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To all cohom, it may concern; 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 
HENRY A. CARX, J.R., OF HENEDERSON WILLE, TENNESSEE, 

CATE-ACE, 

1,049,453. Specification of Letters Patent, Eatented Jan. 3, 1913. 
Application filed August 19, 1912, Serial So. 715,902, 

Beit known that I, HENRY T. CLARK, Jr., 
a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Hendersonville, in the county of Sumner 
and State of Tennessee, have invented cer 
tain new and useful improvements in Gate 
Latches, of which the following is a speci 
fication, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings. 
This invention relates to gate latches and 

has for its primary object to provide an 
improved device of this character which is 
extremely simple in construction, may be 
manufactured and sold at comparatively 
small cost and can be easily and quickly 
applied to a gate without necessitating the 
employment of skilled labor. 
Another and more specific object of the 

invention is to provide a gate latch in 
cluding pivoted latch members carried by 
the gate and adapted to engage keeperson 
the gate post, means connected to said latch 
members to lift the same from engagement 
with the keepers, and a weight carried by 
one of the latch members and improved 
in eans fol' easily and quickly adjusting said 
Yeight longitudinally upon said atch mem 
ber toward and from its pivot. 
With the above and other objects in view 

as will become apparent as the description 
proceeds, the invention consists in certain 
constructions, combinations and arrange 
ments of the parts that I shall hereinafter 
filly describe and claim. For a full understanding of the inven 
tion, reference is to be had to the follow 
ing test:ription and accompanying drawing, 
in which- - . 

Figure I is a side elevation of a gate latch 
elabo (lying n)y invention: Fig. 2 is a top 
plai view thereof; Fig. 3 is an enlarged de 
tail section taken of the line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary view 
partly in section of the lower weighted 
atc. ): ". 
...Corresponding and like parts are referred 
to in the following description and desig 
nated in the accompanying drawing by like 
reference characters. 
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Referring in detail to the drawing 5 des 
ignates a gate which may be of any pre 
erred construction and is hinged iv in ot ferred tructio. l is hinged li t 
ed as at 6 upon a gate post 7. The other 
gate post 8 is provided with spaced keeper's 
9 arranged the reon in vertical alinement. 
said keene's having inclined faces 10 over 

which the latch bars are adapted to ride 
as will be fully understood from the follow 
ing description. Upon the gate 5 at a point adjacent the 
free end thereof, the inner ends of the ion 
gitudinally disposed latch bars 11 are pivot 
ed as indicated at 12. The outer ends of 
these latch bars project beyond the end of 
the gate for engagement with the keepers 
9 when the gate is moved to swing to its closed position. A vertically disposed bar 
18 is pivotally connected to the spaced latch 
bars 11 as shown at 14. The upper end of 
Said vertical bar projects above the upper 
edge of the gate 5. To this upper end of 
the bar 13 one end of an operating lever 
15 is pivotally connected. This lever is full 
crumed intermediate of its ends between 
spaced ears 16 which are secured to the up 
per-most bar of the gate and is adapted to 
be oscillated to move the bar 13 upwardly 
and lift the outer ends of the latch bars 11. 
The lower latch bar 11 is provided in its 
opposite faces with longitudinal channels 17. 
The upper walls of these channels are pro 
vided with spaced rectangular recesses or 
sockets 18. A metal block or other weight 
19 is adapted to be moved longitudinally 
upon the latch bar 11 and to the upper sur 
face of said weight block a resilient metal 
plate 20 is secured. The ends of this plate 
of the bar 1 and inwardly flanged as shown 
at 21 to extend into the channels 17 of said 
bar. The extremities of the plate 20 are 
bent at right angles to the portions 21 there 
of and vertically extended as shown at 22 
for engagement in the recesses 18. It will 
be note that the channels 17 are sufficiently 
wite to admit of the portions 21 of the 
plate 20 being forced downwardly to disen 
gage the tipwardly extending ends 22 of the 
plate from the recesses S so that the ends of 
the plate 20 may be moved longitudinally in 
the channels. This the weight 19 may be 
easily and quickly adjusted toward or from 
the pivot of the latch bar's 11. From the foregoing it will be seen that I 
have (levised a simple and efficient atch for 
gates and similar structures whereby the gate 
may be easily and quickly released for love 
inent to its open position, while the latch 
ar's will automatically assie their lock 
ing positions in engagement with the keep 
e is 9 and be retained in such positions by 
neans of the weight member 19. When it 
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end of the lever 15, thereby lifting the latch 
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preferred construction and arrangement of 

is desired to open the gate, the operator 
simply forces downwardly upon the inner 
bars 11 and overcoming the weight block 19 
so that the outer ends of said bars may be 
disengaged from the keepers 9. 
As the device comprises but few elements 

and the use of springs and sinilar parts 
which are liable to become easily deranged, is 
avoided, it will be apparent that the device 
is extremely durabie and efficient in practi 
cal use. 
While I have shown and described the 

the several elements, it will be understood 
that the invention is susceptible of consider 
able modification without departing from 
the essential features or sacrificing any of 
the advantages, thereof. 

Having thus described the invention, 
what is claimed is: . 
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1. In a latch of the character described, 
the combination with a keeper, of a latch 
bar pivotally mounted at one end and 
adapted for engagement with the keeper it 
its other end, said latch bar being provided 
with iongitudinal channels in is opposite 
faces, a weight to move longitudinally upon 
said bar, and means carried by the weight 
and engaged in the channels of the bar to 
retain the Weight in an adjusted position 
thereon whereby the latch lear will be nor 
mally held in locking engagement with the 
keeper. . . 

3,849,453 

2. In a latch of the character described, 
the combination with a keeper, of a latch bar 
pivotally mounted at one end and adapted 
for engagement at its other end with said 
keeper, said bar, being provided with lon 
gitudinal channels in its opposite faces, the 
upper walls of Said channels having spaced 
recesses therein, a veight movable longitudi 
nally lipon said bar, and means carried by 
the weight for movement in the chaniels 
thereof and engageable in said recesses to 
retain the weight in an adjusted position 
upon the bar. - 

3. In a latch of the character described, 
the combination with a keeper, of a latch bar 
pivotally mounted at one end and adapted 
for engagement at its other end with said 
keeper, said bar being provided with longi 
tudinal channels in its opposite faces and 
spaced recesses in the upper walls of Said 
channels, a weight adjustable longitudinally 
upon the bar, and a plate fixed to the weight, 
and having free resilient end portions mov 
able in the channels of the bar, the extremi 
ties of said plate being adapted for engage 
ment in said recesses to retain the weight in 
an adjusted position upon the bar. 

-In testimony whereof i hereunto affix my 
signature in the presence of two witnesses. 

HENRY T. CLARK, Jr. 
Witnesses: 

Raw ITT Stag'EE, 
B. i. Ri. 
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