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To c.22 ufon, it nuclly concert: 
Be it known that I, CHARLES SUCKER, a 

subject of the Queen of Great Britain, resid 
ing at London, England, have invented new 

5 and useful Improvements in or Relating to 
Melodeons, Accordions,Concertinas, and other 
Similar Free Reed Instruments, of which the 
following is a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements 

applicable to melodeons, accordions, concer 
tinas, and other similar free reed instru 
ments, the object of the invention being to 
provide improved means for locking the in 
strument in the closed position and so that 
the act of pressing the air-valve unlocks the 
instrument. 
In carrying out the invention I employ 

within the instrument a spring bolt or lever 
suitably fulcrumed and having a catch at one 
end so arranged that when the instrument is 
closed the said catch engages with a rod, pin, 
or locking-plate, thereby locking the instru 
ment in its closed position. The other end of 
the said spring bolt or lever bears against the 
air-valve in such a manner that when it is re 
quired to use the instrument the act of oper 
ating the air-valve disengages the catch, leav 
ing the instrument free to be played upon. 
In order to enable my invention to be fully 

understood, I will describe how it can be car 
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ried into practice by reference to the accom 
panying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a front sectional elevation show 
ing myinvention applied to a melodeon. Fig. 
2 is a sectional plan of the same. Fig. 3 is a 
view of some of the parts shown in Fig. 2, but 
in another position. Fig. 4 is a side Sectional 
elevation of the instrument. Figs. 5 and 6 
are respectively a front view and a plan show 
ing a modified form of my locking arrange 
ment. 
Similar letters in all the figures indicate 

similar or corresponding parts. 
I will first describe the arrangement shown 

in Figs. 1 to 4. a represents the spring bolt 
or lever fulcrumed at b in a slot cin a plated, 
fixed in the interior of the instrument, e is 
the catch at one end of the bolt or lever Cl, 
the other end of the lever bearing against the 

35 

45 

air-valve f of the instrument, g is a rod onto 5o 
which the catch e engages (when the instru 
ment is in its closed position) under the action 
of the spring h, which normally tends to keep 
the bolt or lever C in the position shown in 
full lines in Fig. 2, thereby keeping the air 
valve closed and dispensing with the ordinary 
spring. From this arrangement it will be ob 
vious that when the instrumentisin its closed 
position, as shown in Figs. I and 2, the catch 
e, being engaged with the rod g, will lock the 
instrument. When it is required to use the 
instrument, the act of operating the air-valve 
f will move the lever a on its fulcrumb, dis 
engaging the catch e from the rod g, as shown 
in Fig. 3, leaving the instrument free to be 
played upon. On closing the instrument the 
catch will automatically engage with the rod 
g and lock the instrument. 
In the modification shown in Figs, 5 and 6 

the bolt or lever a' is fixed to a spring-plate 
h', which also forms the fulcrum of the lever. 
The operation is the same as that hereinbe 
fore described and therefore needs no further 
description. 

It will be obvious that instead of the rod g, 
herein before described, a locking-plate or its 
equivalent can be employed. 
Having now particularly described and as 

certained the nature of my said invention 
and in what manner the same is to be per 
formed, I declare that what I claim is 

1. A melodeon, accordion, concertina, or 
like free reed instrument having a spring bolt 
or lever for automatically locking the instru 
ment when closed, the said lever being adapt 
ed to be operated by the air-valve of the in 
strument for unlocking the same. 

2. A melodeon, accordion, concertina, or 
like free reed instrument having in combina 
tion a Spring bolt or lever, such as a, a catch 9c 
e, a rod g, and a spring h, arranged and oper 
ating substantially as hereinbefore described 
and illustrated. 
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CHARLES SUCKER. 
Witnesses: 

G. F. REDFERN, 
A. S. WUTT. 

  


