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This invention relates to collapsible thea respectively. The panels 10 and 11 are 
ters and particularly toy theaters, although preferably of the same height as the pro 
certain features thereof are of more general scenium arch 1 and are capable of assum 
application. The object of the invention is ing right angle positions with references 60 

5 a novel theater of a construction enabling thereto in the set up position of the theater, 
it to be readily set up and collapsed into as indicated in Fig. 1, and in this position 
compact form with peculiar facility. To suitable attaching braces 12 may be pro 
these ends I have devised a theatrical unit vided for rigidly anchoring the panels in 
of collapsible one-piece form which may be this position. These braces 12 may consist 65 

10 readily knocked down into a compact form of links of wire of sufficient rigidity to hold 
storable in confined and narrow spaces and the side panels in the set up position and in 
-which, with equal facility, may be set up to clude the down turned ends 12' entering 
form the essentials of an improvised tem- suitable recesses in the upper edges of the 
porary theater. Further objects of the in- panel members 2, 3,10 and 11 for rigidly 70 

15 vention reside in a structure of this chair- holding the parts in distended relation. 
acter which is of marked simplicity and is The width of the panels 10 and 11 is prefer. 
capable of being economically manufac- ably substantially the width of the halves 
tured. 2 and 3 of the arch, so that their outer edges 

For a better understanding of the above reach approximately or fall short of the 75 
20 indicated novel features of my invention edges of the central parts 4 and 5 in the col 

and others which will hereinafter appear, lapsed position. I have indicated a curtain 
reference may be had to the accompanying for the proScenium arch containing the 
drawings wherein- right and left hand halves 13 and 14, these 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of one em- curtains being carried by a flexible strand 80 
25 bodiment of my invention. of suitable material 15, such for example as 

Fig. 2 is a plan view illustrating the col- a flexible metallic wire. This wire 15 is at 
lapsible features thereof. tached at either end to and adjacent the up 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view in detail of per edges of the panels 10 and 11 and at 
certain of the parts of the apparatus. points approximating their hinged edges, 8 

30 Fig. 4 is a perspective view of still other The wire or flexible strand carrying the 
parts on an enlarged scale. - curtain should be of such length as to be 

Fig. 5 is a detailed view of a mechanism reasonably taut when the panels 10 and 11 
facilitating the collapsing and setting up of are folded backwardly, as indicated in Fig. 
the parts, and • 1 and anchored at right angle positions to 

35 Fig. 6 is a part sectional and part plan the arch. The arch 1 also has hinged to its 
view of a portion of the apparatus. opposite side edges the front panels 16 and 

Referring to the drawings where similar 17. This is effected through the pairs of 
reference numerals designate similar parts hinges 16 and 17 permitting the front 
throughout, I have illustrated my invention panels 16 and 17 to take positions, as indi- 95 

40 as embodied in a toy or readily improvis- cated in Fig. 1, in continuation of the cen 
able theater comprising as one of its ele- tral arch structure or any position forward 
ments the central proscenium arch 1. The thereof, including the position wherein they 
latter comprises the two right and left side are flat up against the front side of the arch 
portions or halves 2 and 3 and the narrow halves 2 and 3. In the preferred embodi- iOO 

45 central portions 4 and 5. The right and ment there is an auxiliary pair of side pan 
left parts 2 and 3 are hinged to the els 18 and 19 supported on the rear sides of 
upper central part 5 by means of the the front panels 16 and 17 respectively. 
hinges 6 and 7 and to the lower central base These auxiliary panels are supported by the 
part 4 by means of the hinges 8 and 9. The pairs of hinges 18' and 19' respectively, and 105 

50 two halves 2 and 3, therefore, of the arch, are capable of assuming various positions 
may swing in parallel relation to each other with reference to the carrying members 16 
and at right angles to the central parts 4 and 17. In the position indicated in Fig. 
and 5. On the outer edges of the prosceni- 1 they are disposed at right angles respec 
um arch panel 1 are swung the side panels tively to the panels 16 and 17 and have suit- ill0 

s' or wings 10 and 11 these being hinged there able legs 20, on their bottom edges for form 
to by means of pairs of hinges 10' and 11 ing suitable supports for the panels when 
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open. In the particular embodiment illus- . 
trated, the front panels 16 and 17 comprise 
rectangular frames 21 and 22 with suitable 
coverings 21 and 22’ suitably secured to the 
front side of the rectangular frames 21 and 
22 to close the rectangular frame. These 
coverings 21' and 22' may be of any suitable 
material, as for example silk fabric. Pref 
erably the auxiliary side panels 18 and 19 
are smaller than the panels 16 and 17 and 
are just large enough to fit Snugly or easily 
into the interior of the rectangular frames 
21 and 22 (Fig. 6) so that when the panels 
18 and 19 are swung up against the rear of 
the carrying panels 16 and 17, they fold in 
to the rectangular openings of the frames 
21 and 22 and come substantially flush with 
the rear sides thereof. The panels 18 and 19 
themselves are preferably constructed sim 
iliarly to the panels. 16 and 17 namely with 
rectangular frames closed by central cover 

30 

ings 23 and 24 of suitable material. In like 
manner the side panels 10 and 11 preferably 
consist of rectangular frames of wood or 
other suitable material covered by silk or 
other suitable fabric 25 and 26. If desired 
some suitable means may be provided for 
bracing the laterally flexible and foldable 
arch 1 in the rigid distended position shown 
in Fig. 1. This may be effected through the 
medium of a suitable elongated bracing 
arm 27 (Fig. 5) slidably carried on the up 
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If desired, suitable doors 33 may be pro 

per edge of the arch and passing through 
the aligned eyes 28 on the parts 2, 3 and 5. 
This arm 27 engages a stop 29 in its open 
position and may be provided with an off 
set end 27 to prevent dislodgement and 
loss. This prevents the movement of the 
parts 2 and 3 about their respective hinges 
6, 8 and 7,9. If desired a bracing means 34 
similar to the bracing mechanism 27, 28 
may be provided for the lower part of the 
arch across the central part 4, which adds 
to the rigidity when set up. The two cur 
tains 13 and 14 may be operated in any suit 
able manner, as for example by means of 
the continuous flexible operating strand 30, 
the latter passing through openings in the 
panel 10 and extending parallel to the wire 
15 to the opposite end thereof, where it is 
looped through two holes 31 in the left side 
panel 11, one of the halves of the flexible op 
erating string 30 being attached to the cur 
tain 13 and the other one to the curtain 14. 
Suitable hand holds in the form of rings 32 
are fixed to the free ends of the string. 

Fig. 1 illustrates the theater set up for 
use, the panels 10, 16, 18, and 11, 17, 19 forming dressing-rooms respectively on the 
right and left for the use of the performers. 
vided through the panels to permit entrance 
and exit of the performers, the doors being 
formed in any suitable manner as for ex 
ample by dividing the fabric covering of the 
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panels into two parts for a portion of their 
length from the bottom. The preferred use 
is indicated in Fig. 1 and the theater may be 
set up on One side of a room or chamber to 
be utilized for this purpose. For example, 
it may be assumed that the proscenium arch 
1 is disposed parallel to one wall of such 
chamber with the panels 10 and 11 having 
their rear vertical edges abutting there 
against. If desired, however, the panels 16 ; 
and 17 may be turned forwardly 90° so 
as to be at right angles to the arch instead 
of in continuation thereof. It is observed 
that the whole structure forms a single unit 
organized together in the manner indicated 
So that it may be collapsed into the compact 
flat form indicated in Fig. 2, wherein the 
arch halves 2 and 3, the front panels 16 and 
17, and the side panels 10 and 11 are all dis 
posed in parallel relation substantially ?lal 8 
against each other with practically no un 
occupied space, the side panels 10 and 11 be 
ing juxtaposed inside of the backwardly 
folded arch halves 2 and 3 while the front 
panels 16 and 17 are folded forwardly 
against the arch halves 2 and 3 with their 
auxiliary panels 18 and 19 folded within the 
rectangular compartments formed by the 
particular rectangular frame construction 
indicated. The central arch portions 4 and 
5 which are preferably of a width slightly 
greater than the combined thickness of the 
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panels 10 and 11 facilitate the compact fold 
ing function of the unit and permit the fold 
ing into the pancake form indicated with 
out any of the parts fouling or being fouled 
by the others. By means of this unitary 
construction and arrangement all of the 
parts are retained in assembleable relation 
whether knocked down or set up, and the 
loSS or misplacement of parts thereby obvi 
ated. Moreover, when constructed and used 
as a toy theater for children, it may be of di 
mensions, when set up, of sufficient propor 
tions to take up a substantial portion of the 
usual room and still on account of its com. 
pactness as indicated in Fig. 2 when col 
lapsed, it may be stored away with the 
greatest facility in the usual closet space 
provided in homes. The panel frames are 
preferably constructed of a light and cheap 
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Wood so that the whole apparatus may be 
manufactured cheaply and economically. 
It is understood that while I have de. 

scribed my invention as being particularly 
applicable to toy theaters, yet it is equally 
applicable to theaters for grown-ups, as for 
example when a temporary theatrical struc 
ture is to be improvised for amateur and hastily arranged performances. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim and desire to protect by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. An apparatus of the character set forth - - - - 
including a vertically divided laterally 
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