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16 Claims.

The invention described herein, if patented,
may be manufactured and used by or for the Gov-
ernment for governmental purposes, without the
payment to me of any royalty thereon.

This invention relates to conveyer switches,
and more particularly to an improved switch for
use in a system for conveying garments through
selected paths of travel in a cleaning plant to
and from operational stations and to a loading
platform or other destination.

In modern cleaning plants, washed garments
are delivered in suitable containers to pressing
machines. Affter each garment is pressed, a
hanger is attached thereto, and then the garment
and its hangers are suspended from a rail or run-
ner of a rack or conveyer. When g sufficient
number of garments have accumulated, the un-
damaged garments are conveyed to a loading
platform where they are placed in suitable deliv-
ery vehicles or conveyances for delivery to their
ultimate destination. 'The damaged or torn gar-
ments are first conveyed to a repair room or sta-
tion where they are stored in racks awaiting the
necessary repairs. After the garments have been
repaired, they are then conveyed fo the loading
platform for delivery.

An object of this invention is to provide an
improved switch for use in a garment conveyer
system whereby garments suspended from con-
ventional hangers may be conveniently and ex-
peditiously switched from one path of travel
along a rail or runner to a rail or runner located
in a different path of travel.

Another object of this invention is to provide
an improved switch for use in & garment con-
veyer in which a switching member is rotatably
secured to a conveyer rail and operable to be

accurately aligned with a selected one of a plu-_

rality of conveyer rails.

. A further object of this invention is to provide
an improved switch for use in a garment con-
veyer, the switch including a supporting member
or plate adapted to be suspended at any conven-
ient switching location in a conveyer system, and
this plate supports a plurality of spaced conveyer
rails or runners, and a switching member which
is rotatably secured to one of the rails and which
is movable to accurately align with a selected one
of the spaced runners.

- A specific object of this invention is to provide
an improved switch for use in a garment con-
veyer system, the switch having a rotatable
switch component which is movable to alignment
with any selected one of a plurality of runner
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switching member in accurate alignment with the
selected runner section. ]

A more specific object of this invention is to
provide an improved switch for use in a garment
conveyer system, the switch having a rotatable
switching member which is movable to alichment
with any selected one of a plurality of rails or
runner sections, and means for securing the mov-
able switching member in accurate alighment
with the selected rail, and stop means for inter-
rupting movement of garment hangers along a
rail until the switching member is secured in
alignhment with the rail.

A further object of this invention is the pro-
vision of a conveyer system comprising a plu-
rality of spaced rails arranged around a common
axis, one end of said rails terminating in a com-
mon plane normal, i. e. at right angles, to that
axis, In combination with a single rai] terminat-
ing at a point longitudinally spaced from the
ends of the aforementioned rails, said single rail
being selectively connectable to each of the other
rails by means of a conveyer switch rotatable
about the axis of the single rail.

It is also an object of this invention to provide
a generally improved conveyer switch whereby
the device will be simple, durable, and inexpen-
sive in construction, as well as convenient, prac-
ticable, serviceable and efficient in its use.

With the foregoing and other objects in view
which will appear as the description proceeds, the
invention resides in the combination and ar-
rangement of parts and in the details of con-
struction hereinafter described and claimed, it
being understood that various changes in form,
proportion and minor details of the construction
may be made within the scope of the claims
without departing from the spirit or sacrificing
any advantages of the invention. '

For a complete disclosure of the invention, a
detailed description thereof will now be given in
connection with the drawings forming a part of
the specification, wherein:

Fig. 1 is a diagrammatic plan view depicting
the “lay-out” of a conventional cleaning plant
having a garment conveying system in which a
number of the improved switches are operably
interposed.

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the improved
switch.

Fig. 3 is a similar view showing the switch com-
ponents in a different operational position.

Fig. 4 is a plan view of the conveyer switch,
parts being broken away. '

sections, and means for securing the I{novable 8§ Fig. 5 is a vertical longitudinal sectional view
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taken through the improved switch, parts ap-
pearing in elevation.

Fig. 6 is an end elevation of the improved
switch.

Fig. 7 is a composite perspective view depict-
ing a modified form of the invention in which a
stop member is provided.

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of a modified sup-
porting component of the switch.

Fig. 9 is an end elevation depicting a further
modified form of the invention.

Fig. 10 is a longitudinal sectional view depict-
ing a form of swivel joints to be employed in this
invention;

Fig. 11 is a perspective view depicting another !

modified form of the invention.

Fig. 12 is a longitudinal sectional view taken
through a conveyer runner and depicting a mod-
ified hanger stop.

Fig. 13 is a plan view of the conveyer runner
and stop.

Fig, 14 is a transverse sectional view taken on
the line {4—14 of Figure 12.

Fig. 15 is a fragmental plan view of a modified
form of the invention; and

Fig. 16 is a longitudinal sectional view taken
on the line 16—{6 of Figure 15.

Fig, 17 is a transverse sectional view taken on
aline {T—I17 of Figure 15.

Referring to the drawings, in which correspond-
ing parts are indicated by similar reference char-
acters, there is depicted in Figures 1 to 6 a form
of the improved conveyer switch which includes a
support or suspending plate or member {5 hav-

ing spaced apertures 16 formed therein for the 3

reception of threaded terminals of suspending
rods 1. Each suspending rod is rigidly secured
to the plate 15 by clamp nuts 18, or other suitable
securing devices. The upper terminal of each

suspending rod I7 is suitably secured to the ceil- ;

ing or other supporting structure, not shown, in a
cleaning establishment, so that the plate {5 is
suspended at any preferred switching location in

5
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20

a garment conveyer system, as will be more fully |

explained hereinafter.

The upper threaded terminals of the hanger
rods 20 are received within apertures formed in
the hanger plate 15 adjacent one edge thereof,
and each hanger rod 28 is clamped to the plate
I5 by clamping nuts 21. The upper terminals of
similar hanger rods 22 are received within aper-
tures formed adjacent the opposite longitudinal
edge of the plate 15, and these rods are clamped
to the plate {5 by clamp nuts 23. The lower
terminals of the hanger rods 23 aie upturned to
provide goose necks 25, and the rail or ruhner sec-
tion 26 is welded or otherwise suitably secured to
the upper terminals of the goose necks 25, so
that the arcuate upper surface of the rail 26 re-

mains uninterrupted to permit free movements

of garment hangers therealong. The lower ter-
minals of the hanger rods 22 are also upturned to
provide goose necks 27 to which a rail or runner
section 28 is suitably secured. In this arrange-
ment, the rails 26 and 28 are disposed in spaced
parallel relation in a common horizontal plane.
The inner terminal of the rail 26 is angularly dis-
posed, so that its edge is vertically and obliquely
disposed. The inner terminal of the rail 28 is
also angularly vertically and obliquely disposed.

A stop lug or finger 30 extends from the inner
lower terminal of the rail 26, and a similar stop
lug 31 extends from the inner lower terminal of
the rail 28. The stop lug 30 has an upstanding
centering pinh or dowel 32, and the stop lug 31 has
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a similar centering pin 33, for a purpose to he
hereinafter explained.

The opposite terminal of hanger plate 15 is pro-
vided with longitudinally-aligned apertures 35
for the reception of the threaded upper terminals
of hanger rods 36, and each hanger rod 36 is rig-
idly secured to the plate 15 by clamp nuts 31.
The lower terminal of each hanger rod 36 is up-
turned, to provide goose neck 38, and the upper
terminal of each goose neck is welded or other-
wise rigidly secured to a rail or runner section 49,
The rail 49 is preferably disposed in the same
horizontal plane as the rails 25 and 28, but is
spaced longitudinally from and its projected axis
is located intermediate the inner terminals of the
rails 26 and 28.

A switching member or bar 41 is provided, and

“this bar, whose pivotal axis coincides with the

common axis around which the plural rails are
arranged, has a reduced pivot or swivel stem 42
which is rotatably received within the inner ter-
minal of the cylindrical rail 43. An annular
shoulder 43 is defined between the inner terminal
of the switching member 4f and the cylindrical
pivot stem 42. The annular shoulder 43 is
forced into engagement with the annular inner
terminal of the cylindrical rail 49, and this ter-
minal is disposed in a plane which is perpendicu~
lar to the axis of the rail 48, to permit the switch-
ing member 41 to rotate about the axis of the
rail, for a purpose to be later set forth. An annu-
lar groove 45 is provided in the outer terminal
of the swivel stem 42, and this groove is provided
with a frusto-conical wall 46 which is engaged
by the inner frusto-conical terminal of a set
screw 47. When the inner terminal of the set
screw 471 engages the frusto-conical wall 47, of the
swivel stem 42, the stem is forced inwardly there-
by drawing the annular shoulder 43 into operable
engagement with the annular inner terminal 44
of the runner section 40. By this arrangement,
the switching member 41 is mounted for free ro-
tary movements about the axis of the rail 40.

The switching member 41 is laterally offset so

. that its forward terminal 41’ is disposed at one

side of the projected axis of the rail 40.  The for-
ward portion of the switching member 4! is pref-
erably disposed in parallel relation to the spaced
rails 26 and 28, and its forward terminal 41’ is
angularly disposed, as indicated, in an oblique
edge complementary to and accurately inter-
fitting with the angularly-disposed inner ter-
minals of the rails 26 and 28,

In operation, the imaproved switch is interposed
at any preferred location in a garment convey-
ing system, so that the outer terminal 50 of the rail
45 accurately aligns with and it is welded or other-
wise suitably secured to a rail or runner of a con-
ventional garment conveyer system. The outer
terminals 51 and 52 of the rails 26 and 28 are
secured in accurate alignment to conventional
rails or runners 54 and 55 of the conveyer sys-
tem. The conventional rails 53 and 54 and 55 are
suspended in the usual manner from any suitable
supporting structure, not shown, so that they are
located to conveniently and expeditiously convey
garments to select destinations.

Assuming that a garment is supporfed on a
hanger H, and the garment is to be conveyed
along the rail 40 and then directed to the rail 28,
the switching member 41 is turned about the axis
of its stem 42 until the aperture 49 formed in
its outer terminal engages the guide pin %3, and
its outer terminal engages the stop member 31.

T8 This engagement causes the outer terminal of the
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switching member 41 to accurately align with
the inner terminal of the runner section 28. In
this alighed relationship of the abutting termi-
nals of the switching member 41 and the rail 28,
the angular joint formed therebetween smoothly
guides the suspended garment hanger H in its
movement along the rails.

In this position of the switching components,
the garment hangers H are guided along the rail
40, and then along the switching member 41, and
finally along the rails 28 and 55 to their destina-
tion. When it is desired to guide the suspended
garments to the rails 26 and 53, the switching
member 41 is rotated about its pivotal axis until
its outer terminal is guided to accurate align-
ment with the inner terminal of the rail 26 by the
operable engagement of the guide pin 32 with the
guide aperture 49 and also by the engagement of
the outer terminal of the switching member with
the stop 30. In this position of the switching
member 41, the garments are guided along the
runner section 40, switching member 41, and rails
28 and 53 to the path of travel to which the rail
53 leads. .

- It is to be understood, of course, that the
hanger-suspended garments may be moved along
the conveyor rails or runners in any direction,
and frequenfly they move along the rails 26 and
28 before being guided to the rail 40.

In order to prevent garment hangers H that are
supported on either of the rails 26 and 28 from
being inadvertently moved from the inner ter-
minal of one of these rails when the switching
member 4i is not in an engagement therewith,
a suitable stop device is provided. This stop de-
vice (Figure 7) includes a stop pin 56 which is
mounted for axial movement in an aperture 57
formed in a rail or runner 53a, which is similay
to the rail §3. The stop pin 56 is yieldably sup-
ported by s leaf-spring 60 which has its inner
terminal welded or otherwise suitably secured to
the inner wall of the runner section 52a, as indi-
cated at 58. A finger 61 extends forwardly from
the outer terminal spring 69 in the path of move-
ment . of the outer terminal of the switching
member 41,
rotated about its axis towards engagement with
the rail 53a, the switching member engages finger
6! and forces it downwardly, thereby moving the
stop pin 58 inwardly so that the upper surface of
the rail 53a is free of any projection. Now the
garment hangers H may move freely along the
united coraponents, but when the switching mem-
ber 4% is moved from engagement with the finger
61, the spring 68 resumes its normal position
thereby moving the stop pin 56 ocutwardly. In
the projected position of the stop pin 55, it lies
in the path of movement of the garment hangers
H, thereky preventing the hanger from being in-
advertently pushed from the runner section 53a
when the switching member 4{ is not in interfit-
ting engagement therewith.

In the form of the invention depicted in Fig-

ure 8, a supporting plate 18a is provided which.
has hangers 20a, 22a, and 36a formed integral

therewith. These hangers are provided with
goose necks 2ba, 27a, and 38a which engage and
support the rails or runner sections in the man-
ner hereinbefore disclosed.

In the form of the invention disciosed in Fig-
ure 9, the supporting plate {5a, disciosed in Fig-
ure 8, is provided, and its hangers support rails or
runner sections 2%a, 28a, and 48z. These rails
are in the form o¢f bars which have their upper

When the switching member 4{ is-

6_
garment hangers may be moved freely therealong,
In Figure 10 a slightly modified form of swivel

" joint is depicted, and in this arrangement there
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is provided a bushing or sleeve 6% which is snugly
received within the inner ferminal of the rail
section 40. This:sleeve is provided with an an-
nular enlargement or collar 66 which engages
the annular inner terminal of the runner section
49, and also engages the annular inner terminal
of the switching member 41. The frusto-conical
wall 45 of the swivel stemn or extension 42 is en-
gaged by the inner frusto-conical terminal of a
set screw 41, and this set screw is locked against
rotation by -a jam nut 48. This arrangement is
similar to the swivel joint hereinbefore disclosed,
except the bushing 69 is provided to rotatably re-
ceive the swivel stem 42, and the set screw 47 is
located against rotation by the jam nut 48.

In the form of the invention disclosed in Figure
11, the rail and switching components are M-
shaped or I-shaped in cross section. In this
form, rails or runner sections 40c, 25c, and 28c
are provided, and these rails are supported by
suspension straps or members |7¢, which are se~
cured to the upper flange of each rail section by
clamp members i8¢ that are secured to the sus-
pension members {T1c by bolts 19, or other se-
curing devices. A cylindrical member §7 is
welded or otherwise secured to the inner terminal
of the switching member #4lc, and this cylin-
drical member has a swivel stem 42 extending
axially therefrom. The stem 42 is rotatably re-
ceived in a cylindrical socket 68 which is welded
or otherwise secured to the runner section é&fc,
or it may be formed as an integral part thereof.
The swivel stemn 42 is secured against longitudinal
or axial movement within the cylindrical socket
68 by a set screw €9 which engages the frusto-
conical wall 48 of the annular groove 45. Ry
this arrangement, the switching member 4{¢ may
be rotated about the axis of the swivel joint until
the downward movement of the outer terminal
of the switching member 4ic is limited by its
engagement with a stop lug 30c, in which posi-
tion a guide pin 32c engages a recess 43¢ formed
in the outer terminal of the switching member
4ic, thereby securing the switching member
41c in accurate alignment with the rails 28c and
28c. The function and operation of this switch
is similar to the switch disclosed in Figures 2 to
6, except that the lower flanges of these rails and
switching member operably support rollers R
carried by a clevis C which supports the garment
hanger He¢ as best seen in Figure 11. :

In Figures 12 to 14, a modified stop latch is’
depicted, and this latch includes a gravity-actu-
ated bellcrank 70 which is pivotally supported on
a fulcrum pin 1! which extends transversely
through a rail or runner section and is received
within aligned apertures formed in the wall of
this rail, The bellcrank 10 has a relatively heavy
or thick weight arm 12 and a thinner arm 18. The
arm 13 has a stop member 15 extending therefrom
which is disposed concentrically about the ful-
crum pin Tl and it has an overhanging projection
16 formed as its outer terminal. An actuating
fingér 11 extends outwardly from the outer ter-
minal of the arm 13 in the path of travel of the-
outer terminal of the switch member 4i. The
weight arm 12 normally maintains a bellcrank in
a position in which its stop member 15 projects
beyond the upper surface of the rail section in the
path of movement of a garment hanger . When
the switch member 41 is moved from engagement

terminals rounded, as indicated at €2, so that the 7§ with the rail section the stop member 7§ pro-
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jects into the path of movement of the garment
hangers H along the rail section, thereby pre-
venting the garment hanger from being inad-
vertently moved from the end of the rail section.
If the garment hangers H are forced outwardly
against the stop 15, and this stop tends to move
inwardly about its fulecrum pin Ti, this inward
movement is prevented by the overhanging pro-
jection 16 engaging the outermost hanger H.
However, when the switch member 4 is moved to
alignment with rail section, the outer terminal
of the switch member 41 engages the finger 171 and
moves it from the position indicated in full lines
in Figure 12 to the dotted line position. In this
dotted line position, the stop member 15 is located
within the rail section, thereby leaving the outer
surface of the rail section free of obstructions so
that the garment hangers may be freely moved
therealong. It is to be understood that the center
of mass of the bellcrank is located at the inner
or weight side of the fulerum pin 71, so that the
stop member 715 is normally projected beyond the
upper surface of the rail section. By this arrange-
ment, the garment hangers H may move freely
along the rail section, and switching member
when these components are in operable alighment,
but when the switching member is moved from
engagement with the rail section, the bellerank 16
gravitates to a position in which ifs stop mem-
ber 15 is interposed in the path of travel of the
garment hangers along the rail section, thus pro-
viding an effective safety stop to prevent the
garment hangers from being inadvertently moved
from the end of the runner section.

Figures 15 to 17 depict a form of the invention
in which a single conveyer line may be operably
connected with three or more conveyer lines. I
this form of the invention, a common switching
member 41b is rotatably secured to a rail or run-
ner section 40, and there are three rails or runner
sections 26b, 21b, and 28b positioned in the path
of movement of the outer offset terminal of the
rotatable switching member 41b. Each of the rail
sections 26b, 21b, and 28b have a bolt or aligning
rod 80 slidably mounted in a recess 81 for axial
movements along the rail section. The bolt 88
has a manipulating finger 82 extending radially
therefrom and through an elongated recess 83,
and the outer terminal of the bolt 80 is adapted to
be received in an axial recess 85 formed in the
outer terminal of the switch member 4ib. By
this arrangement, when the switching member
41b is moved to approximate alignment with the
selected rail section, the bolt 80 is slid outwardly
until it enters the recess 85, thereby helding the
abutting terminals of the switching member and
selected rail section in accurate alignment. When
it is desired to move the switching member from
engagement with the first selected rail section to
another rail section, the manipulating finger 82
is pulled inwardly thereby moving the bolt 80
inwardly from engagement with the recess 85.
Now the switching member 41b is free for move-

ment to operable engagement with another select

rail section.

In the use of this form of the invention, the rail
section 40 may be operably connected with any
one of a plurality of rail sections, thus providing
means for conveniently eonveying garments from
rail 40 through any selected one of a number of
paths to any desired destination.

From the foregoing it is manifest that the
improved switch may be operably interposed at
any selected switching location in a conveyer sys-
tem of the type usually employed in & cleaning
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8 t
plant. In the arrangement depicted in Figure 1,
a battery of garment presses is indicated at 87,
and a parallel battery of presses is indicated at
88. A conveyer line 90 extends longitudinally
between the two batteries of presses, and this line
has a switch 91 interposed therein. The switch
91 is operably connected with a transversely ex-
tending conveyer line 92 which, in turn, is con-
nected through a switch 93 with two parallel lon-
gitudinally-extending conveyer lines 95 and 86.
The transverse line 82 passes a repair station 94,
and the longitudinal conveyer lines 35 and 96 are
operably connected with transversely extending
conveyer lines 97 and 98. The lines 97 lead to
the presses 88 and the lines 98 lead to similar
presses, not shown. The line 86 may lead to a
loading platform or other distributing station,
not shown.

Assuming that washed garments are conveyed
to the presses 88 in suitable containers, and that
the garments are then pressed in the usual man-
ner in the presses 83. After each garment is
pressed, a hanger H is inserted therein and then
it is hung on one of the conveyer lines 97 until a
sufficient number have accumulated thereon.
After a sufficient number of garments have ac-
cumulated on the selected line 97, the garments
are moved along the conveyer system to any pre-
ferred destination. After the garments leave the
presses, the defective garments are usually hung
on one conveyer line 97, and undamaged gar-
ments are hung on another line 97. These defec-
tive garments may be conveyed to the repair
station 94 along the supporting conveyer line 91,
along the line 93, and along the line 92 to the
repair station $4. The undamaged garments may
be moved along their supporting conveyer section
917 to the conveyer line 25, and then along this line
to the loading platform, not shown. In order to
guide the garments to any required destination in
the conveyer system, it is merely necessary to
adjust the switching member of each switch to
connect it with a selected rail so that a predeter-
mined path of travel is established.

Having thus described the invention, I claim
as my invention:

1. A conveyor switch including a plurality of
spaced rails arranged about a common axis and
terminating in a plane substantially normal to
said axis, a single rail having a terminal located
on said common axis, said terminal being in
spaced relation to said plane, and a switch mem-
ber having an oiffset outer terminal and its inner
terminal rotatably secured to the single rail to
form & continuation thereof, and rotatable to a
position where its outer terminal aligns with the
inner terminal of any one of the plurality of rails,
the pivotal axis of said switch member coincid-
ing with said common axis, whereby the single
rail, the switch member and the said aligned rail
form a continuous conveyor runner.

2. A conveyor switch including a plurality of
spaced rails having their inner terminals dis-
posed in spaced relation concentrically about a
common axis in a plane normal to said axis, a
single rail having its inner terminal spaced longi-
tudinally relative to the terminals of the plurality
of rails and having a portion so disposed that its
longitudinal axis coincides with the said common
axis, and a switch member rotatably secured to
the single rail to form a continuation thereof and
rotatable about the common axis to a position
where its outer terminal aligns with the inner

‘terminal of one of the plurality of rails whereby
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the single rail, the switch member and the en-
gaged rail form g continuous conveyor runner.

3. A conveyor switch including a plurality of
spaced rails having their inner terminals dis-
posed in spaced relation concentrically about a
common axis, in a plane normal to said axis,
a single rail having its inner terminal spaced
longitudinally relative to the terminals of the plu-
rality of rails and having a portion so disposed
that its longitudinal axis coincides with the said
common aXis, a switch member rotatably secured
to the single rail to form a continuation thereof
and rotatable about the common axis to a posi-
tion where its outer terminal aligns with the
inner terminal of one of the plurality of rails
whereby the single rail, the switch member and
the said aligned rail form a continuous conveyor
runner, and means for guiding the outer terminal
of the switch member to interfitting alignment
with the inner terminal of the said aligned rail.

4. A conveyor switch including a plurality of
spaced rails having their inner terminals dis-
posed in spaced relation concentrically about a
common axis, in. a plane normal to said axis,
a single rail having its inner terminal spaced
longitudinally relative to the terminals of the plu-
rality of rails and having a portion so disposed
that its longitudinal axis coincides with the said
common axis, a switch member rotatably secured
to the single rail to form a continuation thereof
and rotatable about the common axis to a posi-
tion where its outer terminal aligns with the in-
ner termingal of one of the plurality of rails where-
by the single rail, the switch member and the said
aligned rail form a continuous conveyor runner,
means for guiding the outer terminal of the switch
member to interfitting glisnment with the inner
terminal of the said aligned rail, and means for
maintaining the outer terminal of the switch
member in accurate alignment with the inner
terminal of the said aligned rail.

5. A conveyor switch including a plurality of
spaced rails arranged about a common axis and
terminating in a plane substantially normal to
said axis, a single rail having a portion so dis-
posed that its longitudinal axis coincides with
the said common axis and terminating in spaced
relation to said plane, and a switch member hav-
ing an offset outer terminal and its inner ter-
minal rotatably secured to the single rail to form
a continuation thereof and rotatable about the
longitudinal axis of the single rail to a position
where its outer terminal aligns with the inner
terminal of any one of the plurality of rails

whereby the single rail, the switch member and 55

the said aligned rail form a continuous conveyor
runner.

6. A conveyor switch including a plurality of
spaced rails arranged about a common axis and
terminating in a plane at right angles thereto, 2
single rail having a portion so disposed that its
longitudinal axis coincides with the said com-
mon axis and fterminating in spaced relation to
said plane, and a switch member having an off.
set outer terminal and its inner terminal rotat-
ably secured to the single rail to form a continua-
tion thereof and rotatable about the longitudinal
axis of the single rail to a position where its outer
terminal aligns with the inner terminal of any
one of the plurality of raiis whereby the single
rail, the switch member and the said siigned rail
form a continuous conveyor runner, and means
for guiding the outer terminal of the switch mem-
ber to interfitting alignment with the inner ter-
minal of the engaged rail.
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7. A conveyor switch including a plurality of
spaced rails arranged about a common axis and
terminating in a plane normal to said common
axis, a-single rail having a portion so disposed
that its longitudinal axis coincides with the said
common axis and terminating in spaced relation
to said plane, and a switch member having an
offset outer terminal and its inner terminal ro-
tatably secured to the single rail to form a con-
tinuation thereof and rotatable about the longi-
tudinal axis of the single rail to a position where
its outer terminal aligns with the inner terminal
of any one of the plurality of rails whereby the
single rail, the switch member and the said
aligned rail form a continuous conveyor runner,
means for guiding the outer terminal of the
switch member to interfitting alignment with the
inner terminal of the said aligned rail, and means
for maintaining the outer terminal of the switch
member in accurate alignment with the inner
terminal of the said aligned rail.

8. A conveyor switch including a plurality of
spaced rails arranged about a common axis and
terminating in a plane substantially normal to
said axis, each of said rails having an oblique
edge at its terminal, a single rail having a ter-
minal located on said common axis, said terminal
being in spaced relation to said plane, and a
switch member having an offset outer terminal
forming an oblique edge complementary to said
first-named edges, and the inner terminal of said
switch member rotatably secured to the single
rail to form a.continuation thereof, and rotat-
able to a position where its outer termina] aligns
with the inner terminal of any one of the plural-
ity of rails, the pivotal axis of said switch mem-
ber coinciding with said common axis, whereby
the single rail, the switch member and the said
aligned rail form g continuous conveyor runner.

9. A conveyor switch including a plurality of
spaced rails arranged about a common. axis and
terminating in a plane at right angles thereto,
each of said rails having an oblique edge at its
terminal, a single rail having a terminal located

i on said common axis, said terminal being in spaced

relation to said plane, a switch member having
an offset outer terminal forming an oblique edge
complementary to said first-named edges, and the
inner terminal of said switch member rotatably
secured to the single rail to form a continuation
thereof, and rotatable to a position where its
outer terminal aligns with the inner terminal of
any one of the plurality of rails, the pivotal axis
of said switch member coinciding with said com-
mon axis, whereby the single rail, the switch
member and the said aligned rail form a contin-
uous conveyer runner, and means for guiding
the outer terminal of the switch member to in-
terfitting alignment with the inner terminal of
the engaged rail.

. 10. A conveyor switch including a plurality of
spaced rails arranged about a common axis and
terminating in a plane normal to said common
axis, a single rail having a terminal located on
said common axis, said terminal being longitu-
dinally spaced relative to the said plane, and a
switch member rotatably secured to the single
rail to form a continuation thereof and rotatable
about the longitudinal axis of the single rail to a
position where its outer terminal aligns with the
inner terminal of one of the plurality of rails, the
pivotal of said switch member coinciding with
said common axis, whereby the single rail, the
switch member and the said aligned rail forms a
continuous conveyor runner, a projection extend-
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ing from each rail of the plurality of rails in the
path of movement of the other terminal of the
switch member to engage the switch member and
hold it in accurate alignment with the engaged
rail.

11. A conveyor switch including a plurality of
spaced rails arranged about a common axis and
terminating in a plane normal to said common
axis a single rail having a terminal located on
said common axis, said terminal being longitudi-
nally spaced relative to the said plane, a switch
member rotatably secured to the single rail to
form a continuation thereof and adapted to ro-
tate to and from alignment with a selected one of
the plurality of rails, the pivotal axis of said
switch member coinciding with said common
axis, the rails and switch member being con-
structed and arranged to support garment hang-
ers for movement over said rails and switch mem-
ber, and a stop member carried by each rail of
the plurality of rails and movable relative to the
rail, each stop member normally projecting into
the path of travel of a hanger along the rail and
adapted to be engaged by the switch member in
its rotary movement to alignment with the se-
lected rail to move the stop member from the
said path of travel of the hanger.

12. A conveyor switch including a supporting
plate, a plurality of suspension means dependent
therefrom, a plurality of spaced rails arranged
about a common axis supported by certain of the
suspension means, a single rail supported by cer-
tain of the suspension means, said single rail
having a terminal located on said common aXis,
said terminal being longitudinally spaced rela-
tive to the said rails, and a switch member having
an offset outer terminal and its inner terminal
rotatably secured to the single rail to form a
continuation thereof and rotatable about the
longitudinal axis of the single rail to a position
where its outer terminal aligns with the inner
terminal of any one of the plurality of rails, the
pivotal axis of said switch member coinciding
with said common axis, whereby the single rail,
the switch member and the said aligned rail form
a continuous conveyor runner.

13. A conveyer switch including a supporting
plate, a plurality of suspension means dependent
therefrom, a plurality of spaced rails arranged
about a common axis supported by certain of
the suspension means, the terminal of each of
said rails forming an oblique edge, a single rail
supported by certain of the suspension means,
said single rail having a terminal located cn said
common axis, said last-named terminal being
longitudinally spaced relative to the said rails,
and a switch member having an offset outer ter-
minal forming an obliqgue edge complementary
to said first-named edges, and the inner termi-
nal of said switch member being rotatably
secured to the single rail to form a continuation
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thereof and rotatable to a position where its outer
terminal aligns with the inner terminal of any
one of the plurality of rails, the pivotal axis of
said switch member coinciding with said common
axis, whereby the single rail, the switch member
and the said aligned rail form g continuous con-
veyer runner.

14. A conveyor switch including a plurality of
spaced rails arranged about a common axis and
terminating in a common plane normal to the
length of said rails, a single rail having a termi-
nal located on said common axis, said terminal
being longitudinally spaced relative to the said
plane, a cylindrical bushing supported by the
single rail, a switch member, an extension car-
ried by the switch member and rotatably received
within the bushing, the pivotal axis of said switch
member coinciding with said common axis, and
means for securing the extension against longi-
tudinal movement relative to the single rail
whereby the switch member may rotate about
the axis of the bushing to engagement with any
one of the plurality of spaced rails.

15. A conveyer switch according to claim 11,
wherein said stop member comprises an axially
movable pin and a leaf spring mounted on said
last-named rail and supporting said pin, said pin
normally protruding through an aperture in said
last-named rail, and a terminal portion of said
leaf spring projecting into the path of rotation
of said switch member, whereby upon rotation
of said switch member into alignment with said
last-named rail, said leaf spring is depressed and
said pin is retracted out of the path of travel of
said hanger.

16. A conveyer switch according a claim 11,
wherein said stop member comprises a bell crank
lever pivoted about an intermediate point to said
last-named rail and having a heavy first arm and
a light second arm extending in a direction oppo-
site said first arm, said second arm having a first
finger normally projecting through an aperture
in the top surface of said last-named rail in the
path of travel of said hanger, and a second finger
projecting into the path of rotation of said switch
member, whereby upon rotation of said switch
member into alignment with said last-named
rail, said second finger is depressed and said first
finger is retracted out of the path of travel of
said hanger.
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