No. 677,785. - Patented luly 2, 1901
A. L. MARINER. '

EYEGLASS CASE.

(Application filed‘May 3, 1901

(No Model.)

THE NORRIS PETERS €O . PROTO-LITHO. WASHINGTON . C,




I0

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE,

.ABBOTT L. MARINER, OF MEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR TO LOUIS

E. KIRSTEIN AND ABRAHAM ASHER, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

EYEGLASS-CASE.

SPECIFICATION formming part of Letters Patent No. 6"77,785, dated July 2, 1901,

Application filed May 3, 1901,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ABBOTT L. MARINER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Medford,in the county of Middlesex and State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Eyeglass-Cases,
of which the following is a specification,

My invention relates to improvements in
cases adapted to contain spectacles and eye-
glasses. These cases are ordinarily made of
sheet metal covered on the exterior with
leather and lined on the inside with velvet.

My present improvement relates to the
spring-hinge by which the cover or flap of the
case is secured to the body part. It is well
known that by reason of the velvet lining and
outside leather cover ordinary forms of hinge

‘are not readily adaptable for use on eyeglass-

cases; and the object of my invention is to
provide a form of hinge which is free from
exposed or projecting parts, which is capable
of being neatly covered, and which shall act
to hold the cover of the case bothin the open
and closed position.
IntheaccompanyingdrawingsIhaveshown
at Figure 1in perspective an eyeglass or spec-
tacle case of a well-known form or shape to
which my presentimprovementisapplied. At
Figs. 2 and 3 I have shown sections through
a hinged portion of the case represented by
the dotted line 2 2 of Fig. 1, showing the re-
lation of the parts when the coverisfully open
or fully closed, and at Fig. 3 their relation
when the coveris in an intermediate position.
At Figs. 4and 5 I have shown transverse sec-
tions of the case and cover on the dotted lines
44 and 5 5, respectively, of Fig. 1, and at Figs.
6 and 7 I have shown in perspective and en-
larged certain details of my improved hinge-
joint, as will be hereinafter more fully de-
seribed. '
The cover A and the case B are provided at
theirmeeting edges with tubular pertions a b,
preferably madeintegral with them and equal
in diameter and bore. The said portions to-
gether form a tube adapted to receive a spiral
spring C and hinge members D E. These
hinge members (shown in detail and enlarged
at Figs. 6 and 7) consist of pins preferably
made of metal and approximately fitting the
interior of the tube ¢ 6. I have shown and

Serial No. 58,662, (No mpdel.)

prefer to employ two pairs of hinged mem-
bers arranged as indicated at Ifigs. 2 and 3—
that is to say, with a pairof hinged members

at each end of the tube and the spiral spring 55
centrally disposed. The hinged members D

E are respectively provided at their abutting
ends with a wedge or double taper d and a
corresponding double taper slot e to receive
the same. One member of each hinge is 6o -
placed in that part of the tube attached to the
cover and the other member in that part of
the tube attached to the case, and each mems-
ber of the hinge is prevented from turning in
the tube, preferably by meauns of a fin or pro- 63
jection ¥, adapted toenter and interlock with

a cut-away portion of the tube. This con-
struction is illustrated at Figs. 4 and 5, where
the pin D is shown in the first-named figure
with its fin entering a recess in that part B of 70
the tube formed upon the case, while in Fig.

5 the pin E is shown with its projection en-
tering a slot in the wall of the tube a, attached

to the cover.

It will be understood that the spring Cis 735
at all times under compression, its function
being by reason of its resilience to crowd the
two members of the hinge together longitu-
dinally.

The operation of the device is as follows: 8o
Assuming the article to be in the condition
shown in Fig. 1, with the cover in the open
position, the endwise thrust of the spring C
forces the parts D and E together longitudi-
nally, and the wedge-and-slot. formation of 83
their ends holds the cover against turning
unless sufficient pressure be applied to coun-
teract the spring-pressure. If now it is de-
sired to close the case, this is done by the
hand in the ordinary manner, and while it is go
being closed the parts of the hinge pass from
the relation shown in Fig. 2 to that of Fig. 3,
the wedge no longer lying in the slot, but by
reason of its rotation, due to the closing of
the case, having ridden up out of the slot and g3
bearing upon the extreme end of the walls
thereof and at right angles to its former po-
sition. If now the movement of the case be
continued in closing, the further rotation of
the hinged members attached to the cover 1oo
will cause them to again assume a position
where the wedge is free to enter the slot un-



I0

18

=2

der the spring-pressure, this being the closed
position shown in Fig. 4. It will further be
understood that ordinarily the two members
of the hinge come together, both in the open
and closed position of the lid, with a slight
snap, which has been found desirable in ar-
ticles of this character.

I claim—

1. The improved case herein described,
comprising a tray having a cover hinged there-
to, the adjacent portions of the tray and cover
being provided with recesses containing hinge
members having their abutting ends respec-
tively provided with a wedge and a tapered
slot and a spring arranged to force the said
ends together.
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2. In a case of the character described, the
combination of a cover A and tray B, respec-
tively provided with tubular portions a, b,
and a coiled spring C, and hinge members
D, E, located in said tubular portions, the
said members being provided with fins F,
adapted to enter slots in said tubular por-
tions, whereby the hinge members are pre-
vented from turning in the tubular portions
when the cover is opened or closed:

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-

'seribed my name this 27th day of April, 1901,

ABBOTT L. MARINER.
- 'Witnesses: )
CHas. C. Kurrz,
ALEX. P; BROWNE:
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