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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GUSTAFE. LINDER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Ge. 
neva, in the county of Kane and State of 
Illinois, have invented new and useful Im 
provements in Chair-Couplers, of which the 
following is a full, clear, concise, and exact 
companying 

10 
description, reference being had to the ac 

ing drawing, forming a part of this pecification. 
My inyention relates to means for coup 
g chairs Ór seats together to form a con 
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tinuous, or practically continuous, row. 
... My device is particularly adapted for use 
on chairs in halls, lecture rooms, schools, 
etc., where separate chairs are used, but it is 
desired that these chairs form a practically 
continuous row and be secured together to 
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prevent the same from being disarranged or 
moved about. r 
One of the objects of my invention is to 

provide a coupler, which, while it will se 
curely connect the chairs together, will per 
mit the same to be readily separated in event 
it is desired to move the chairs or change 
their arrangement. 
A further object of my invention is to 

provide a device which is simple and strong, 
and which will, when the chairs are sep 
arated, have no projecting parts. 
I have illustrated in the accompanying 

drawings one form of my invention for the 
purpose of disclosing the same. 
In said drawings- Figure 1 is a front ele 

vation of a number of chairs, some of the 
same being shown connected together by my 
coupler and one of the chairs being shown in 
a detached position: Fig. 2 is a top plan 
yiew of my improved coupler: Fig. 3 is a 
bottom plain view of the coupler; Fig. 4 is a 
sectional view taken on the line 4-4 of Fig. 
2; and Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken on 
the line 5-5 of Fig. 4. 
In the embodiment of my invention illus 

trated, my coupler comprises a pair of re 
ceiving members 6 and a coupler or link 
member 7. 
erably formed from a piece of sheet metal 
which has its sides flanged downwardly and 
inwardly as at 8 to form a socket. The re 
ceiving members are adapted to be secured 
in position by screws passing through open 
ings 9 formed therein and are each provided 
with a pin-receiving opening 10. 
The coupler 7 preferably comprises a 

straight bar formed of sheet metal and hav 

specification of Letters Patent. 

Each receiving member is pref. 
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ing longitudinally extending strengthening 
ribs. 11. The ends of the bar are flanged 
downwardly as at 12 to give additional ri 
gidity to the same. The coupler is adapted 60 
to make a sliding engagement with the re 
ceivers, the ends of the coupler being adapt 
ed to be slid into the sockets formed on the 
receivers and locked therein by locking pins 
13 which engage in the pin-receiving open 
ings. 10. The locking pins are secured on 
the coupler by a pair of flat springs 14, 
which, at their outer ends, are riveted to the 
under side of the coupler between the 
strengthening ribs 11 and carry the pins 
thereon, suitable openings being provided in 
the coupler, permitting the pins to pro 
ject therethrough and beyond the upper 
surface thereof. In practice I prefer to 
secure the outer ends of the springs near 
the outer ends of the coupler, making the 
springs long enough to extend to almost the 
center of the coupler. The inner ends of the 
springs are turned down to be more readily 
grasped by the operator. By this arrange 
ment, when the coupler is in position, hold 
ing a pair of chairs together, the springs are 
more readily accessible. 

In practice, the receivers 6 are secured 
under the seats of a pair of chairs, one on 
each chair, and when it is desired to couple 
the chairs together, the coupler is inserted 
in one of the receivers, being slid therein 
until one of the locking pins 13 thereof en 
gages in the pin-receiving opening 10 of the 
receiver. The next chair is then moved to 
ward the chair carrying the coupler and the 
opposite end of the coupler is slid into the 
receiver carried on the free chair until the 
locking pin carried on the free end of the 
coupler engages in the receiving opening 10 
of the receiver. In this manner the chairs 
are secured together, and it will be noted 
that due to the construction of my coupling 
devices, the chairs are rigidly held together 
in such a manner that they are prevented 
from being moved in any direction rela 
tively to one another. When it is desired 
to separate the chairs, the operator needs 
only to reach under the coupler and depress 
one of the pin - carrying springs. This 
moves the locking pin out of the pin-receiv 
ing opening of one of the receivers, permit 
ting the coupler to be drawn out of its 
socket. After the chairs have been sepa 
rated, the coupler or link 7 may be slidin 
the receiver back under the chair until the 
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lockingpin on the outer end engages in the 
pin-receiving opening 10 of the receiver. 
In this manner the coupler or link 7 will be 
held in position under the chair and will 
not project beyond the sides of the chair to 
interfere with stacking or transporting the 
chair. 

10. 
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While I have described one specific form 
of my invention, it will be understood that 
various modifications and changes may be 
made therein without departing from the 
spirit of my invention as set forth in the ap 
pended claims. 
Having thus-described my invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is- '' . 

1 in a chair coupler, the combination 
with stationary receivers arranged to be se 
cured to the chairs, of a link arranged to 
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make sliding engagement with said receiv 
ers, spring-pressed locking pins for locking 
said links against longitudinal movement, 
the springs for said pins being secured to 
the link at their outer end and having their 
free ends arranged near the center of the 
link. 

2. A device for coupling two chairs to 
gether side by side, comprising a socket ar 
ranged to be secured to one of said chairs, 
said socket being formed with a horizontal 
slideway therein, a coupling member adapt 
ed to slidably engage the slideway of said 
socket, manually releasable means for con 
necting said coupling member to said socket, 
and means for attaching said coupling mem 
ber to the other chair, whereby said chairs are coupled together. 

3. A device for coupling two chairs to 
gether side by side, comprising a socket ar 
ranged to be secured to one of said chairs, 
said socket being formed with a horizontal 
slideway therein, a second socket arranged 
to be secured to the other chair, said second 
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socket also being formed with a horizontal 
slideway therein, a coupling member adapt 
ed to slidably engage the 5, E of said 

942,085 

sockets to couple the chairs together, and 
manually releasable means for connecting 
said coupling member to said sockets. 

4. A device for coupling two chairs to 
gether side by side, comprising a socket ar 
ranged to be secured to one of said chairs, 
said socket being formed with a horizontal 
slideway therein, a second socket arranged 
to be secured to the other chair, said second 
socket also being formed with a horizontal 
slideway therein, a coupling member adapt 
ed to slidably engage the slideways of said 
sockets to couple the chairs together, and 
manually releasable spring connection means 
between said coupling member and said 
sockets. 

5. In a chair coupler, the combination 
with a pair of socket members, each linen 
ber being formed of sheet' metal having its 
edges turned downwardly and inwardly to 
form a sliding socket and having a pin ' se 

receiving opening formed therein. of a link 
member comprising a rigid bar having its 
ends arranged to enter the sockets of said 
receiving members, and pins carried near 
the ends of said link adapted to enter the 
openings in said receivers to lock the link 
against longitudinal movement. 

6. In a chair coupler, the combination 
with a pair of receiving members formed of 
sheet metal having its sides turned down 
wardly and inwardly to form receiving 
sockets, of a link comprising a straight bar 
and having its ends arranged to enter the 
sockets formed on said coupling members, 
flat springs secured to the opposite ends of 
said link, and carrying pins for engaging 
said receiving members to prevent longitudi 
nal movement of said link. 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto sub 

scribed my name in the presence of two wit 
IeSSeS. 

GUSTAF E. LINIDER. 
Witnesses: 

W. PERRY HAHN, 
M. R. ROCFIFORD. 
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