and 8 respectively and a 
plurality of equidistantly spaced openings 9 extending trans 
versely through the board 2. The standard thickness of the 
pegboard 2 is one-eighth of an inch, the diameter of the holes 
9 being approximately three-sixteenths of an inch. The 
thickness of the metal pegboard 3 varies and may be anywhere 
between 0.030 and 0.060 inches, the panel 3 having 
equidistantly spaced openings 10 therethrough extending 
transversely from the front wall surface 11 to the rear wall sur 
face 12 of the pegboard3. 
The keeper of this invention comprises a plate-like body 13 

having generally flat front and rear surfaces 14 and 15 respec 
tively, and a pair of laterally spaced peg elements 16. The 
body 13 is adapted to have welded or otherwise rigidly 
secured to the front surface 14 thereof an article holding ele 
ment of any desired configuration. One such article holding 
element is shown as being in the nature of an elongated hook 
like hanger bar 17 welded at one end to the keeper body sur 
face 14, as indicated at 18 and extending forwardly therefrom. 
The opposite end of the bar 17 being upturned, as indicated at 
19. 
Each of the peg elements 16 includes a lower end portion 

20, an intermediate portion 21 and an upper end portion 22. 
Each lower end portion 20 is integrally formed with an op 
posite side edge of the body 13 and is bent to extend rear 
wardly with respect to the rear surface 15 of the keeper body 
13. Adjacent the body 13, the lower end portion 20 of each 
peg element 16 is formed to provide a downwardly opening 
notch 23, and each lower end portion is provided with a lon 
gitudinally flat horizontal upper edge surface 24 preferably 
coplanar with the upper edge 25 of the keeper body 13. With 
reference to FIG.3, it will be seen that each lower end portion 
20 has a maximum vertical dimension A, this dimension being 
only slightly less than the diameter of the openings 9 and 10 in 
their respective pegboards 2 and 3. The lateral thickness of 
the body 13 and peg elements 16 may be assumed to be 
somewhat less than the vertical dimension A. The inter 
mediate portion 21 of each peg element 16 has a longitu 
dinally extending edge surface 26 which faces angularly for 
wardly and upwardly, the edge surfaces 26 being disposed in a 
common plane. Each intermediate edge surface 26 joins its 
respective upper edge surface 24 at a point rearwardly spaced 
from the rear surface 15 of the body 13 a distance indicated at 
B in FIG. 7, and substantially equal to the vertical dimension 
A. The edge surfaces 24 and 26 of each peg element 16 join to 
form a corner 27. The upper end portions 22 of the peg ele 
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ments 26 extend generally vertically from the intermediate 
portions 21 and have front edge surfaces 28 disposed in a 
common vertical plane, and adapted to engage the rear wall 6 
of the relatively thick pegboard 1, as shown in FIG. 3. For this 
purpose, the edge surfaces 28 are disposed rearwardly of the 
rear wall surface 15 a distance equal to substantially twice the 
dimension A or B, as indicated by the dimension 2A in FIG. 7. 
Each edge surface 28 joins its respective intermediate edge 
surface 26 to define a corner 29 that is upwardly spaced from 
the level of its respective upper edge surface 24 a distance not 
greater than the dimension A. It will be appreciated that the 
dimension A represents the greatest width of each peg ele 
ment 16 throughout its length. 
With reference to FIGS. 2 and 3, it will be seen that, when 

the keeper body 13 is applied to the heavier or relatively 
thickerboard 1 having the larger openings 4 therethrough, the 
rear surface 15 of the body 13 lies flat against the front surface 
5 of the pegboard 1 while the edge surfaces 28 engage the rear 
surface 6 of the pegboard 1, thus holding the keeper body 13 
flat against the front surface 5. When the keeper body 13 is 
applied to the relatively thinner pegboard 2, with the rear sur 
face 15 of the body 13 lying flat against the front surface 7 of 
the pegboard 2, the rear surface 8 of the pegboard 2 at the 
openings 9 in which the peg elements 16 are received, engage 
the corners 27 to securely hold the keeper body 13 against the 
front surface 7 of the pegboard 2. When the keeper body 13 is 
applied to the metallic pegboard 3, as shown in FIGS. 5 and 6, 
the portions of the pegboard 3 immediately below the 
openings 10 occupied by the elements 16 are received into the 
notches 23 to hold the rear surface 15 substantially against the 
front surface 11 of the pegboard 3. 
From the above, it will be seen that the keeper of this inven 

tion may be applied to pegboards of the thicknesses and hole 
sizes most commonly used at the present time; and that the 
configuration and arrangement of the peg elements and 
keeper body assures a well-fitting and stable mounting of the 
pegboard hardware on the different pegboards in common 
Se. 

This invention has been thoroughly tested and found to be 
completely satisfactory for the accomplishment of the objec 
tives set forth; and, while I have shown and described a com 
mercial embodiment of keeper for pegboard hardware, it will 
be understood that the same is capable of modification 
without departure from the spirit and scope of the invention, 
as defined in the claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A keeper for pegboard hardware comprising; a body hav 

ing a rear portion for engagement with the front surface of a 
generally vertically disposed pegboard having laterally spaced 
peg-receiving openings therethrough; and a pair of laterally 
spaced peg elements each disposed to be received in a dif 
ferent one of said pegboard openings; said peg elements in 
cluding lower end portions projecting rearwardly with respect 
to said body, intermediate portions inclined upwardly and 
rearwardly from said lower end portions, and upper end por 
tions projecting upwardly from said intermediate portions; 
said lower end portions having longitudinally generally flat top 
edge surfaces aligned in a common generally horizontal plane; 
said intermediate portions having upwardly and forwardly fac 
ing edge surfaces disposed in a common plane; said upper end 
portions having front edge surfaces disposed in a common 
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4 
generally vertical plane; said lower end portions having a com 
mon predetermined vertical dimension; said top edge surfaces 
joining said edge surfaces of their respective intermediate por 
tions at points rearwardly spaced from said rear body portion 
a distance substantially equal to said vertical dimension, said 
edge surfaces of the intermediate portions joining the front 
edge surfaces of their respective upper end portions at points 
spaced above said top edge surfaces a distance not greater 
than said vertical dimension said front edge surfaces being 
rearwardly spaced from said rear portion of the body a 
distance substantially equal to twice said vertical dimension. 

2. The keeper defined in claim 1 in which said body com 
prises a generally flat plate-like member, said rear portion of 
the body comprising a flat rear surface of said plate-like 
member for face-to-face engagement with the front surface of 
said pegboard. 

3. The keeper defined in claim 2, in which said plate-like 
member has a top edge and opposite side edges, said peg ele 
ments being integral with said body and bent to project rear 
wardly from said side edges adjacent said top edges of the 
body. 

4. A keeper for pegboard hardware, said keeper comprising 
a normally generally vertically disposed body for engagement 
with the front surface of a pegboard having at least a pair of 
laterally spaced openings extending transversely 
therethrough; and a pair of laterally spaced peg elements 
disposed to be received in a different one of said pegboard 
openings; said peg elements including, lower end portions pro 
jecting generally rearwardly with respect to said body, inter 
mediate portions inclined upwardly and rearwardly from said 
lower end portions, and upper end portions normally project 
ing generally vertically upwardly from said intermediate por 
tions; said keeper defining a pair of downwardly opening 
notches one in each of said lower end peg portions adjacent 
said body. 

5. The keeper defined in claim 4 in which said body com 
prises a generally flat rear surface for face-to-face engagement 
with the front surface of the pegboard. 

6. The keeper defined in claim 5 in which said body com 
prises a generally flat plate-like member having a top edge and 
opposite side edges, said peg elements being integral with said 
body and bent to project rearwardly from said side edges ad 
jacent said top edge of the body. 

7. The keeper defined in claim 5 in which said lower end 
peg portions have longitudinally generally flat top edge sur 
faces disposed in a common generally horizontal plane, said 
intermediate portions having upwardly and forwardly facing 
edge surfaces disposed in a common plane, said upper end 
portions having front edge surfaces disposed in a common 
generally vertical plane, said lower end portions having a com 
mon predetermined vertical dimension, said top edge surfaces 
joining said edge surfaces of their respective intermediate por 
tions at points rearwardly spaced from said rear body surface a 
distance substantially equal to said vertical dimension, said 
edge surfaces of the intermediate portions joining the front 
edge surfaces of their respective upper end portions at points 
spaced above said top edge surfaces a distance not greater 
than said vertical dimension, said front edge surfaces being 
rearwardly spaced from said rear body surface a distance sub 
stantially equal to twice said vertical dimension. 
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