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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE MAY PHELPs, 

of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State 
of New York, have invented or discovered a 
new and useful Improvement in Telephone 
Cases, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
Telephone cases, handles, or holders are 

usually made of metal, wood, or hard rubber, 
all of which substances are objectionable on 
account of their liability to fracture, or from 
their expansion and contraction when exposed 
to moisture or variations in temperature, such 
expansion and contraction tending to derange 
the adjustment and working capacity of the 
apparatus. w 
The object of my invention is to obviate 

these objections and to secure a non-expansi 
ble, tough, and durable case or holder for tele 
phones. w 

I have found a useful composition of matter 
for such purposes to consist of gum-shellac 
and some silicate of magnesia, such as asbes 
tus, soap stone, or similar substance. I pre 
fer to use equal parts of shellac and asbestus, 
the latter being ground to flour and mixed 
with melted shellac, or shellac dissolved in al 
cohol, and then pressed in suitable molds in 
a well-known way and allowed to cool. 

Any desired color may be imparted to the 
composition by the use of a suitable pigment. 
I prefer to use lamp-black mixed with the com 
position before putting it in the mold. 

It is obvious that the proportions herein 
given may be varied within certain limits with 
out departing from the spirit of my invention. 
I thus secure a tough, hard, and durable tele 
phone case, resembling hard rubber in appear 
ance, but much cheaper in cost, and not liable, 
like hard rubber, to expand and contract under varying temperatures. 
The accompanying drawing represents a sec 

tional view through a well-known form of tele 
phone-casing constructed according to my in 
Vention. 
I claim as of my own invention 
The hereinbefore-described improved tele 

phone case or holder composed of shellac and 
asbestus or other suitable silicate. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub 

scribed my name. 

G. M. PHELPS, 

Witnesses: 
FRANKL. PoPE, 
WM. ARNOUX. 

  


