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To all whom it may Y CONCErn:

Be it known that I, Jomx R. BAUMANN,
a citizen of the Umtefl States, residing at
Red Wing, in the county of- Goodhue “and
State of Minnesota, have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Building- -

Blocks; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the 1nvent10n stch as . will enable
others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same.-

The cbject of the invention is to prov1de :

a building block which, as to the joint be-
tween a,dj acent units or elements in the same
course shall correspond substantially in con-
struction, and essentially as to operation and
advantages, with that shown in my co-pend-
ing application, No. 227,093, filed April 6,

1918 and whlch also shall have such a con-

struction relative to its members as to adapt
them to be arranged in longitudinal aline-

- ment, or substantially longitudinal -aline-
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ment, or at right angles or any preferred
angle to each other, or in reversed substan-
tlally alined position, so as to facilitate, in
the manufacture, and particularly with re-
gard to the construction of the mold the
Formation of either wall blocks, reversing

-or key blocks, or corner blocks, whether the

corners of the structure are right angular

or related to an octagonal or similar forma--

tion, and in this connection; as set forth in
my said co-pending application, to provide

a block which may be employed in the con-

struction of buildings, silos, elevator shafts,
drains, sewers, water mams, culverts and
the like. -

With these and related ob]ects in view .

the invention consists- in a constructlon,
combination and relation of parts herein-

after specifically set forth, it being under- -
stood however that changes in form, pro- .
portion and details may be resorted - to,

within the scope. of the appended claims,

without -departing from- the: pr1nc1p1es in-

volved.
- In the drawings:

Figures.1, 2 and 3 are respectlvely plan -
views of a line or wall block, a T or key. 7
' . eral types of blocks, that is either line, re- -

block, and a corner block.-

Flg 4 is a horizontal sectional view of -

a section of wall including a combination
of the three forms or types of blocks show-
ing the relation therebetween and the form

“of the lock joint which they are adapted

to produce.in the construction of an-inclos-
ing wall.

Fig. 5 is a perspectlve view of the line
or wall block.

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the T or
key Block.

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the corner

block.
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Each block ¢omprises two 1dent1cally con-

structed members A and B which are united,
preferably integrally, on a line 1011, rep-
resented by a dotted line in the dmwmds,

Figs. 1, 2 and 8, and which lies in and cor-.

responds with the transverse medial line of
the blocks. At the intersection of this trans-
verse medial line  with  the longitudinal

medial line represented as at 12—13 is the "

geometrical’ center of the block. whether
in the forms shown in Figs. 1, 2 or 3, said
center point remaining constant in all forms
of' the block and constituting - the center

‘about which the members may be disposed

relatively, to produce the several forms
either by reversal as from the form shown

in Fig. 1 to that form shown in Fig. 2; or !

by angular movement as from the form
shown in Fig. 2 to that shown in Fig. 8.
Eqmdlstant from and at oppos1te sides
of the longitudinal medial line each block
member is provided with-a wall face por-
tion 14—15, designed to form'a portion of
the opposite faces of a wall to be con-
structed. of blocks of this type, and adapted
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either to be exposed or to be provided with -

a -surfacing finish as may be -preferred.

- Also while as above indicated the. members

of each -block are of similar construction,
the arrangement of the members in the an-
gular relation indicated in the corner block
shown in i 1g. 8 necessitates the introduc-
tion of an additional filler element shown at
16 and the removal from the opposite side
of the block of a portion of corresponchnO‘

area represented at 17 in Fig. 2. Thus,

while:the present invention relates parblcu-

- larly to the blocks, -it will: be noted that
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there is distinctly in view the provision of.

means whereby, in the formation of the sev-

verse or -corner, a mold may be readily
adapted to produce eitheér or all at the op-
tion of the operator, to thereby minimize
cost of manufacture and at the same tmle
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insure a proper interlocking relation be-

tween the several units or elements of a
wall structure.

As a-matter of convenience those portions
of the end surfaces of each block member
which are respectively remote from and
adjacent to the transverse medial-line may
be designated as outer and inner end sur-
faces 18 and 19, and as shown they are.pro-
vided respectively with male and female
interlocking elements 20 and 21 for engage-
ment respectively with the corresponding

portions of the adjacent blocks in the same
-~ course of masonry.

Also while the longi-
tudinal exterior surfaces or outer side sur-

- faces of each block member constitute wall

20

face surfaces, as hereinbefore described, the
inner longitudinal surface of each block
member is provided with male and female
interlocking elements 22 and 23 which ex-

-tend respectively upon opposite sides of and

- to. equal distances from the longitudinal

“medial line 12—13.
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Moreover, it will ‘be
observed that these relations are maintained
in all relative positions of the block mem-

bers whether in longitudinal alinement, or -

substantial longitudinal alinement, direct or
reversed as indicated in Figs. 1 and 2, or in
angular relation as shown in Fig. 3, with
the result that when combined in a wall
structure as shown in Fig. 4 the same inter-
lock between the adjacent units of ‘a wall

“structure is maintained throughout, regard-

Iess of the order or sequence in which the
units appear or occur in said structure.
In order that there may be a clear lino of

differentiation discernible between the sub-

ject matter of the invention particularly set

- forth and ‘claimed in ‘this case as distin-
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-guished from that disclosed and claimed in

“ my- aforesaid - copending application, . it

45

should be noted -that in the construction as

defined herein, the building block comprises

similar " reversely - disposed body members -
‘each of which has an exterior surface, and
designed to be disposed in coincidence with -
an -exterior surface of the wall to be con-

structed . thereby to form an exterior wall
face surface, and a key member extending

from the opposite or inner longitudinal sur-

face of each bedy member and in thé same

-~ plane with ‘the body member and having

the general form of a T-head, constituting

~a reduced or neek portion and an over-
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hanging or longitudinally extended head

portion which in turn is provided with an

- exterior surface constituting a wall face sur-
- - face which is opposite to the wall face sur-

60.
“the block which is illustrated in Fig. 2 the

face provided by the related body member
of the block. For example-in the form of

- reversely disposed ‘body members are ar-

- ranged in longitudinal alinement, meeting °
at a commion transverse medial plane while-
the key members carried respectively there-
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by, also meeting on a prolongation of the
same transverse medial plane (10—11) con-
stitute a reduced neck portion 19, 21 over-
hung by a longitudinally extended head por-
tion 212 the transverse terminal portions of
the body members, and the opposite sides of
the neck portion having complemental inter-
locking members or elements as hereinabove
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deseribed. In the form of the block which

is shown in Fig. 3, the reversely disposed
body members are arranged at an angle to
each other but at the same time longitudi-
nally with reference to the block structure,
so that the wall face surfaces with which
they are provided are arranged in angular
relation as shown at 15—15, and the key-
member projecting from the inner side of
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the combined body members like-wise con- -

stitute a T-head having a reduced neck por-
tion -and a longitudinally  extended head,
carrying wall face surfaces which however
are angularly disposed with reference to

each other, but are respectively. disposed in.

parallelism with the opposite wall face suz-
faces of the respective body member, the T-
head being arranged as above described in
overhanging relation with the reduced or
neck portion and the remote transverse
terminal portions of the body member and
the side surfaces of the neck or reduced
portion having complemental interlocking
elements as hereinabove described. '

In the form of the block which is shown
in Tig. 1 the reversely disposed body memn-
bers are provided each with an outer wall
frce surface, but. these” wall face surfaces,
instead of being in a common plane or in
plane at an angle vith each other (as shown
in Fig. 3)-are disposed in parallelism or in
substantial parallelism, but in this as in
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the previously mentioned forms of the block

there is provided a key member having a-
reduced or neck portion and an overhang-

ing head portion (respectively 19 and 212),
meeting at a common transverse medial
plane of the block as a unit, but performing

respectively . the identical functions de-

scribed with veferénce to the forms of the
block shown in Figs. 2 and 8, in that the
key-member which in this instance-is split,
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with the elements thereof carried respec-
tively by the oppositely disposed body mem- -
bers, has its elements provided respectively -

with surfaces constituting wall face sur-
faces disposed in parallelism with and op-

posite to the wall face surfaces of the re-
‘spective body members with which they are

related. co .
Having described the invention I claim:
1. A building block having elongated

body members for arrangement in parallel-

ism with the wall structure in which the
block is incorporated and each provided at

“one longitudinal side with a wall face sur-

face, and a key - member projecting from
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the opposite longitudinal side of and in a
common plane with each body member, the
transversely disposed terminals of the body
members and the side surfaces of the key

‘members respectively having complemental

male and female interlocking elements.
2. A Dbuilding block having elongated
body members for arrangement in parallel-
ism with the wall structure in which the
block is incorporated and each provided at

“one longitudinal side with a wall face sur-

face, and a T-head member having elements
projecting from the opposite long side of
and in a common plane with each body
member and provided with a wall face sur-
face in parallelism with the corresponding
body member, the transversely disposed
terminsals of the body members and the neck
or reduced portion of the key-member re-
spectively having. complemental male and
female interlocking elements. .

3. A building block having elongated
body members for arrangement in parallel-

Cism with the wall structure in which the

block is incorporated ‘and provided at one
long side with a wall face surface and a
terminally enlarged key member project-
ing from the opposite long side of and in
a common plane with each body member at
an intermediate point of the length of the
block and provided with a wall face sur-

face disposed opposite to and in parallelism’
with the wall face surface of the corre-
sponding body member, the transversely dis-

posed terminals of the body members and
the reduced or neck portion. of the key
members respectively having complemental
male and female interlocking elements.
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4. A building block having elongated.
body members for arrangement in paraliel-
ism with the wall structure in which the
block is incorporated and provided at one
long side with a wall face surface, and a
T-head key member. projecting from the
opposite long side of and in a common
plane with said body members at the center

of the combined lengths of said body mem- .

bers and provided with a wall face surface
disposed 1n’ parallelism -with' the wall face
surfaces of said body members, the trans-
versely disposed terminals of the body
members and the reduced or neck portion

of the key-member respectively having

complemental male and female interlock-
ing ‘elements. ' :

5. A building block having an elongated
body for arrangement in parallelism with
the wall structure in which the block is
incorporated and provided at one long side
with a wall face surface, and a key-member
disposed on a transverse medial line of the
body of the block and provided with an
enlarged longitudinally extending head
forming an opposite wall face surface paral-
leling the first named wall face surface, the
transversely disposed terminals of the body
and the opposite surfaces of the key mem-

- ber respectively having complemental male

and female interlocking elements.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN R. BAUMANN. -
‘Witnesses: ” '

Arraor E, ArNoson,
Cuarires A, M. JomxNsow. -
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