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To all, whom it nway conce77. 
Be it known that I, CHARLES WILLSIE; a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Wel 
lington, in the county of Sumner and State of 
Kansas, have invented certain new and use 
Supports, of which the following is a specifi 
cation, reference being had therein to the ac Companying drawings. 
My invention relates to wire stretchers and 

Supports for barb-wire; and it consists in the 
construction and arrangement of the parts 
which will be hereinafter more fully described and pointed out. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

simple, strong, and cheap devices to stretch 
the wires, and thereafter support them in po 
sition on the post. 

In the drawings similar letters of reference 
indicate like parts. - 

Figure 1 shows my invention as applied to 
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the Wire 

support. Fig. 3 is a plan view of my wire 
stretching device. Fig. 4 is a side elevation 
of the same. 
The Wire-stretcher consists of a U or clevis 

shaped device, preferably made of iron, the 
arms of which are enlarged at their ends, and 
provided with openings or bearings to receive 
a shaft or pin. This device may be of any 
required length and breadth necessary to fit 
the post upon which it is to be used. The 
shaft or pin passing through the openings of 
the enlarged ends of its arms is preferably 
made round in that part between the arms, 
and rectangular or octagonal on its ends, to 
receive a crank to turn the same. On one 
end of this shaft a ratchet is placed of ordi 
nary construction, to engage with a pawl piv 
oted to one arm of the U or clevis shaped de 
vice. This ratchet and pawl prevent the 
shaft from turning back when the wire is be 
ing stretched thereby. A crank of ordinary 
construction may be used to rotate this shaft. 
The support to the wires is also a U or sta 
ple shaped device, as shown in Fig. 2, hav 
ing an elliptical opening to permit the ready 
passage of the barbed wire through it. This 
support may either be attached to the side of 
the post, as shown, or be driven into it. It 
is beveled on both sides in the elliptical open 
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ing, the more readily to permit the wire to pass through it. 
In Fig. 3 the stretching device is shown, in 

which C C are the arms, having enlarged ends 
with openings or bearings c' c'. 
D is the shaft or pin, passing through said 

openings, having rectangular ends d d. 
d is a hole in said pin, through which the 

wire is passed before stretching to fasten it. 
fis the ratchet, rigidly attached to one end 

of said shaft. 
s f' is the pawl, pivoted to one arm of the U 
shaped device, to engage with said ratchet. 

. In Fig. 2, B B represent the arms of the 
supporting device, having enlarged ends b b, 
opening B", with beveled edges bibi, fastened 
to the posts with staples b” b°. 
In Fig. 1 I have shown my stretching and 

supporting devices as applied to a fence, in 
which C C C represent the stretchers and B 
B B the supports. 
A is the corner-post, to which the stretch 

ers are applied, and A ain intermediate post 
to which the supports are fastened. . 

act at are barbed wires attached to the stretch 75 

ing devices, and passing through the openings 
in the Supporting-staples. 
The operation of my invention is as follows: 

The barbed wires having been fastened to a 
post at any given distance from the corner 
post on which the stretching devices are 
placed, and strung from Said post to said cor 
ner-post, the ends of the wires are passed 
through holed in shaft D, which shaft is then 
revolved by crank Euntil the wire is straight 
ened. The Wires are then placed in proper 
elevation on the intermediate posts, and the 
supports applied. The crankEis then turned 
until the wire is sufficiently tightened. 
The stretchers may be put on each corner 

post, and the two ends of the wire attached to 
the same or only at one end, at the option of 
the user. 

If from any cause the wires become loosened, 
they may be readily tightened in the manner 
above described. 
The clevis and staple shaped parts of the 

stretching and Supporting devices I prefer to 
make of cast-iron and in one piece; but they 
may be made of Wrought-iron, if desired. 
I deem it important that the clevis of the 
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