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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR
PROVIDING MODULAR CAMOUFLAGE

1. Field of the Invention

The present disclosure relates to modular camouflage outfit accessories and
more particularly pertains to systems and methods for retaining camouflage material
on a user’s clothing, apparel and/or person.

2. Background and Related Art

Camouflage techniques are currently available for hunting. For example,
camouflage clothing has been designed with different forms of patterns and colors for
use in specific geographical areas. While such patterns have been available, none
have been able to perfectly match every background environment. Thus, while a
specific camouflage pattern material might function in general better than no
camouflage pattern material at all, an alert animal can still quite easily visually detect
a human outline.

Thus, while techniques currently exist that are used to provide camouflage,
challenges still exist. Accordingly, it would be an improvement in the art to augment
or even replace current techniques with other techniques.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present disclosure relates to modular camouflage outfit accessories and

more particularly pertains to systems and methods for retaining camouflage material
on a user’s clothing, apparel and/or person.

At least some implementations of the present invention take place in
association with a modular camouflage system that includes plurality of individual
retention devices. The retention devices are generally attached to the user’s clothing,
apparel, and/or person, by one or more coupling mechanisms. For example, in some
implementations, the retention device is attached to the clothing of the user via a tack
and clasp system, mating magnets, Velcro® and/or a system of straps and/or
elastomeric banding.

In some implementations, the retention devices are positioned on the user’s
clothing, apparel, and/or person, as well as the user’s equipment. The retention
devices may also be positioned on an animal or vehicle of the user. The user may
insert camouflage material into the retention device to further conceal the user and the
user’s equipment. The camouflage material may include both natural and artificial

foliage as selected by the user. For example, the camouflage material may include
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natural foliage as selected by the user from the surroundings of the user, such as
branches, twigs, grasses, leaves, and bracts.

The retention device further includes at least one retaining mechanism. The
retaining mechanism generally includes an elastomeric band or strapping including a
band of rubber or elastic fabric. In some implementations, the retention device
includes coloring and markings to match the camouflage material of the system. The
retaining mechanism is attached to the coupling mechanisms. As such, the user may
attach the retaining mechanism to the user’s clothing and person by attaching the
coupling mechanisms to the clothing and person of the user. The coupling
mechanisms are attached to the user’s clothing and person such that a tension is
formed across the retaining mechanism. As such, a user may outwardly bias the
retaining mechanism of the retention device and provide a gap between the retaining
mechanism and the clothing, or person, of the user. The user may then insert the
camouflage material into the gap, thereafter releasing the outwardly biased retaining
mechanism. The retaining mechanism then returns to an unbiased position whereby
the tension of the retaining mechanism immobilized the camouflage material between
the retaining mechanism and the clothing, apparel, or person, of the user.

Where the user desired to attach the retention device to a flimsy or structurally
weak piece of clothing, the retention device may further comprise a backing plate.
The backing plate includes a rigid or semi-rigid material that may provide a tension
across the retaining mechanism of the device. The retaining mechanism is attached to
the backing plate, in a tensioned state, and the backing plate is then attached to the
user via one or more coupling mechanisms. As so configured, a user may immobilize
camouflage material between the retaining mechanism and the backing plate.
Alternatively, the backing plate may be positioned on the inner surface of the user’s
clothing and the retaining mechanism attached to the backing plate through the user’s
clothing. As such, the user may immobilize the camouflage material between the
retaining mechanism and the user’s clothing, while the backing plate provides a
tension across the retaining mechanism.

The retention device may further comprise multiple retaining mechanisms.
The retention device may also include a modified backing plate to accommodate the
multiple retaining mechanisms. For example, the retaining device may include a
backing plate with an upper and lower support for supporting an upper and lower
retaining mechanism. The upper and lower supports may be coupled to one another

via a linking support. The linking support may also support a third retaining
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mechanism. The multiple retaining mechanisms may be attached to the backing plate
using any method previously described in connection with the other embodiments of
the system.

In some implementations, the backing plate is modified to include a contoured
surface. The contoured surface may be configured to compatibly engage the contours
of the user’s clothing and person. The contoured surface further increased the
immobilization of the retention device by increasing the contact surface between the
retention device and the contoured portion of the user’s clothing or person.

While the methods and processes of the present invention have proven to be
particularly useful in the area of hunting, those skilled in the art can appreciate that
the methods and processes can be used in a variety of different applications for
providing effective camouflage.

These and other features and advantages of the present invention will be set
forth or will become more fully apparent in the description that follows and in the
appended claims. The features and advantages may be realized and obtained by
means of the instruments and combinations particularly pointed out in the appended
claims. Furthermore, the features and advantages of the invention may be learned by
the practice of the invention or will be obvious from the description, as set forth
hereinafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order that the manner in which the above recited and other features and
advantages of the present invention are obtained, a more particular description of the
invention will be rendered by reference to specific embodiments thereof, which are
illustrated in the appended drawings. Understanding that the drawings depict only
typical embodiments of the present invention and are not, therefore, to be considered
as limiting the scope of the invention, the present invention will be described and
explained with additional specificity and detail through the use of the accompanying
drawings in which:

Figure 1 is a front view of a representative embodiment of a modular
camouflage system as displayed on a user;

Figure 2 is a is a top view of a representative embodiment of a modular
camouflage system as displayed on apparel, such as a hat;

Figure 3 is a side view of a representative component of a modular

camouflage system;
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Figure 4 is a side view of a representative component of a modular
camouflage system;

Figure 5 is a side view of a representative component of a modular
camouflage system;

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a representative component of a modular
camouflage system; and

Figure 7 is a perspective view of a representative component of a modular
camouflage system having a contoured surface.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The presently preferred embodiments of the present invention will be best

understood by reference to the drawings, wherein like reference numbers indicate
identical or functionally similar elements. It will be readily understood that the
components of the present invention, as generally described and illustrated in the
figures herein, could be arranged and designed in a wide variety of different
configurations. Thus, the following more detailed description, as represented in the
figures, is not intended to limit the scope of the invention as claimed, but is merely
representative of presently preferred embodiments of the invention.

As provided herein, the present disclosure relates to modular camouflage
outfit accessories and more particularly pertains to systems and methods for retaining
camouflage material on a user’s clothing, apparel and/or person.

Referring now to Figure 1, a representative view of the modular camouflage
system 10 is shown, as displayed on a user 12. The camouflage system 10 comprises
a plurality of individual retention devices 14. The retention devices 14 are attached to
the user’s person and the user’s clothing 16 by any number of coupling mechanism
20. For example, in one embodiment, the retention device 14 is attached to the
clothing 16 of the user 12 via a tack and clasp system 22. In another embodiment, the
retention device 14 is attached to the clothing 16 of the user 12 via mating magnets 30
or magnetic attraction. In another embodiment, the retention device 14 is attached to
the user 12 via a pair of straps or a length of elastomeric banding. Such embodiments
will be further discussed below.

A user 12 may position the retention devices 14 at strategic locations on the
user’s clothing 12 and person. A strategic location is understood as any position on
the user’s clothing 16 and person where the addition of camouflage material 60 may
provide a benefit to the user 12. A strategic location is further understood as any

position on the user’s clothing 16 and person where the addition of camouflage
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material 60 breaks the natural lines or contours of the person. For example, the
physical structure of the human body, clothing, and accessories, such as hunting and
camping equipment, generally comprise rigid, linear profiles that are not commonly
found in nature. The linear profiles create an outline of the respective object or
person that does not adequately blend with the non-linear profiles of the surrounding
terrain and foliage. 'The linear profiles, therefore, provide a visual indicator of the
person’s presence that is readily detectable by animals or other persons. In some
embodiments of the present invention, a retention device 14 is positioned at a strategic
location such that the provided camouflage material 60 masks the linear profile of the
person or object. As such, the ability of the person or object to blend with the non-
linear profiles of its surroundings is enhanced resulting in improved visual
concealment.

The camouflage material 60 may include any natural or artificial foliage as
selected by the user 12. For example, the camouflage material 60 may include a tree
branch 200 as selected from the surroundings of the user 12. The camouflage
material 60 may also include leaves, grasses, plants, shrubbery, and other natural
foliage selected by the user 12. For example, in some embodiments the user selects
camouflage material 60 from amongst the user’s immediate surroundings. In other
embodiments, the user selects camouflage material 60 from a first surrounding and
then uses the selected camouflage material 60 in a second surrounding. The
camouflage material 60 may also include artificial foliage selected to simulate the
natural foliage of the user’s 12 surroundings.

The user 12 may also position the retention devices 14 on articles other than
the user’s clothing 16 and person. For example, a user 12 may position a retention
device 14 on the user’s weapon or other accessories, such as a backpack or a pair of
binoculars. A user 12 may also position a retention device 14 on an animal, such as a
canine, where the addition of camouflage material 60 assists in concealing the animal.

Referring now to Figures 1 — 3, the retention device 14 generally comprises a
coupling mechanism 20 and at least one retaining mechanism 70. As previously
discussed, the coupling mechanism 20 may include a tack and clasp system 22, a
mating magnets system 30, or a system of straps and/or elastomeric banding 40.
Additional coupling mechanism 20 may include a Velcro® system, a button and hook
system, a lacing system, and any other system appropriate to attach the retention
device 14 to the user’s clothing 16 and person. The retaining mechanism 70 may

include an elastomeric band or strapping sufficient to retain desired camouflage
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material 60. The elastomeric band or strapping may include a band of rubber, or may
include a fabric made of yarns containing an elastic material. The retaining
mechanism 70 may also comprise designs and coloring to aid in concealing the
retention device 14. For example, the retaining mechanism 70 may be colored and
designed to match the desired camouflage material 60. The retaining mechanism 70
may further comprise any desired length 72. In one embodiment, the retaining
mechanism 70 comprises a length 72 of about 3.2 mm. In another embodiment, the
retaining mechanism 70 comprises a length 72 of about 130 mm, although any length
may be successfully used within the scope of this invention.

At least one coupling mechanism 20 is needed to attach the retention device
14 to the clothing 16 or person of the user 12. In a preferred embodiment, at least two
coupling mechanisms 20 are employed in attaching the retaining device 14 to the
clothing 16, or person of the user 12. A first coupling mechanism 24 is positioned at
a first end 74 of the retaining mechanism 70. As illustrated, where the coupling
mechanism 20 is a tack and clasp system 22, the tack 80 of the first coupling
mechanism 24 is driven through the material of the retaining mechanism 70 near the
first end 74 of the retaining mechanism 70. The user 12 may desire to permanently
couple the tack 80 to the retaining mechanism 70 by applying an adhesive or an epoxy
to the mating surface 86 between the head 86 of the tack 80 and the outer surface 100
of the retaining mechanism 70.

Following placement of the tack 80 in the retaining mechanism 70, the tack 80
is further driven through the clothing 16 of the user 12 such that the tip 84 of the tack
80 extends beyond inner surface 52 of the clothing 16. The user 12 may then secure
the first end 74 of the retaining mechanism 70 to the clothing 16 by capping the tip 84
of the tack 80 with the clasp 82. The clasp 82 is configured to retain the tack 80 via
friction. The outer surface of the tack 80 and the inner surface of the clasp 82 may be
modified to include complementary surfaces or textures so as to increase the force
needed to separate the clasp 82 from the tack 80. The clasp 82 may further comprise
a mechanism for releasing the tack 80 as needed. For example, the clasp 82 may
include a button or surface by which the user 12 may depress to actuate the clasp 82
to release the tack 80.

A second coupling mechanism 26 is positioned at a second end 76 of the
retaining mechanism 70. As illustrated, where the coupling mechanism 20 is a pair of
mating magnets 30, a primary magnet 32 is first coupled to the second end 76 of the

retaining mechanism 70. The primary magnet 32 may comprise any magnetic
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material of sufficient strength to immobilize the retention device 14 on the clothing 16
or person of the user 12. For example, the magnetic material may comprise rare earth
elements, such as Neodymium. The primary magnet 32 may be permanently coupled
to the retaining mechanism 70 by applying an adhesive or an epoxy to the interface 36
between the primary magnet 32 and the inner surface 102 of the retaining mechanism
70. Alternatively, the user 12 may position the primary magnet 32 on the outer
surface 100 of the retaining mechanism 70. As such, a user may further minimize the
gap 110 between the inner surface 102 of the retaining mechanism 70 and the clothing
16 of the user 12.

The second end 76 of the retaining mechanism 70 is affixed to the clothing 16
of the user 12 by placing a secondary magnet 34 on the inner surface 52 of the
clothing 16 at a position opposite of the primary magnet 32. Prior to mating the two
magnets 32, 34, the retaining mechanism 70 should be extended in a proximal
direction 120 so as to place the retaining mechanism 70 under tension. As such, once
the primary 32 and secondary 34 magnets are mated, the first and second coupling
mechanisms 24, 26 immobilize the retaining mechanism 70 in a tensioned state. Once
positioned, the gap 110 of the retention device 14 may be loaded with camouflage
material 60 as desired by the user 12. This may be accomplished by outwardly
biasing the retaining mechanism 70 so as to increase the size of the gap 110. Having
enlarged the size of the gap 110, the user 12 may then insert camouflage material 60
into the gap 110.

The retaining mechanism 70 may further include a textured surface 104
comprising the inner surface of the retaining mechanism 70. The textured surface 104
may include a material to increase the friction coefficient of the inner surface 102 of
the retaining mechanism 70. For example, the textured surface 104 material may
include an abrasive material, an adhesive material, or a rubberized material. The
material may also include a physical variation of the inner surface 102 of the retaining
mechanism 70 so as to create a gripping surface with an increased friction coefficient.

The structural integrity of the clothing 16 will determine the amount of
camouflage material 60 capable of being loaded into the retention device 14. For
example, where the clothing 16 is thin or flimsy, the retaining mechanism 70 will not
be able to be immobilized in a tensioned state. As such, when the user 12 attempts to
insert camouflage material 60 into the gap 110, the retaining mechanism 70 will not
have the required tension to hold the camouflage material 60 as desired. Instead, the

retaining mechanism 70 will bias the thin material of the clothing 16 to a position
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where the retaining mechanism 70 is in a relaxed state. Conversely, where the
clothing is rigid, such as the brim 54 of a cap 50 where the material has been stiffened
by cardboard backing, the retaining mechanism 70 may be extended and immobilized
in a tensioned state. As such, when the user 12 attempts to insert camouflage material
60 into the gap 110, the retaining mechanism 70 will be sufficiently tensioned so as to
allow the user to insert and retain camouflage material 60 within the gap 110.

Referring now to Figures 1 and 4, a user 12 may desire to position a retention
device 14 at a location where the material of the clothing 16 is flimsy or otherwise
lacking structural integrity sufficient to hold the retaining mechanism 70 in a
tensioned state. Therefore, a retention device 114 is provided wherein the retention
device 114 includes a rigid backing plate 116. The backing plate 116 is positioned
between the outer surface 56 of the clothing 16 and the one or more retaining
mechanisms 170. The backing plate 116 is generally rigid and comprises a material
of sufficient structural integrity whereby the one or more retaining mechanisms 170
are immobilized on the backing plate 116 in a tensioned state. The backing plate 116
material may comprise a plastic, a metal, or a composite material.

The one or more retaining mechanisms 170 may be attached to the backing
plate 116 by any known method. For example, the retaining mechanisms 170 may be
coupled to the backing plate 116 via an adhesive or an epoxy, or mechanically with a
tack 80, as illustrated. Alternatively, the retaining mechanism 170 may be coupled to
the backing plate 116 via a rivet 190, a screw, a bolt and nut, via stitching, or another
mechanical method of attachment, such as by Velcro®.

A first and second end 174, 176 of the retaining mechanism 170 is affixed to a
first and second end 130, 132 of the backing plate 116, respectively. The first and
second ends 174, 176 of the retaining mechanism 170 are affixed to the backing plate
116 such that a middle portion 178 of the retaining mechanism 170 is not attached to
the backing plate 116. As such, the user 12 may outwardly bias the retaining
mechanism 170 of the retention device 114 to provide a gap 110 at the interface 180
between the retaining mechanism 170 and the backing plate 116. In this manner, a
user 12 may immobilize camouflage material 60 within the gap 110, similar to the
method described in connection with Figure 3 above.

The retention device 114 may be attached to the clothing 16 of the user 12 by
any of the previously discussed methods. Additionally, where the backing plate 116
comprises a metal material, such as steel, the user 12 may immobilize the retention

device 114 on the clothing 16 of the user via a magnet 34. This may be accomplished
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by mating the magnet 34 to the metal material of the backing plate 116 with the
magnet 34 on the inner surface 52 of the clothing 16. Alternatively, a primary magnet
32 may be embedded within a portion of the backing member 116, where the backing
plate 116 comprises a material incompatible with magnets, or where additional
immobilization of the retention device 114 is desired. An inner surface 134 of the
backing plate 116 may be modified to include a texture or gripping surface to further
immobilize the retention device 114 on the clothing 16 of the user 12.

The one or more retaining mechanisms 170 may include a plurality of
individual retaining mechanisms. For example, the retention device 114 comprises a
primary 140 and a secondary 142 retaining mechanism. The primary retaining
mechanism 140 is attached to the first and second ends 130, 132 of the backing plate
116 as previously described. The secondary retaining mechanism 142 is attached to
the primary retaining mechanism 140 at a first end 144, at a second end 146 and a
middle portion 148 of the primary retaining mechanism 140. As such, the secondary
retaining mechanism 142 is divided into a proximal half 150 and a distal half 152.
Therefore, the user 12 may deposit and retain camouflage material 60 either in the gap
110 between the primary retaining mechanism 140 and the backing plate 116, or
between either of the proximal 150 and distal 152 halves of the secondary retaining
mechanism 142 and the outer surface 160 of the primary retaining mechanism 140.
By providing multiple retaining mechanisms 170, the retention device 114 may
accommodate a wider variety, and greater amount, of camouflage material 60.

Referring now to Figure 5 another embodiment of the retention device 14 is
shown. The retention device 14 may also be combined with an internal backing plate
216. As such, a user 12 may position the retention device 14 on a piece of clothing 16
that is flimsy or otherwise lacking the requisite structural integrity, as previously
discussed. 'The internal backing plate 216 differs from the previously disclosed
backing plate 116 in that the internal backing plate 216 is not directly affixed to the
one or more retaining mechanisms 170. Rather, the primary and secondary retaining
mechanisms 140, 142 are coupled to one another independent of the backing plate
216. For example, the secondary retaining mechanism 142 may be fixed directly to
the first end 144, the second end 146 and the middle portion 148 of the primary
retaining mechanism 140, as previously discussed in connection with Figure 4.
Alternatively, the first and second ends 144, 146 of the primary retaining mechanism
140 may be indirectly attached to the secondary retaining mechanism 142 via a

mechanical connector, such as a tack 80, a rivet 190, or other methods of attachment
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previously discussed. As configured, the user 12 may insert and retain camouflage
material 60 between the primary retaining mechanism 140 and the clothing 16, as well
as between the proximal and distal halves 150, 152 of the secondary retaining
mechanism 142 and the primary retaining mechanism 140, as previously described.

Referring again to Figures 1 and 5, the user 12 may position any number of
retention devices 14 so as to provide sufficient concealment to the user’s person. For
example, a user 12 may position multiple retention devices 14 on the user’s cap or hat
50 to provide sufficient coverage to the user’s head and face. The retention devices
14 may be used individually 16 or in tandem 18. For example, when used
individually 16, the retention device 14 bears the entire burden of retaining the
camouflage material 60. As such, the camouflage material 60 is retained at only one
point and may therefore rotate about the axis of the retention point. While this may
be acceptable for lightweight camouflage material 60, such as leaves and grasses, this
may not be acceptable for heavier camouflage material 60. Where the camouflage
material 60 includes heavier branches and plants the user 12 may prefer to restrict the
rotation of the camouflage material 60. This may be accomplished either by using
individual retention devices 14 in tandem 18 or by using a retention device that
incorporates multiple points of retention.

Referring now to Figures 1 and 6, a third component 214 of the camouflage
system is shown. The retention device 214 comprises multiple points of retention, or
multiple, independent retaining mechanisms 220. In one embodiment the retention
device 214 comprises an upper retaining mechanism 222 and a lower retaining
mechanism 224. As such, the user 12 may position desired camouflage material 60 in
the upper and lower retaining mechanisms 222, 224 to prevent undesirable rotation of
the camouflage material 60. For example, where the camouflage material 60 is a tree
branch 200, the user 12 may retain a first portion 202 of the tree branch 200 with the
upper 222 retaining mechanism and retain a second portion 204 of the tree branch 200
with the lower 224 retaining mechanism. By retaining the tree branch 200 at multiple
retention points 202, 204, the tree branch 200 is prevented from rotating relative to the
retaining mechanism 214.

The retaining mechanism 214 further includes a backing plate 230. The
backing plate 230 comprises a rigid material with properties similar to those of the
previous backing plate 116. However, unlike the previous backing plate 116, the
current backing plate 230 comprises an upper backing support 232 and a lower

backing support 234. Additionally, the backing plate 230 includes a linking support
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286 for coupling the upper backing support 232 to the lower backing support 234. In
a preferred embodiment, the linking support 286 comprises the same material as the
upper and lower backing supports 232, 234, however various materials may be
combined to provide the backing plate 230 of the current device. The backing plate
230 may also include a textured surface 134 to further immobilize the retaining
mechanism 214 on the clothing 16 or person of the user 12, as similarly incorporated
in other embodiments of the camouflage system 10.

The upper and lower backing supports 232, 234 support the upper and lower
retaining mechanisms 222, 224, respectively. The upper and lower retaining
mechanisms 222, 224 are secured to the upper and lower backing supports 232, 234
by any method previously discussed in connection with the other embodiments of the
invention. Additionally, the upper and lower retaining mechanisms 222, 224 may
include additional or secondary retaining mechanisms 142, as described in the
previous embodiments.

The retention device 214 may be attached to the clothing 16 or person of the
user 12 by any previously discussed method, including attachment via a system of
straps or elastomeric banding 40. A first end 42 of the banding 40 may be attached to
a proximal end 236 of the upper and lower 232, 234 backing supports. The first end
42 may be permanently attached via a mechanical fastener, or may be reversibly
attached via a clasping or buckling system. Alternatively, the first end 42 may be
reversibly attached via a Velcro® system. The second end 44 of the banding 40 may
be attached to a distal end 238 of the upper and lower 232, 234 backing supports. The
second end 42 may also be permanently or reversibly attached to the backing support
214, as described above. The banding 40 may further comprise features for adjusting
the length and tension of the banding 40 to provide an adjustable fit for the user 12.
Finally, the banding 40 may include coloring and patterns to simulate the camouflage
material 60 of the system 10.

Referring now to Figure 7, the upper and lower backing supports 232, 234 of
the retention device 214 may be further modified to include a contoured surface 240.
The contoured surfaces 240 may be configured so as to ergonomically fit a curved
surface of the user’s clothing 16 or person. Por example, the contoured surface 240
may be configured to ergonomically fit the contours of the user’s leg or shin 250. As
such, the retention device 214 may compatibly interface with the user’s contours as

well as increase the contact surface with the user’s clothing 16 and person.
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Thus, as discussed herein, the embodiments of the present invention embrace
modular camouflage. In particular, at least some embodiments of the present
invention relate to systems and methods for retaining camouflage material on a user’s
clothing, apparel and/or person.

The present invention may be embodied in other specific forms without
departing from its spirit or essential characteristics. The described embodiments are
to be considered in all respects only as illustrative and not restrictive. The scope of
the invention is, therefore, indicated by the appended claims rather than by the
foregoing description. All changes that come within the meaning and range of
equivalency of the claims are to be embraced within their scope.

What is claimed is:
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1. A device for retaining a camouflage material, comprising:

a retaining mechanism having a first end and a second end;

a first coupling mechanism attached to the first end of the retaining
mechanism, the first coupling mechanism being further attached to an
unconcealed item;

a second coupling mechanism attached to the second end of the
retaining mechanism, the second coupling mechanism being further attached
to the unconcealed item, the attachment of the first and second coupling
mechanisms to the unconcealed item providing a tension across the retaining
mechanism, the tension maintaining a close proximity of the retaining
mechanism to the unconcealed item; and

an expandable gap interposed between the retaining mechanism and
the unconcealed item, wherein the expandable gap is configured to receive and
maintain a desired placement of a camouflage material.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the retaining mechanism comprises a
piece of elastomeric banding.

3. The device of claim 1, wherein the coupling mechanism is at least one
of a tack and clasp system, a pair of mating magnets, a length of elastomeric
banding, a strap, and a hook and loop system.

4, The device of claim 1, wherein the unconcealed item is at least one of
a piece of clothing, a hat, a portion of a user’s body, an animal, an item of
hunting equipment, an item of camping equipment, and a vehicle.

5. The device of claim 1, wherein the camouflage material is selected
from a natural surrounding of a user.

6. The device of claim 1, wherein the camouflage material is artificial.

7. The device of claim 1, further comprising a backing plate interposed
between the retaining mechanism and the unconcealed object, wherein the
backing plate is configured to maintain the tension across the retaining
mechanism.

8. The device of claim 1, further comprising a backing plate maintaining
the tension across the retaining mechanism, wherein the unconcealed object is
interposed between the backing plate and the retaining mechanism.

0. The device of claim 1, wherein the expandable gap comprises a

plurality of expandable gaps.
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10. The device of claim1, further comprising a plurality of stacked
retaining mechanisms, wherein an expandable gap is interposed between
adjacent retaining mechanisms.
11. A method for manufacturing a camouflage retaining device, the
method comprising:

providing a retaining mechanism having a first end and a second end;

attaching a first coupling mechanism to the first end of the retaining
mechanism, the first coupling mechanism being configured to couple the
retaining mechanism to an unconcealed item;

attaching a second coupling mechanism to the second end of the
retaining mechanism, the second coupling mechanism being configure to
couple the retaining mechanism to the unconcealed item;

providing a tension across the retaining mechanism when the retaining
mechanism is coupled to the unconcealed item via the first and second
coupling mechanisms; and

providing an expandable gap interposed between the retaining
mechanism and the unconcealed item when the retaining mechanism is
coupled to the unconcealed item via the first and second coupling
mechanisms, the expandable gap being configured to receive and maintain a
desired placement of a camouflage material.
12. The method of claim 11, wherein the retaining mechanism comprises a
piece of elastomeric banding.
13. The method of claim 11, wherein the coupling mechanism is at least
one of a tack and clasp system, a pair of mating magnets, an elastomeric loop,
a strap, and a hook and loop system.
14. The method of claim 11, wherein the unconcealed item is at least one
of a piece of clothing, a hap, a portion of a user’s body, an animal, an item of
hunting equipment, an item of camping equipment, and a vehicle.
15. The method of claim 11, further comprising providing a backing plate
to maintain the tension across the retaining mechanism, wherein the first and
second ends of the retaining mechanism are coupled to the backing plate, the
backing plate thereby holding the first and second ends of the retaining

mechanism to provide the tension across the retaining mechanism.
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16. The method of claim 11, wherein the expandable gap comprises a
plurality of expandable gaps.

17. The method of claim 11, further comprising providing a plurality of
stacked retaining mechanism, wherein an expandable gap is interposed
between adjacent, stacked retaining mechanisms.

18. A camouflage retaining system, comprising:

a backing plate having a front surface and a back surface, the front
surface being configured to support a camouflage material, and the back
surface being configured to interface with a surface of an item;

a retaining mechanism coupled to the front surface of the backing
plate;

a coupling mechanism attached to the backing plate and securing the
backing plate to the item; and

an expandable gap interposed between the retaining mechanism and
the front surface of the backing plate, wherein the expandable gap is
configured to receive a camouflage material.

19. The system of claim 18, wherein the back surface of the backing plate
further comprises a textured surface to increase a friction coefficient between
the backing plate and the surface of the item.

20. The system of claim 18, wherein the front surface of the backing plate
further comprises a first mounting surface and a second mounting surface, the
first mounting surface having a first retaining mechanism, and the second
mounting surface having a second retaining mechanism, a first expandable gap
being interposed between the first mounting surface and the first retaining
mechanism, and second expandable gap being interposed between the second
mounting surface and the second retaining mechanism, wherein the
camouflage material is retained in a desired position via the first and second
expandable gaps of the first and second mounting surfaces and first and

second retaining mechanisms.
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