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This invention relates to cigarette package 
holders and is particularly applicable for use in 
Connection. With a paper cigarette package for 
maintaining the package in its extended position, 
and preventing crushing thereof before or after 
cigarettes have been removed therefrom. 
My invention contemplates the provision of 

simple and efficient means normally closing the 
otherwise open top of a cigarette package, and 
designed to be removed from the top for ex 
posing the cigarettes of the package for easy ac 
cess thereto and Withdrawal thereof from the 
package. My invention further contemplates the 
provision of means for urging the cigarettes of 
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the package toward the discharge opening of 
my improved holder, Whereby the cigarettes are 
accessible to the user at all times and Without 
manipulation irrespective of the number of 
cigarettes remaining in the package. 
The various objects of my invention Will be 

clear from the description which follows and 
from the drawings, in Which, 

Fig. l is a vertical section of my improved pack 
age holder and Stretcher. 

Fig. 2 is a vertical Section of the same, taken 
on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1. - 

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of another form of 
my improved holder. 

Fig. 4 is a vertical Section of the Same, showing 
the means for operating the cover. 

Fig. 5 is a vertical Section of another form of 
my improved holder wherein the top is slidably 
mounted, 

Fig. 6 is a vertical Section of the Same, taken 
on the line 6-6 of Fig. 5. 
In that practical embodiment of my invention 

which I have illustrated by Way of example, a 
Suitable frame is provided With a discharge open 
ing, and a cover for the opening, and includes 
depending legs which may be inserted in between 
the outer Wrapper and the inner Wrapper of a 
cigarette package of the usual type. The frame 
may, if desired, be inserted into the interior of 
the entire package, that is, inside of both of the 
paper Wrappers and in contact With the cigarettes. 

Referring now to Figs. 1 and 2 particularly, the 
frame 0 is preferably made of a single piece of 
sheet metal, the front and back 2 being each 
cut away as at 3 to provide legs or projections 
4, adapted to enter the package. Said front 
and back 2 are each preferably of substantially 
the height of the package or slightly less than 
said height, and of Substantially the width of the 
package. Projecting from one of the front or. 
back members is a flexible side Wall 5 integral 
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thereWith at one end thereof as at 6, and of 
slightly less width than the distance between the 
front and back 2, and preferably, of less 
height than the height of the package. Said wall 
5 has the function of a collapsible spring and is 

designed not only to stretch or extend the pack 
age, but also to forward the cigarettes therein 
to discharge position. 
The front and the back 2 are joined to 

gether at their upper ends by the short cover 
plate f which is preferably integral with said 
ends, and partly covers the top of the package 
into which the holder may be inserted. Hinged 
to the upper surface of the cover plate 7 as by 
means of the Spring hinge 8, is the movable 
cover 9 extending over the top of the package 
and part Way Over the COver plate. The end 20 
of Said cover closes the opening 27 of the frame, 
and the edges 2f thereof rest on the top edges 22 
of the front and back, being suitably shaped for 
that purpose, whereby the cover forms a seal for 
the top of the package and effectively closes the 
same. A Suitable Spring latch as 23 may extend 
from One of the sides of the cover and engage 
a. Suitable projection 24 pressed out from the back 
2 for maintaining said cover 20 in place against 
the action of the spring hinge 8. 

For inserting my improved device into a ciga 
rette package, the flexible side wall 5 is first 
collapsed into its vertical position whereupon the 
legs 4 of the front and back 2 may be in 
Serted into the front and back spaces between 
the inner and outer covers 25 and 26 of the pack 
age. At the Same time, the lower end of the 
side Wall 5 is also inserted into the package at 
the side wall thereof, the pressure of the ciga 
rettes therein tending to maintain said wall 5. 
in its vertical position. It will be understood 
that the entire device may be inserted into the 
package between the cigarettes and the inner 
paper cover 25, if desired. 
As the latch 23 is manually released from its 

projection 24, the COver 20 flies open under the 
influence of the Spring hinge 8, and exposes the 
top of the package. Said package may first be 
opened by removing a portion or all of the top. 
end thereof, as desired, to expose the cigarettes 
through the opening 27 when the cover 20 is open. 
As the cigarettes are removed through the 

opening 2, the remaining cigarettes of the pack 
age are pressed towards said opening by the 
Spring action of the Wall 5, so that shaking or 
other manipulation of the package is unnecessary 
to urge the cigarettes into proper position from 
which they may be extracted. It will be seen 56 
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that the front and back 2 stretch and brace 
the package and maintain its against collapse, 
and that the stationary cover 7 aids in attaining 
that effect. 
In that embodiment of my invention which I 

have illustrated in FigS. 3 and 4, I provide an 
auxiliary rim as 30 arranged about the upper 
ends of the front and the back 2 and pro 
jecting thereabove as at 33, said rim having side 
portions 3 and 32 extending between and serving 
to connect said front and back. A manually op 
erable member 34 having a preferably flat top is 
hinged to the upper rim portion 33 as at 35 and 
is normally arranged preferably parallel to and 
in Spaced relation to the Stationary cover member. 

7 for depression toward the stationary member. 
A Suitable pin as 36 is secured to the under side 

of said member 34 and enters a compression 
Spring 37 which tends to raise said member about 
the hinge 35. The horizontally arranged pin 38 
is also secured to the member 34 and is inserted 
into the groove 39 formed by the angle member 
40 which is secured to the Swingable cover mem 
ber 4. Said cover member 4 is pivoted on the 
shaft 45 extending between the depending sides 
46 of said member. 
To open my improved holder so as to expose 

the opening 27 and to allow access to the ciga 
rettes in the package, said package is grasped in 
the hand preferably with the thumb resting on 
the top of the member 34 and with one of the 
fingers of the hand engaging the lower end of 
the package as at 50 directly below the opening 
27. As the thumb exerts manual pressure upon 
the member 34, said member is depressed about 
the hinge 35, carrying With it the angle member 
40 and thereby rotating the cover member 4 
about the shaft 45 in the proper direction to 
open said cover. At the same time, the finger 
Of the user pressing against the bottom 50 forces 
one or more of the cigarettes up through the 
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opening 27 and partly out of the package so that 
the cigarette may be easily extracted. 
On the release of the member 34, the spring 

36 raises said member from its depressed position 
and thereby automatically moves the cover 4 
into position to close the opening 27. The spring 
member 5 is formed similarly to that shown and 
described in connection with Figs. 1 and 2 and 
functions similarly to automatically maintain 
the cigarettes of the package at the opening 2 
and hence need not be further described. No 
latch is necessary for the cover 4 since the spring 
36 serves to maintain said cover in its normal po 
sition until manually moved therefrom by the 
depression of the member 34. 
In the modified form of my device shown in 

Figs. 5 and 6, the front and back walls of the 
frame are Omitted and a pair of Side Walls or legs 
as 5 and 52 are provided, said walls being joined 
by a suitable top wall as 53 integral therewith 
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and provided with a suitable opening as 54 for 
the discharge of the cigarettes in the package. 
The Wall may be slightly upraised or upwardly 
dished to provide depressed edge portions as 
shown in Fig. 6. This form of my frame may also 
be made of a single piece of sheet material Such 
as sheet metal, celluloid or the like. 
The side wall 52 is suitably slit as by means of 

the cuts 55, 56 and 57 to provide a collapsible 
spring member 58 bent in the proper direction 
to stretch the outer package covering 26 out 
wardly and therefore normally extends outside 
of the remainder of the wall 52. Said side wall 
52 is preferably inserted between the inner pack 

age cover 25 and the outer package cover 26 
as well shown in Fig. 5, the other side wall 5 
being shown inserted interiorly of the inner Wall 
25 though, as Will be understood, it may be in 
serted between the walls 25 and 26 in the same 
manner as is the Wall 52. The Spring member is 
automatically collapsed into its vertical position 
as the walls or legs 5 and 52 are inserted into the 
package. 

Suitably secured to the top 53 as by means of the 
rivets 85 is the spring holding member 86 which 
is provided With an upstanding portion as 8, to 
which one end as 58 of the tension spring 59 is 
Secured. The other end of said springs as 69 is 
secured to the projection 6 of the sliding cover 
62. Said cover is provided with a dished top 
63, depending sides as 64 and depending ends as 
65 and 66, and is normally maintained by the 
spring 59 in the position indicated in Fig. 5, 
whereby the opening 27 made in the package for 
exposing the tops of the cigarettes therein is 
covered by the cover 62. The depending sides 
64 may terminate in horizontal edge portions in 
serted into the space between the edges of the 
member 86 and the depressed edges of the top 
53 for guiding the cover in its reciprocatory move 
ment. To expose said opening 27, the cover 62 
is drawn to the right, as viewed in Fig. 5 against 
the action of the spring 59, thereby providing ac 
cess to the tops of the cigarettes in the package. 
It Will be seen that the spring member 58 by rea 
Son of its tendency to move outwardly, tensions 
and tends to stretch the package in cooperation 
With the Wall 5, and thereby prevents collapse 
and distortion thereof, and that the tops of the 
cigarettes are normally fully protected while they 
may be readily exposed for easy withdrawal. 
While I have shown and described various em 

bodiments of my invention, I do not Wish to be 
understood as limiting myself to the specific 
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structure shown and described but intend to '- 
claim my invention as broadly as may be per 
mitted by the state of the prior art and the scope 
Cf the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. In a cigarette package holder, spaced de 

pending members adapted to be inserted into a 
cigarette package, said holder being provided 
With an opening at the upper end thereof, mov 
able Spring-pressed means for normally closing 
Said opening, and a collapsible spring member on 
and integral at one end. With said holder for 
exerting pressure on the cigarettes in said pack 
age to urge the cigarettes towards said opening. 

2. In a cigarette package holder, a sheet metal 
frame including a front having a central opening 
therein extending to the bottom thereof and pro 
Viding a pair of spaced legs adapted to be in 
Serted into a cigarette package, a back Similar 
to the front Substantially parallel thereto and 
spaced therefrom, a top integral With and joining 
said front and back and of less length. than the 
width of said front for providing an opening in 
the top of and at one, Side of the frame, a col 
lapsible spring member integral With the front at 
the lower end thereof and movable relatively 
thereto at the remainder thereof, and of less 
height than the frame, for urging the cigarettes 
towards said opening, and a spring-pressed cover 
member removably covering the opening. 

3. In a cigarette package holder, sheet metal 
means having an opening therein for the with 
drawal of cigarettes therethrough and adapted 
to be inserted into a cigarette package for 
bracing the package, and a movable spring mem 
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ber integral with said means and biased to urge 
the cigarettes toward the opening. 
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4. In a cigarette package holder for a package 
having parallel front and back walls and nar 
rower side walls, a frame formed of a single piece 
of sheet metal and including a pair of trans 
versely spaced legs and a similar pair of legs 
spaced laterally from the first-mentioned legs, 
Said first-mentioned legs being adapted to be in 
serted into the cigarette package at the front 
and back walls thereof respectively with the cig 
arettes laterally therebetween, said legs being 
free and independent of each other except at 
their upper ends, and a top integral with and 
joining said legs and of Sufficient length to close 
not less than a third of the top of the frame and 
thereby providing an opening in said top, a cover 
member for the opening removably covering the 
opening, a spring hinge securing the cover mem 
ber to the top and urging said member into open 
position, and means including a latch member 
integral with and projecting from the cover 
member and engageable With a member project 
ing from the frame, for normally maintaining 
said cover member in closed position. 

5. In a cigarette package holder, a frame hav 
ing an opening in the top thereof for the with 
drawal of cigarettes therethrough and adapted 
to be inserted into a cigarette package with, the 
top thereof exposed for bracing the package, a 
spring member integral with said frame and be 
low the top and biased to urge the cigarettes in 
said package toward the opening, a depressible 
member hinged to the top of said frame and ex 
posed for manual operation, a cover member for 
the opening arranged substantially in alignment 
With the depressible member and means for Op 
eratively connecting said cover member to the 
depressible member for removing said cover 
member from the opening on the manual depres 
sion of said depressible member to provide ac 
cess to the cigarettes urged by the spring toward 
the Opening. 

6. In a cigarette package holder, a frame 
adapted to be inserted into a cigarette package 
for bracing said package, a manually operable 
member hinged to the top of said frame and 
having a flat top Surface, a Spring for urging 
said member away from Said frame, a COver 
member for part of said frame adjacent said 
manually operable member and having a flat top 
surface normally lying in the same plane as the 
top surface of the manually operable member to 
form a flat top on the holder, and means for op 

5 eratively connecting the manually operable 
member to the cover member for moving said 
cover member from the frame on the operation 
of the manually operable member, including a 
cooperating element on each of Said members. 

7. In a cigarette package holder, the combina 
tion with a frame having an opening therein 
and adapted to be inserted into the package for 
bracing the package, of a cover member having 
a flat top, means on said frame for pivotally 
supporting said member, a movable Spring 
pressed finger member hinged to the frame and 
having a flat top in normal Coplanar relation to 
the top of the cover member to form a flat top 
surface on the holder, and means for operatively 
connecting the cover member to the finger mem 
ber for removing said cover member from the 
opening on the manual operation of the finger 
member. 

8. In a cigarette package holder, a frame in 
cluding a pair of spaced depending legs adapted 

3 
to be inserted into a cigarette package and hav 
ing a top provided With an Opening therein for 
joining said legs, and a spring integral at one end 
With and extending from one of said legs and 
adapted to exert transverse pressure on the 
package. - - 

9. In a cigarette package holder, a frame hav 
ing a pair of Spaced depending legs adapted to be 
inserted into a cigarette package and having a 
top provided with an opening therein for joining 
said legs, a spring integral at one end with and 
extending from one of said legs and adapted to 
exert OutWard preSSure on One of the Walls of the 
package a cover member normally covering said 
Opening, and a coil spring operatively connected 
to the cover member for automatically moving the 
COver member in a given direction after it has 
been moved in the other direction against the 
action of the spring. 

10. In a cigarette package holder, a sheet metal 
frame having a pair of depending legs adapted 
to be inserted into a cigarette package for braic 
ing the package, and a spring member integral 
at One end thereof With One of the legs and co 
operating with the other of said legs to exert Out 
ward pressure on one of the walls of the package. 

11. In a cigarette package holder, the combina 
tion with a frame having a pair of opposed legs 
having a width substantially equal to the thick 
ness from front to back of the frame, and adapted 
to be inserted into a cigarette package, and a top 
joining said legs, of a slidable cover formed of a 
Single piece of sheet material dished to form a 
flat top section, a pair of Opposed depending 
sides extending below said Section and a pair of 
opposed depending ends extending below said 
Section, said sides being arranged to engage the 
top of said frame and maintained by said top 
against detachment from said frame, said sides 
and the edge portions of said top cooperating to 
guide the cover during its reciprocatory move 
ment. 

12. In a cigarette package holder, the combina 
tion with a frame of a single piece of material 
comprising opposed legs equal in Width to the 
narrower width of the frame and adapted to be 
inserted into a cigarette package, a top integral 
with and joining said legs, and a slidable cover 
of a single piece of sheet material dished up 
Wardly to provide an opposed pair of depending 
sides extending below the central portion of the 
cover and terminating at the lower ends thereof 
in horizontal portions engaging the top portion 
of the frame and further providing a pair of de 
pending ends extending below the central portion 
Of the cover, said sides by engaging the top por 
tion of the frame, guiding the cover in its slidable 
movement relatively to the frame to expose the 
top of the package into which the holder is 
inserted. 

13. A cigarette package holder, comprising an 
integrally stamped out sheet metal frame, the 
proper size and shape to embrace and friction 
ally hold a paper cigarette package of Conven 
tional form, said frame having a front and a back 
wall and an end Wall, a flat member connected to 
one of said walls and presenting a section of a 
vertical side wall to said package, said front and 
back walls having cut-out portions of Substantial 
area in the central Zone thereof, a Spring actu 
ated dished cover hinged to the top of said frame 
and arranged to cover approximately the entire 
length of the end of said package, a latch extend 
ing from said cover and being integral therewith 
for latching said cover to the frame, said cover 
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al 
being arranged to be thrown to open position by 
the Spring thereof to expose the package on 
manual pressure tending to move the latch rela 
tively:to the frame for exposing a cigarette for 
:remoyal from the package. 

14. A cigarette package holder comprising a 
U-shaped integral frame, shaped and propor 
tioned to embrace and frictionally hold a cigar 
ette package, said frame having, a pair of side 
Walls and an end wall, a flat spring connected to 
one of said. Walls and serving as a sectional verti 
-cal. Wall for said package, said side walls being 
cut away to provide openings of Substantial area, 
compared with the area of the remainder of the 
walls, a spring actuated dished cover pivotally 
connected to the upper end of said frame and 
adapted to cover the exposed ends of the ciga 
rettes in said package and extending approxi 
mately the full length of the top end of Said frame, 
an integral projection extending from said cover 
and forming a latch for latching said cover to 
said holder against the tension of the spring, 
said cover adapted to be released by manual pres 
sure applied to the side wall engaged by said 
latch for exposing the cigarettes for removal from 
Said package. 

15. A cigarette package holder comprising a 
sheet metal, structure including an end Wall and 
two pairs of substantially similarly shaped legs 
integrally connected with each other and with 
Said end Wall, a flat member connected to one 
of said legs and presenting a vertical side wall 
portion for said structure, said structure hav 
ing the proper size and shape to embrace and 
frictionally hold a conventional paper cigarette 
package, a spring actuated dished COver pivot 
ally mounted on the top of said structure and 
arranged normally to cover approximately the 
entire top of said package, a projection integrally 
(connected to said cover for latching the same 
to said structure and adapted to be yieldingly 
interlocked with the same by the reaction pres 
State exerted by said structure upon the latch, 
and said cover adapted to be thrown into open 
position to expose the package by applying man 
ual pressure to said structure in a direction oppo 
site;to said reaction pressure. 

16. A cigarette package holder comprising a 
frame of a single piece of sheet metal in the 
shapes of a rectangular prism and adapted to be 
held frictionally in engagement With a paper 
cigarette package, said frame having a trans 
Versely extending front and a transversely ex 
tending back wall spaced apart laterally and each 
having cut-out portions of substantial area, in 

2,030,990 
the central zone thereof, a top plate integrally 
connecting said Walls at the upper ends thereof, 
Said plate serving as a top cover for the frame 
and being equal in length to a minor fraction of 
the width:of the frame to provide an opening in 
the remainder of the top of the frame, a spring 
actuated dished cover hinged to Said plate to 
Swing on a horizontal axis and provided with 
depending sides and a depending end, and adapt 
ed to cover said opening, the depending sides of 
said cover being substantially flush with the side 
faces of the walls of said frame when said cover 
is in its closed position, a latch member on and 
integral with the cover and adapted to engage 
the frame for locking said cover to the frame, 
Said cover being opened by said spring upon the 
release of said latch from its locking engagement 
With Said frame to expose the opening. 

17. A cigarette package holder comprising a 
One-piece sheet metal frame adapted to be fric 
tionally held to a paper cigarette package, said 
frame having a front wall and a back wall spaced 
laterally from the front wall, each having cut 
Out portions in the central zone thereof to form 
a pair of legs thereon, a comparatively short top 
Wall formining an integral part of said frame and 
partially covering the end of the package, a flex 
ible element associated with said holder, said ele 
ment being adapted to penetrate the paper pack 
age into contact with the cigarettes for maintain 
ing the same in upright position in the package, 
a cover having depending sides hinged to the top 
plate of the holder and being in latching engage 
ment with Said frame, the depending sides of 
said cover being flush with the face walls of the 
frame when said holder is in closed position, a 
Spring urging the COver to open position, and 
manually actuated means to release the cover to 
be swung by said spring to expose the cigarettes. 

18. A device adapted to hold a package of cig 
arettes comprising a frame provided with a front 
Wall, a back Wall, and a top Wall, Said Walls being 
integrally connected with each other, the front 
and back Walls being spaced apart laterally and 
each having a cut-out portion in the central Zone 
thereof to form a pair of transversely spaced legs, 
said top wall partially covering one end of the 
package, a dish-shaped cover plate hinged to said 
top wall and adapted to cover the major length 
of the end of the package, a movable plate aSSO 
ciated with said device, said plate adapted to be 
inserted in the package and having frictional 
contact with the cigarettes of the package, and 
means to latch said cover to said frame. 

JOHN HOLTZMAN. 
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