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To avill av hvo7}, it anvay corceFºrm: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM ALFRED GAY, 

of Corry, in the county of Erie and State of 
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use 
ful Improvement in Bill-Files, of which the 
following is a full, clear, and exact description, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming part of this specification, in 
which— 

Figure 1 is a top view of my improved bill 
file. Fig.2 is a bottom plan view of the same, 
showing the manner of fastening the springs. 
Fig. 3 is a top plan view of a modification of 
my device, and Fig. 4 is a similar view of a 
Second modification intended for use as a 
newspaper-scrap holder. 
My invention relates to that class of bill 

files in which a torsion-spring is employed to 
hold the papers firmly to the face of the file; 
and it consists in improved means for fasten 
ing these Springs, as well as in their arrange 
ment with relation i to each other and to the 
body of the file. 

In the drawings, in which like symbols of 
reference indicate similar parts, 2 indicates 
the body of the file, composed of wood or other 
Suitable material, and 3 the springs, which 
consist of wires each of which crosses the face 
of the file, while its two end portions are ex 
tended past each other nearly across the back 
of the file and are bent at their tips into lugs 
extending at an angle to the end portions. 
These wires are held in place by staples driven 
into the back of the file and inclosing the two 
adjacent end portions, the lugs upon the wires 
being forced into the material forming the 
body of the file, and the staples, if of sufficient 
length, being clinched upon the face portion 
of the file. 

In the form of Fig. 3 a connecting-piece 4 
is provided, having its ends bent around the 
wires 3, so that on lifting one wire the other 
rises simultaneously therewith. This con 
necting-piece may be made of metal, wood, or 
other suitable material, and may be in the 
form of a tablet, a mirror, a reference-page, 
or may be simply of an ornamental character. 

In the form of Fig. 4 a single wire is used 
and the body of the file shortened, a staple 5 
being provided for hanging this holder in any 
convenient location. This Staple may be use 
upon any of the forms shown. 

The advantages of my construction are ob 
vious. By extending the wires nearly across 
the back of the file a longitudinal Spring is 
obtained, so that there is no danger of per 
manently bending the wire and renderingit 
useless when raised from the face of the file 
for the insertion of the papers. The angled 
lugs form a firm base orbearing for the spring 
action, while the staples hold the wires in 
place, allowing them to twist therein. 
The parts are simple and few in number', 

making a cheap and efficient file. 
Many variations in the form of the parts, 

the materialused, the fasteners employed, &c., 
may be made without departing from my in 
vention. 
What I claim is— 
1. A bill-file comprising a file-body, a wire 

spring crossing the face of the body and hav 
ing its ends extended past each other upon 
the back of the file, and staples inclosing Such 
end portions, substantially as and for the pur 
poses described. 

2. A bil-file comprising a file-body, a wire 
spring crossing the face of the file-body and 
having its ends extended past each other 
upon the back of the body, such ends having 
angled lugs thereon and being fastened to the 
file-body, substantially as and for the pur 
poses described. 

3. A bill-file comprising a file - body and 
wire springs upon the face thereof, the arms 
of such springs extending in the same direc 
tion, substantially as and for the purposes 
described. 

4. A bill-file comprising a file-body, wire 
springs crossing the face thereof, and a con 
necting - piece joining the springs, substan 
tially as and for the purposes described. 

5. A bil-file comprising a file-body, a wire 
spring crossing its face, and a hanger attached 
to one end thereof, substantially as and for. 
the purposes described. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand this 25th day of July, A. D. 1891. 

WWM. AILFRED GAY. 

Witnesses: 
L. W. GAY, 
A. F. BOLE. 
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