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2,611,997 ' ‘
ARTICLE PROJECTING FIGURE TOY

Harry Solloway and Teofil L. Bonkowski,
~ " " Los Angeles, Calif. :

" Application Deceraber 5, 1949, Sérial No. 131,104 - '
o 7 Claims. (CL 46—123).

This -invention relates to toys and has par-
ticular reference to a toy in which a figure or ob-
ject is discharged, or catapulted therefrom.

One. of the objects of our invention is to pro-
vide novel meang for discharging or catapulting &
an object or figure from a parent object or figure. -

ARother object of our invention is to provide a
novel -catapulting device of- simple and rugged
construction. ) . ’

- A further object ‘of our invéntion is to provide 10
a novel toy in which an object or objects may. be:
catapulted therefrom, the catapulting platform -
having novel means coacting therewith to pro-
duce amusing effects on the toy itself.

Vet another object of our invention is-to'pro-: 15
vide a novel catapulting -toy which is inexpensive
"and adapted to manufacture.on a quantity basis.

Other objects and advantages it-is believed-will
be apparent from the following detailed descrip-
tion of ‘preferred embodiments .thereof as illus- .20
trated in the accompanying drawings.. :

In the drawings:: i :

Figure 1 is a side elevation, partly in section, of
a preferred embodiment of our invention, illus=
{rating the catapulting platformin the operative - 25

“or cocked position; - Coie

Figure: 2 is a side elevation, partly in section;
illustrating the position of the catapult-platform:..
and-actuating device:after release of the object;

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken: substantially - 30
on the line 3—3 of Figure-2; - | et

‘Figure-4 is a side.elevation, partly in-section, of: -,

a modified form of our-invention, illustrating the
catapulting platform-in.operative-or cocked posi- -
tion;. SRR S - 85

Figure 5 is a side elevation, partly-in section, -
illustrating the position-of.the catapulting plat- -
form and actuating device after release of the ob=-
ject; - : : Sl _ . :

Figure 6 is a sectional view taken substantially : 40
on the line 6—6 of Figure 4; . R

Figure 7 is a sectional view taken substantially,..
on the line 1—7 of Figure 4; . e

Figure 8 is a sectional view taken substantially:
on the line 8—8 of Figure 4;. . 48

Figure 9 is a sectional view taken substantially
on the line 9—9 of Figure:5; and - -~ - - ..o

Figure 10 is a sectional view taken substantially
on the line 10—10 of Figure 4. - .~ .-, N

Referring now-to the -drawings, - particularly 50
Figures 1; 2 and 3, it will be seen-that our in-
vention may be embodied in a figure-of a mother:
kangaroo 10 with a smaller figure. |, designed to
represent. a baby Kangaroo, carried in. the -pouch
12, the bottom of which is defined by-the cata~ 85

pult platfcrm-.!?g,fdescriﬁed.morez__full'yfbelow. o T

The ‘body. 18, which is preferably molded of”
plastic in two sections 15 and 16 Jjoined.on &
central vertical line |1 by means of pins {8 and
corresponding apertures - 19, is supported on a..-
base consisting of a pair of legs 20. These legs”
90 are connected together in spaced relation by -
‘means of & transverse bar 2 {, which is vertically™
slidably secured to the body 14 through elongated
apertures 22 and 23 in sections 15 and |8, respec-’
tively. A trigger member 24, integral with the
transverse bar 21 extends rearwardly therefrom.

The catapult platform 13, which may be .
stamped of sheet metal, is pivotally connected to
the body 14 by means of ears 25 which are en=
gaged in apertures 26. A latching member 27 is>

provided at the inner end of the catapult plat- |
form 13, and may be formed by cutting along the

transverse line 28 and then bending the portion-
thus freed at a right angle as shown. The end
portion of the latching member 27T is beveled‘f'f
asat29. , ’ s

" A spring 30, curved as shown in the drawings,;"
ig ‘secured to .the body section {6, which is pro-:
vided with a groove 31 in which the spring is held.
The. spring 30 extends ‘forwardly through an -

.aperture 32 provided in the transverse bar 2{.

One end of the spring under compression, as -
shown in Figure 1, contacts the underside of the !
catapult platform 13, while the other end is bent
into a catch 33 for the latching member: 2T~
The operation of the toy is as follows: ‘The obx".
ject to be- catpulted, such as the figure Il:is
placed in the pouch 12, with. the catapult plat--
form in cocked position, as shown in Figure: 1.
A downward pressure on the body (4 will cause -
it to move downwardly with respect to the legs -
20 and hence also with respect. to the transverse "
bar 21, since the bar is secured to the legs.: The.:
trigger member 24  forces the spring “catch- 33
rearwardly, releasing the catapult platform and-

. throwing the figure 11 clear of the pouch. The’

shoulder 34 on body section 16 acts aga stopito”
prevent further forward motion of the catapult
platform 13. The figure {1 may be provided with

a rounded bottom 35-and a weight 36 so that it ’

= will always come to rest. in'an upright; position.-

The device may be recocked simply by pressing:-
downwardly on the catapult platform 13 until the
1atching bar 21 engages under the catch 33.. - - .~

A modification of our inventioncis:illustrated:

“in Figures 4-10;, and includes.a body portion’in
“the form of-a figure of an open-mouthed head::

generally designated at 40, which is pivotally con-""
nected to a base 1. An object or objects such:as’:
a pair of dice 42 may be inserted into:the mouth.
‘43, and discharged therefrom by meansof.a cata- "
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pulting device substantially similar to that de-
scribed above,

" The head 48 is preferably molded of plastic
and includes two sections 44 and 45 joined on
a central vertical line 46 by means of pins 47
and corresponding apertures 48. The support-
ing basge 41 may likewise-be molded-in:two sec~
tions 49 and. 50 connected together: by pins' 51
and apertures 52. The head 40 is journaled on
& transverse bar or shaft 53 which is secured:
to the base sections 49 and 50 (see Pigure 6).
A curved L-shaped trigger bBar %4 i secured to
the shaft 53. )

The catapult platform 85, designed to simulats
the tongue of the figure is pivoted. to. the head.
on pin 56 and actuated by a spring 571 similar ty-
that described above. The spring 57 is 'secured.
in a groove 58 cut in a projecting portion 59 of
the.head. section 44 and provides a catch .60 for
the latching. bar 61 which is:integral. with the.
catapult’ platform’ 55 ang’ extends rearwardly.
theréfrom.. THe upper portion .of. the. inside. of.

the. mouth.-is défined by curved. walls. 62. which. .

areispaced to provide.a
of the latching.ban 61.. ‘ .

Means are provided by which the. eyes.64-may:
be . caused: to be rolled’ in. an amusing fashion

channel. 63. for the.travel.

come within the purview of the appended claims.

We claim:

1. In a toy, the combination of: 3 base mem-
ber, a body member operatively connected to said
base member, said body member having a recess
therein, a catapult platform pivotally connected
to-said -body. in-said recess; a-spring:member se-

© cured’torthe body:in said.recess; one*entl.of said

spring member adapted to be compressed to pro-

‘vide propellent means for said catapult platform,

the other end of said spring member being formed
into s catch whereby said catapult platform may

. be-cocked:in operative position, and means on

15

25

when' thé device  is. actuated. The. eyes are

mounted.on a. pair. of .shafts §5 which are. jour~
naled.in.bearing.brackets §5. A V-shaped lever
67.1s.carried.on each. of .the.shafts 65, one.lever.
being slightly: below the other. so.that clearance-
is.provided.therebetween.. ’

The. operation.of this modification is as. fol- .
to be catapulted, such as the -

lows:. The.objects.
bair: of. dice: 42, are. placed. in the. open -mouth.-
43.with-the catapult. platform .55 in -the. cocked

position as. shown.in Figure 4: A slight: forward.
pivotal motion of the head will cause the cateh.
60-to.be.released since:the trigger bar 54 -remains

stationary; holding the catch end. of-the-spring.
57;.while the-catapult platform.and latching bar:

said.base member adapted to release said catch
member upon movement of the body member
with respett to the base member,

Z.In a:toy, the combination of: a body having
a recess therein, a base member, a transverse bar
secured-to-said base. member and operatively. con-
necting said body.to- said.-base ‘member,.a- cata--
pult platform. pivotally connected. to.the. body:
in said.recess, a--spring.member: secured- to. the
body-in said.recess, one-end.of -said.-spring.meme
ber- adapted- to: be- compressed to. provide- pro~
pellent- means. for- said catapult: platform;. the
other-end-of said- spring: member. being. formed .
into a catch whereby said catapult platform-may
be cocked. in: operative position,. and- a- trigeer
member- carried -on- said: transverse bar: and.
adapted:- to reléase-the catch when. the-body: is:
moved with. respect to:the base- member, wheres-
by said catapult:pla,-tformimajyvrbe:forcibly.,pivot‘;ed‘ B
in sald recess to-catapult-an: obj ect'therefrom..

3. In artoy, the:combination’ofs body: hayw-
ingrairecess ‘therein; atbase:member; o iransverse:
bar‘secured:to ?sa;i’d".ba,sei:member:and‘:op‘erativ’ely
connecting said. body to: said. base member,;. g

- catapult. platform . pivotally” corinected: to: the'

61:move-forwardly-ang out from under the-catch

60:" The platform . 55-is: then forcibly. pivoted
upwardly: by:the-action:of. the: compressed.. por=-
tion:iof: the spring:
Simultaneously; the latching bar moves. upward--
ly through:the:channel -83 ;-and: strikes:the -for-:
ward ends:of thelevers 67, causing the shafts:65
fo-rotate-and the eyes:84: to roll.outwardly: (see.
Figures:8:and. 9). Shoulder §8.provides:g sstop -
for the:ddtehing bar§t.
as:the:device:ig ‘beingre-cocked, the:latehing bar:
8 Lwill.strike the:rearward ends-of the levers 57
causing:the eyes:64:to-roll to.the. ‘position shown"
imPFigure:8.

The:rear portion-.of the icatapult platformy:55:

may: be- shaped: and. colored.. to. simulate: teeth..

73::s0 that:when the: platform is in.the ‘uncocked
position: (see Figure 5), the:
and: furnish further amusement to_the observer..

The base- 41 is: provided with. a.compartment.

69:in_which:the- dice. may he:kept. when -the:toy -

is motin:use: The- circular ‘bottom: plate 18 of-

thesbase: 41: is- rotatably. mounted. thereon by
means:of. threaded-pin. 71. and:is. provided -with..

an aperture:12:which may be rotated to provide:
access:to the: compartment §9. :

While-we have shown .and. described. specific
embodiments ‘of our: invention, we do.not limit"
ourselves. to .the: exact: details: of- the construc--
tonsiset: forth; angd.the. invention embraces such
changes, . modifications. and equivalents of the-
partszand :their Tormation. and .arrangement as

87, discharging: the: dice: 43. .

Ishonld besnoted thats

teeth: are “visibla.

50

55

80

85

body in said.revess;.a spring: member:secured: to-
the body in said recess, one end of .said spring
member” adapted to be: compressed: to! provide
propellent.means: for said. catapult platform; the:
other end:of  said: spring: member. being: formed:
into a catch whereby said catapult -platformr:ma_y ’
be:cocked :in"operative: position;. a trigeer meri.
ber“cartied. on said . trarsverse bar:and. adapted:
to release: the:cateh: wheri: the: body: is moved:
with respect:to:the:baser member, whereby: said
catapult platform may- be:foreibly- pivoted: in:
sald .recess-to catapiilt an: object - therefrom;. ayid
a*stop’ in said- recess: adapted ” to~ limit: pivetal:
movement of- the:catépult  platforni:. .

4. In a toy, the combination of a body havifig:
& -récess’ therein; a-base”niember, g+ transverse
barsecured to said’base member and vertically
slidably connecting said body to said base ‘e
ber, a catapult platform pivotally connected: !
the body in said recess; a sprivg’ member secured
to the body in said recess; one end of ‘said sping”
member adapted to be compressed ‘to provide
propellent means for s#id catapult platform; the*
other’ end 'of “said’ sprinig member being’ formed
Into a catch whereby said catapult platiorm may~
be:cocked in operative: position, and & trigger
member carried on' said’ transverss® bay and’
adapted o' reléase-thecatch when the: body: is
moved downwardly with: respect” to the- baser
member; whereby s4id! catapult: platfori may be
forcibly pivoted iti said recess to catapult atrobs
jeet therefrom;. :

5. In‘g'toy, the’combination off g ‘body Havitig™

- &-recess*therein; o base' member, a’ transverse:

75

bar secured ‘to ‘said‘base member- and’ vertically -
slidably’connecting ‘said body to said base men: -
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ber, a catapult platform pivotally connected to
the body in said recess, a spring member secured
to the body in said recess, one end of said spring

member adapted to be compressed to provide.

propellent means for said catapult platform, the
‘other end of said spring member being formed
into a catch whereby said catapult platform may
be cocked in operative position, the middle por-
tion of the spring member normally tending fo
restrict downward motion of the body with re-
spect to the base member, and a trigger member
carried on said transverse bar and adapted to
release the catch when the body is moved down-
wardly with respect to the base member, whereby
said catapult platform may be forcibly pivoted
in said recess to catapult an object therefrom.

6. In a toy, the combination of: a body having
a recess therein, a base member, a transverse
bar secured to said base member and vertically
slidably connecting said body to said base mem-
ber, a catapult platform pivotally connected to
the body in said recess, a spring member secured
to the body in said recess, one end of said spring
member adapted to be compressed to provide
propellent means for said catapult platform, the
other end of said spring member being formed
into a catch whereby said catapult platform may
be cocked in operative position, the middle por-
tion of the spring member normally tending to
restrict downward motion of the body with re-
spect to the base member, a trigger member
carried on said transverse bar and adapted to
release the cateh when the body is moved down-
wardly with respect to the base member, whereby
said catapult platform may be forcibly pivoted

15
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in said recess to catapult an object therefrom,
and a stop in said recess adapted to limit pivotal
movement of the catapulf platform.

7. In a toy, the combination of: a body having
a recess therein, a base member, a transverse
bar secured to said base member and pivotally
connecting said body to said base member, a
catapult platform pivotally connected to the
body in said recess, a spring member secured to
the body in said recess, one end of said spring
member adapted to be compressed to provide
propellent means for said catapult platform, the
other end of said spring member being formed
into a catch whereby said catapult platform may
be cocked in operative position, and a trigger
member carried on said transverse bar and
adapted to release the catch when the body is
pivoted with respect to the base member, where-
by said catapult platform may be forcibly pivoted
in said recess to catapult an object therefrom.

HARRY SOLLOWAY.
TEOFIL: L. BONKOWSKI.
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