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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CONRADF. GLAN WILLE, 

of San Francisco city and county, State of 
California, have invented Improvements in 
Shoes; and I do hereby declare the following 
description alnd accompanying drawings are 
sufficient to enable any person skilled in the 
art or science to which it most nearly apper 
tains to make and use my said invention or 
improvement without further invention or ex 
periment. 
My invention relates to an improved mode 

of forming Welts and stays for protecting the 
seams in boots and shoes; and it consists in 
utilizing the single edges of a double welt so as 
to make them serve as stays on the inside of 
the seam. 

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a 
view showing my device. Fig. 2 is a section 
of the Welt, 
The seam to which this welt is applicable in 

the manufacture of boots and shoes is where 
two raw edges are to be united together. In 
stead of using a single thickness of leather to 
form the Welt, I take a strip, c, of leather, 
cloth, or other material of which the welt is to 
be made, and fold it double lengthwise, and in 
applying it I place this doubled strip between 
the edges to be united, and sew it in place, so 
that its doubled edge will project slightly on 
the outside, while its single edges are on the 
inside of the seam. I then fold the single 
edges of the stay-piece in opposite directions, 

and sew them down by a row of stitches on 
each side of the welt, so that these inside 
edges will form a stay for the seam. An in 
dependent stay-piece, d, can be used, if de 
sired, but when it is used I place it over the 
inside of the sealm, after the edges of the stay 
piece have been folded back, and the same 
row of stitches that is used to fasten the edges 
of the stay-piece down will serve to secure 
both the independent stay-piece and the edges 
of the Welt-piece. I thus provide a doubled 
Welt, which will not only be neat in appear 
ance, but will project slightly above the cloth, 
and protect the stitches upon each side from 
the wear to which they are subjected by the 
friction of the lower edge of the dress of the 
wearer chafing over it, and at the same time 
the welt-piece forms a stay for the seam, both 
Welt and stay being combined in the same 
piece or strip of leather. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
S-as 

A combined welt and stay for the seams of 
boots and shoes, formed of the folded strip c, 
and applied so that its doubled edge forms the 
welt, while its single edges form stays in the 
inside of the seam, substantially as and for 
the purpose described. 
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