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To all whom it moy concern:

_Be it known that I, Wirrtam C. Hovrt, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Hop-

kinton, in the county of Merrimac and State

of New Hampshire, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Garment-Sup-
porters; and I do hereby declare the following
tobe a full, clear, and exact deseription of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

. Myinvention relates to devices for support-
Ing garments, such as hose, skirts, or other ap-
pgu'el, th9 object of the invention being to pro-
vide a simple and effective clasp which will
not be liable to tear the object to which it is
attached.

The invention will be fully set forth in the
following specification and elaims,and clearly
illustrated in the accompanying drawings
fornglmg a part thereof, of which—

Figure-1. is an elevation of my improved
device shut together as when clasping an ar-
ticle, Fig. 2.being an end view of same. Fig.
3.i8 a plan of my improved clasp, showing a

‘portion of an elastic or other strap by which

it may be connected to a belt or waist-band,
and a portion of an article closed within said
clasp; and Fig. 4 is a side view of a clasp or
fastener showing the jaws provided with a
facing of yielding material.

_ Similarreference lettersdenote correspond-
ing parts.

_The clamping lever A, having the projec-
tion B, with the part D, are pivoted respect-
ively at I, and J, to the ears I, projecting
at each side of the frame G, provided at one
end with an elongated opening g, for inserting
one end of an elastic or other strap X, asseen
in Figs. 1 and 3. '

The adjacent surfaces of ‘the parts D—@G.
may be faced with rubber or other elastic
material as shown respectively at E—T, so
as to be more adhesive withont danger of
damaging the goods to be pressed between
them, or the parts D—G may be corrugated
crosswise and arranged to closely fit each
other when closed;—and the part D, is pro-
vided with a eatch C, at its outer end, to re-
ceive and secure the clamping lever A, in the
position shown in Fig. 1.

The spring cateh C, may be formed inte-
gral with the part D, or secured thereon by
rivets K, as seen in the drawings. )

As shown in the drawings, the pivotal point
of the parts A and D are at differentdistances
from the part G so that their free endsswing
in the arcs of different circles and the pivotal
point I ig preferably located forward of the
point J so that the differences between the
arcs are increased. . With such a location and
construction of the parts it is evident that
when the parts A and D are swung foward
the part G, the end of the part A, which is
preferably shorter than the part D, will
move inward relatively to the end of the part
D. By the time that the part D has been

‘| brought into contact with the part G the end

of part A is moved inward relatively theretoso
that it will pass behind the catch C and will
lock the part D against the return movement
until the ends are disengaged, as by bending
the cateh C out far enough to release the end
of the part A.

To reduce my improved clasp or garment
supporter to practice the parts D—@G, are
separated as in Fig. 4, and the article to be
attached—such as T, in Fig. 3,—is passed in
between them;—then by pressing the outer
end of the clamping piece A, the parts D—G,
or E—F, are brought together, and the spring
cateh C, which was forced outward by the
end of the lever A, has returned to its normal
position and over or outside of the said lever
A, thus firmly holding the article T—between
the parts D—G. Theobject of the projection
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B, being to exert a pressure upon the part D,

and prevent its springing at that point.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is—

1. In a garment or hose support, a main
frame or bracket having at one end an open-
ing for fastening an elastie or other strap, and
provided near said opening with ears, one at
each side, projecting at right angles upward,
a frame pivoted at one end to said ears and
provided at its free end with a suitable spring
catch, and a clamping lever pivoted at one
end to the ears of the main frame, having a
lag near said pivoted end for contact with
said pivoted frame and having its free end
adapted to pass under said spring cateh.
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2, ‘As. a new article of manufacture, a clasp
consisting of three members, two of which are
bivotally secured to the remaining member
eccentrically to each other, the free ends of
which two pivoted members are provided with
means for interlocking with each other when
the clasp is closed, substantially as set forth.

3. As a new article of manufacture, a clasp
consisting of three members, two of which
are pivotally secured to the other member, one
above the other, the inner one of said pivoted
members being provided at its outer end with

a shoulder against which the outer end of the
other pivoted member when the clasp is closed

will engage and lock said inner member 15

against a return movement, substantially as
set forth.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM C. HOYT.

‘Witnesses:
J. B. THURSTON,
CARRIE E. EVANS,




