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(57) Abstract: Disclosed are a device and method for con-
verting a 10.2 channel signal into a multichannel signal
having a small number of channels, and encoding and de-
coding the converted signal. The device for encoding/de-
coding a multichannel signal comprises: a multichannel
signal conversion unit for converting a first multichannel
signal into a second multichannel signal having a smaller
number of channels than the first multichannel signal; a
residual signal generation unit for generating a residual
signal by using a difference between the first multichannel
signal and the second multichannel signal; and an encod-
ing unit for encoding the second multichannel signal and
the residual signal.
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