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United States Patent Office 

3,167,782 
ADUSTABLE AND REVERSBLE SPORT 

DENTIFICATION 
Porter C. Wilson, 320 E. Elvira Road, and Norman C. 
Adams, 4258 Camigo de la Coina, both of Tucson, 
Ariz. 

Filed Mar. 22, 1962, Ser. No. 81,603 
2 Claims. (C. 2-) 

This invention relates to an adjustable and reversible 
identification for participants in an athletic sport and, in 
particular, one which permits of the maximum freedom 
of movement. 
A main object of the invention is to provide a colorful, 

fully adjustable and reversible identification means that 
will replace or complement game uniforms. 
A further objective is to minimize the number of suit 

ings normally required by teams in athletic contests by 
the mere reversal or substitution of player and/or team 
designation. 
An additional objective is to provide the apparel and 

identifications of a flexible but durable plastic material 
which may readily be cleaned. 

Still another object is to provide an adjustable sport 
apparel with reversible team or player identifications 
which do not restrict the body movement of the player 
and wherein all excess belting is frictionally secured and 
will not flap about during play. 
A still further object is to provide a player number 

means of identification which may be separately used 
without a belt or wherein the emblem unit may be in 
dividually used or with the uniform apparel. 
With these and other objects in view the invention may 

consist in the details of construction and combination of 
parts, as will be more fully understood from the following 
description and specifications, when read in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawings. 
By way of further explanation, heretofore the problems 

involved in suiting out a group or team for the playing of 
numerous games, were fitting the individual sizes with 
proper color, number and emblem identification. When 
changes were made in team personnel, refitting became 
necessary. The original purchase of such apparel is al 
ways expensive with the cleaning and maintenance of 
such equipment over a period of time even more expen 
sive. This equipment can be used only for the team for 
which it was intended and very little interchangeable use 
between the teams was possible. Accordingly, the prob 
lem of placing a team emblem without interfering with 
number identification has also been a problem. 
The subject invention provides complete size adjust 

ment quickly and simply with complete interchangeability 
between teams or individuals made possible. The inven 
tion provides decorative color contrast or complement 
for two teams by quickly turning the attire inside out. 
The same is true of providing a different team emblem 
upon the reverse side of the emblem circle. 

This invention also provides emblem silhouettes to be 
placed upon a contrasting color background, and inter 
changing the emblems by reversing the circle. Provision 
is also made for the method of placing a team emblem 
upon a player without interfering with number identifica 
tion and also enables the same to be displayed when used 
with any uniform. 

It will be appreciated, in addition, that through the use 

0 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65. 

3,167,782 
Patented Feb. 2, 1965 

2 
of the flexible durable plastic material it may easily be 
washed, eliminating the usual cleaning and maintainence 
problems. Further, the invention provides individual and 
team identification which does not restrict body movement 
and any excess belting is frictionally secured and does 
not flap about during play. . 
The invention provides top number identification which 

may be used separately without the belt and there is also 
provided a bottom belt and emblem which may be used 
separately with any uniform or alone. It has been con 
templated to provide a system whereby the identification 
circles are self centering upon the chest and back of the 
usual sized individual. 

It is also an object to provide a sliding retainer for 
the apparel belting allowing a simple piece of belting 
to be adjustable to all sizes while retaining the loose or 
surplus belt end. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a front view of the uniform apparel with 

the body of the wearer shown in dotted lines. 
FIGURE 2 is a partial rear view of the same. 
FIGURE 3 is a sectional view taken on the lines 3-3 

of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 4 is a sectional view taken on the lines 4-4 

of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 5 is a plan view of one of the two stays that 

are to be mounted on the lower end of a shoulder strap. 
FIGURE 6 is a top plan view of a slide retainer show 

ing the opposed serrated grooves whereby the main belt 
portion may be securely engaged and adjusted. 
FIGURE 7 is a side elevation of the same. 
FIGURE 8 is a cross-sectional view taken on the line 

8-8 of FIGURE 7 and shows the belt portions secured 
thereto, while 
FIGURE 9 is a sectional view of the slide retainer taken 

on the line 9-9 of FIGURE.8 showing the relative posi 
tions of the belting that is secured in the retainer. 

In the drawings where like reference numerals denote 
like parts, the numeral 10 refers to the body of the wearer, 
shown in dotted lines throughout the drawings. The num 
ber designations 12 and 14 are shown on the front and 
rear of the apparel 16 and are secured by rivets or staples 
18 to the crossed shoulder straps 20 and 22. It is to be 
observed that these number designations are formed 
of doubled plastic material and although these two plastic 
sections are secured by staples 18 they are separable to 
enable the insertion of the two shoulder straps 20 and 22 
in crossed relationship. It is to be noted that the dotted 
lines 10 reflecting the wearer's body do not conform to the 
actual size or shape of a human. The number "77" shown 
on the apparel is indicated at 24 has only been shown 

- in FIGURE 1 and may be secured by rivets, staples or 
other means to the members 12 and 14. 
The crossed shoulder straps 20 and 22 have plastic stays 

26 located on the lower portions in the front to accom 
modate looseness due to an excess of the belt material. 
Connecting plates 28, also of plastic, are located on the 
two front sides to secure the folded ends 30 and 32 of the 
shoulder straps 20 and 22. A plan view of a connecting 
plate 28 is shown in FIGURE 5 which is provided with 
pairs of parallel slots 34 and 36 on the two right angular 
edges. An aperture 39 is provided for a purpose to be 
later explained. As indicated in FIGURE 1, the ends 30 
and 32 of the shoulder straps 20 and 22 are adapted to be 
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positioned through these slots 34 and 36 to enable ad 
justment of the straps. 

Below these connecting plates 28, and adapted to en 
circle the waist of a player, is a doubled plastic belt back 
ground 38. The ends 40 and 42 in front are folded back 
and the folds are spaced from each other, as shown in 
FIGURES 1 and 4. This doubled plastic belt background 
material is of oposed colors as are the numerals '77' on , 
the front and back of the doubled number identification: 
12 and 14. Slits 44 have been made in the approximately 
horizontal belt background 38 forming loops 47 to permit 
the plastic belt 46 to be inserted or woven in and out of 
the loops 47. It is to be noticed that straps 20 and 22 are 
extensions of the doubled belt background 38. A buckle 
48 is positioned centrally of the front and has cooperative 
engagement with the folded portions 49 of the plastic 
belt at this location. 
The end 50 of the belt 46 may be sealed, riveted or 

otherwise attached to the adjacent surface of the belt. 
Tie-down or cords 52 are used to secure the connecting 

plates 28, through which the shoulder straps 20 and 22 
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extend, to the belt 46 or the player's trouser loops to main 
tain the component parts of the apparel in relative ad 
justed positions. - 

In FiGURE 2, a partial rear view of the combined sport 
designation has been shown with the upper portion, com 
parable to number identification on the front, not shown 
in this view. With the exception of the connecting plates 
28, the upper portion in the rear is identical to that dis 
closed in the front. 
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However, in the lower portion in the rear there is pro 

vided a team identification background 54 shown attached 
or mounted on the belt 46. This belt, in the rear, passes. 
through, or is woven through the loops. 56 of the belt 
background material 38. The emblem or team designation 
58 is secured by rivets, staples, or other means, 60 to the 

4 
outside. The excess slitted belt grounding is now turned 
in and matched to the nearest corresponding slit. The 
center of the slitted background is located and the emblem 
is positioned, straddling the three center slits. The belt is 
then woven through the slits and the belt unit is positioned 
upon the player with the excess end secured in the loop 
slits. - v - 

The tie-down or string ties are now secured to either 
the belt or the player's trouser loops. It is to be observed 
that the emblem display is held securely stretched by its 
fit between the slits in the belt background. 

In the modification shown in FIGURES6 through9, a 
sliding retainer: 70 for the belt 46 has been disclosed. This 
plastic retainer of general rectangular formation com 
prises side members 72 and a base 74. Cut-outs 6 are: 
provided on each side member 72 establishing a width 
comparable to that of the belt 46 for the sport identifica 
tion apparel that has been shown in the previous views. 

Spaced grooves 78 and 80 have been formed in the base 
74 and vertical serrations 82 are provided on the opposed 
longitudinal surfaces of the grooves. . As shown in FIG 
URES 8 and 9, the end 84 of the belt 46 has been inserted 
through the grooves 78 and 80 and held fast through the 
grooves. 78 and 80 due to the serrations 82 with the side 
edges of the belt abuting or fitting within the cut-outs 76. 
The slide 70 is attachable to the main belting 46 by 

merely crimping the side edges of the belt down and press 
ing upon the center of the belting, thus setting the beads 
upon the outer edges into their slides as particularly shown 
in FIGURE 9. This arrangement allows movement of 
the retainer along the belting by sliding into the desired 
position or location, thus eliminating the usual necessity 
of threading the entire ending therethrough. 
While some of the features of the subject invention have 

35 been described in detail, it is apparent that modifications 
and variations may be resorted to without departing from 

facing or background 54 and may readily be separated 
therefrom. It is to be noticed that the stays 62, compar 
able to the stays 26 on the front of the apparel, are pro 
vided to accommodate or adjust the possible looseness of 
the straps 20 and 22 in the rear. The straps 20 and 22 
pass around the torso of the wearer and both ends of each 
strap are attached in front to same or common connecting 
plate 28 as shown in FIGURE 1 to form a closed loop. 

45 It is to be observed that certain material has been dou 
bled to give added strength, such as disclosed in the 
identification backgrounds 12 and 14, as well as the belt 
facing 38. - 

In operation or use of the sport apparel, a team chooses 
a color background and it is turned to face the outside. 
The excess of the slitted belt background is then turned 
into match the nearest corresponding slit. The center of 
the slitted background is then positioned and the emblem 
or team identification in the rear is placed stradding the 
three center slits. The belt is then located or applied, 
weaving it through the slits, flaps and/or loops. 
The top circle or number background that match the 

color of the belt background is then turned to face outside 
by turning the complete attire inside out. The attire or 
apparel is then put upon the player and the slitted adjust 
ment portions are arranged so that they hang just above 
the belt on each side, the excess ends running just under or 
up to the sliding holders or flaps above. The tie-downs or 
string ties 52 are then secured to either the belt or to the 
player's trouser loops. . 

It is to be observed that the emblem or team designation 
is held securely stretched by its positioning between the 
slits in the belt background. 

It is to be further understood that the numeral designa 
tion may be readily reversed to indicate different color, as 
in the case of the double belt and team designation. 
Further, the numerals may be changed readily as well as 
the teams designation. - 

In the practical use of the unit or apparatus, a team 
chooses a given color background and turns it to face the 
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the spirit of the invention; and that accordingly, the ap 
pended claims are to afford a range of equivalent and 
scope fairly in keeping with our contribution to the art. 
We claim: m 
1. In an adjustable and reversible identification apparel 

of plastic material for athletic contests, crossed shoulder 
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straps, each strap having front and backportions adapted 
to extend around a torso of a wearer, in front and in back, 
numeral designation on a background of doubled plastic 
material on said front and back portions, said shoulder 
straps positioned between said doubled material, stays 
located on the lower portions of said straps whereby 
loosening of the straps is minimized, connecting plates 
Secured to the ends of the crossed shoulder straps, each 
shoulder strap forming a loop adapted to extend around 
the torso with the respective ends of said strap attached 
to a respective common connecting plate, and an ad 
justable, reversible belt background of doubled plastic 
material having loops formed thereon to receive a belt 
of comparable material, said belt cooperating, with said 
loops when said belt background is folded on itself and 
opposing belt loops aligned, a buckle secured on the ends 
of said belt, tie-down cords secured to each of said con 
necting plates and said belt whereby said connected parts 
are maintained in relative adjustment. 

2. An adjustable and reversible identification apparel 
of plastic material for athletic contests, comprising a pair 
of crossed shoulder straps, each strap having front and 

65 
back portions adapted to extend around the torso of a 
wearer; at least one colored identification background of 
doubled material of different identifying colors on op 
posite sides thereof, said shoulder straps passing between 

- said sides of said identification background; connecting 
plates secured to the ends of said crossed shoulder straps, 

70. each shoulder strap forming a loop adapted to extend 
around the torso with the respective ends of said strap at 
tached to a respective common connecting plate; a fold 

75 

able, reversible, belt background of different identifying 
colors on opposite sides, said identifying colors corre 
sponding to those of said identification background; 
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spaced slits in said belt backggsund forming spaced belt 1,651,561 
loops thereon, said belt background being adjustable by 1,697,363. 
folding back the ends of said belt background and align- 1,860,727 
ing two of said belt loops formed thereon; a belt extending 2,130,724 
through said belt loops in said belt background; and 5 2,661,888. 
means for securing said connecting plates to said belt. . . 2,821,035. 

- - - . 2,996,228 
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