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My invention relates to electric lamps and more par 
ticularly to base assemblies for electric lamps. 

It is an object of my invention to provide a base 
assembly having incorporated therein an ornamental 
metallic skirt of decorative appearance and of novel, 
easily assembled structure, particularly useful for decora 
tive lamps for use in exposed sockets having no sur 
rounding shades, the lamp bulb itself providing the effect 
of a fixture. 
To that end, the base assembly comprises an orna 

mental metallic skirt, an insulating collar or washer and 
a conventional base, such as the standard screw base. 
These parts are assembled in the stated order onto the 
end of the lamp bulb, each part telescoping onto the 
preceding part. The ornamental skirt member surrounds 
a correspondingly shaped portion of the lamp bulb and 
abuts against a shoulder at the end thereof. The said 
skirt and collar members are firmly held in place be 
tween the said shoulder and the rim of the base which 
is secured to a neck portion at the end of the bulb, prefer 
ably by conventional cement. Thus the assembly is 
firmly held in place at each end and uniformity in over 
all length is obtained. 

Further features and advantages of my invention will 
appear from the following description of species thereof 
and from the drawing wherein: 

FIG. 1 is an elevation, partly in section, of a lamp 
and base assembly comprising my invention; 

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the base 
assembly; and 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary elevation, partly in section, 
of a lamp having a modified base assembly. 

Referring to FIG. 1 of the drawing, the lamp com 
prises a glass bulb 1 of suitable decorative contour hav 
ing a main conical portion 2, a reverse frusto-conical end 
portion 3 and a slightly rounded top 4. The interior 
Surface of the bulb may be frosted and the outside coated 
with a suitable colored enamel except at the top 4 and 
at several stripes 5 around the end portion 3. The bulb 
contains a conventional mount structure comprising a 
re-entrant glass stem tube 6 sealed to one end of the 
bulb and having a pair of lead-in wires 7 extending 
through the stem 6 to a tungsten filament 8. 
The end of the bulb is shaped to provide a cylindrical 

neck portion 9 which flares outwardly to an adjoining 
enlarged generally cylindrical, preferably conical, portion 
i0 which terminates, at its junction with the main por 
tion 2 of the bulb, in an annular portion defining an 
external shoulder 11. 
The base assembly comprises an ornamental metallic 

skirt 12, which may be of anodized aluminum, a collar 
or Washer member 13 of insulating material, preferably 
of organic plastic material, and a base 14 for engage 
ment with a socket. The base 14 may be a conventional 
Screw or bayonet type base, and is here illustrated as a 
standard Screw type base comprising a threaded metal 
shell 15 carrying at its end an insulating web 16 of glass 
or organic plastic to which is secured an end contact 
eyelet 17. 
The skirt member 12 is of frusto-conical shape corre 

sponding to the shape of the bulb portion 10 and has 
at its lower end an inwardly extending annular flange 
portion 18 terminating in a depending collar or flange 
portion 19. 
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The collar or ring member 13, is shaped to fit snugly 

around the flange portion 19 of skirt 12 and against the 
flange 18, and has successively reduced or shouldered 
portions 20 and 21. The reduced portion 21 telescopes 
snugly into the rim of the base shell 15, and the reduced, 
portion 20 is preferably provided to assure sufficient 
clearance of the base in all standardized sockets. The 
collar serves to electrically insulate the skirt 12 from 
the base shell 15. 

Preferably, means are provided to prevent relative 
rotation between the skirt 12, and collar. 13. As illus 
trated herein, this is provided by keys or teeth 22 on 
the interior surface of the collar 13, and corresponding 
matched slots 23 in the flange 19 of the skirt 12. 
The base is preferably assembled by first placing the 

skirt 12 over the end of the bulb, around the portion 10 
and against the shoulder 11. Then the collar 13 is 
slipped onto the flange 19 against flange 18. Next, the 
outer end of one of the lead wires 7 is bent over the 
collar i3, the other lead wire 7 extending axially out 
Ward of the bulb. Finally, the base 14, containing a 
ring of cement 24, is threaded over the axially extending 
lead wire 7 which passes through the eyelet contact 17, 
and the rim of the base 14 is fitted onto the reduced or 
shoulder portion 21 of collar 13. The cement 24 is 
then cured by heating, and the lead wires 7 are trimmed 
and soldered to the respective shell and end contacts 15 
and 17. 
The telescoping fit of the base parts prevent relative 

lateral motion therebetween. The entire assembly is 
firmly held in place at one end by the cement 24 and 
at the other end by the shoulder 11. Relative rotation 
of the skirt 12 and collar 13 is prevented by the key 
and slot arrangement, and the cement 24 securely holds 
the collar 13 and base shell 15 together on the bulb 
neck 9. 
The base assembly shown in FIG. 3 is similar to that 

described above. However, in this case the skirt 12' is 
provided with a resilient curved flange 25 which Snaps 
Over an annular bead 26 on the insulating collar 13. 
When desired, the bead 26 and skirt flange 25 are pro 
vided with matching keys and slots to prevent relative 
rotation. 
What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent of the United States is: 
1. In an electric lamp, the combination of a glass bulb 

containing a light source and having at one end thereof 
a generally cylindrical neck portion and an adjoining 
enlarged generally cylindrical portion terminating, at its 
junction with the main portion of the bulb, in an annular 
portion defining an external shoulder, and a base assem 
bly comprising a base including a metallic shell sur 
rounding said bulb neck portion and adapted to engage 
With a socket, means fixedly securing said base shei to 
Said bulb neck portion, an insulating collar member tele 
Scopically engaging within the rim of said base shell, and 
an ornamental metallic skirt member having one end telescopically engaging within said collar member and 
Spaced and electrically insulated by said collar member 
from said base shell, said skirt member loosely surround 
ing said adjoining portion of said bulb and abutting at 
its other end against said shoulder, said collar and skirt 
members being firmly retained in place by and between 
Said shoulder and the rim of said base shell. 

2. A lamp as set forth in claim 1 wherein said means 
fixedly securing said base shell to said bulb neck is a 
quantity of cement. 

3. A lamp as set forth in claim 1 including means 
Securing said collar and shell members against relative 
rotational displacement. 

4. In an electric lamp, the combination of a glass 
bulb containing a light source and having at one end 
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thereof a generally cylindrical neck portion and an ad 
joining enlarged generally cylindrical portion terminating, 
at its junction with the main portion of the bulb, in an 
annular portion defining an external shoulder, and a 
base assembly comprising a base including a metallic 
shell surrounding said bulb neck portion and adapted 
to engage with a socket, means fixedly securing said 
base shell to said bulb neck portion, an insulating collar 
member telescopically engaging within the rim of said 
base shell, and an ornamental metallic skirt member 
having at one end thereof a flange portion of reduced 
diameter telescopically engaging an inner wall portion 
of said collar member and spaced and electrically in 
sulated by said collar member from said base shell, said 
skirt member loosely surrounding said adjoining portion 
of said bulb and abutting at its other end against said 

0 

4. 
shoulder, said collar and skirt members being firmly 
retained in place by and between said shoulder and the 
rim of said base shell, the said inner wall portion of said 
collar member having key portions on its surface, the 
said flange portion of the skirt having matching slots 
engaged by said key portions and locking said skirt and 
collar members against relative rotation. 
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