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To all whom i may concern:

Be it known that I, Frevericx H. PERRY,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Beverly, county of Essex, State of Massachu-
setts, have invented an Improvement in
Clothes - Pins, of which the following de-
seription, in connection with the accompany-
ing drawing, is a specificaticn, like characters
on the drawing representing like parts.

This invention relates to clothes pins and
especially to clothes pins of the type shown
in my Patent No. 830,819, The clothes pin
illustrated in said patent comprises two legs
which are made of separate pieces of wood
and which are tied together at their head
ends by a binder, said legs being formed with
abutting faces at the head end where the
binder is applied and being reduced in thick-
ness intermediate their ends to give them the
required resiliency, said legs also being
shaped at their free ends to present a line
space. Whilessingle bindersuch asshownin
said patent is sufficient to hold the legs from
spreading apart, yet where the two legs are
held together at one point only, the free ends
thereof are apt to be twisted out of correct
alinement with each other in a direction
parallel to the line space. This might be
prevented by placing two binders on the
head, one above the other or by fastening the
two legs together at two different points, but
such an expedient involves additional ex-
pense. :

It is the object of the present invention to
provide a novel construction of clothes pin
by which the free ends thereof are prevented
from being thrown out of alinement with
each other in the direction of the length of
the line space, and which does not involve
any additional expense in its manufacture.
My preferred way of accomplishing this ob-
ject is by providing means situated between
the abutting faces of the legs which will pre-
vent the undesirable twisting movement of
one leg relative to the other, and one con-
venient way is to make said abutting faces
of such a shape that they will interlock with
each other.

Referring now to the drawings wherein
some -embodiments of my invention. are
shown, Figure 1 is a side view of a clothes
pin embodying the invention; Fig. 2 is an
edge view thereof; Fig. 3 is a top plan view;
Fig. 4 is a side view of a clothes pin showing
a modification; Fig. 5 is a section on the line
g—a, Fig. 4; Fig. 6 is an end view of still
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another form of clothes pin embodying the.

invention; Fig. 7 is a section on the iine y—y,
Fig. 6.

The two legs or pieces of which the clothes
pin is made sre designated by 3 and 4 re-
spectively. Theselegs are shaped to present
abutting faces at the head end of the clothes
pin, are reduced in thickness intermediate
thelr ends as at 5, are provided with the
inwardly-directed stops 6, and are shaped at
their lower ends to present a line space 7.
The two legs are tied together at the head of
the clothes pin by a single fastening means
which may be a binder in the form of a wire
8 that is wrapped tightly around the two
parts, as shown in Figs. 1 to 4, or may be o
binder in the form of a pin or rivet 80 that
passes through the two parts, as seen in Figs.
6 and 7. A clothes pin having the wire
binder 8 is shown in my above-mentioned
patent.

As stated above while a single binder or
fastening means is sufficient to hold the two
parts of the clothes pin together, yet it does
not always prevent the free ends of the legs
from being twisted out of line with each
other in the direction of the length of the
line space 7.
pin in which the two legs will always be main-

‘tained in proper alinement, I propose to

make the abutting faces of the legs 3 and 4
of such shape that they interlock with each
other. This can conveniently be done by
making one abutting face with a groove in
which a tongue on the other abutting face
enters, said tongue and groove running in the
direction of the pin. If a single tongue and
groove are employed, however, the two sides
of the clothes pin will be in the nature of
rights and lefts, that is, a part with a groove
must always be associated with a part with a
tongue. 1n order to make the two legs ex-
actly alike so that there will be no rights and
lefts and so that any leg may be used with
any other leg, I propose to make the tongue
and groove of the shape shown in Fig. 3
wherein the abutting face of each member
has two tongues 9 and two grooves 10.  The
tongues and grooves are so arranged that on
one side of each leg a groove is situated and
on the opposite side a tongue.  Since the two
legs 3 and 4 are exactly similar, any two legs
can be used together and the abutting faces
will always fit each other. The tongues and
grooves run in the direction of the length of
the clothes pin and therefore they prevent

In order to produce a clothes
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the free ends of the clothes pin from being
thrown out of alinement with each other.
While making the abutting faces at the
upper ends of the clothes pin of such a shape
that they are intertocked with 'each other is
usually sufficient to hold the two legsin aline-
ment, yet I may if desired make the meeting
faces of the stops 6 so that they will interlock
with each other as shown in Tigs. 4 and 5

wherein each of the stops is provided with

grooves 10 in which tongues or ribs 9 on the
other part are received. I propose also to
make these tongues and grooves so that the
arrangement of tongues and grooves on each
leg is exactly like that on the other leg, as
shown in Fig.-5. Where the abutting faces
of the stops 6 are made to interlock as above
déscribed; an additional means is-afforded
for preventing the free ends of the legs from
being ‘thrown out .of alinement with each
other.  Tn-lieu of the tongue-and-groove ar-
rangement shown in Figs. 1 to 5, I may make

“each of the abutting faces with a groove 12

arranged to aline with the groove in the op-
posite abutting face so that a locking strip 13
may be inserted into the alined grooves, as
shown in Fig. 6.  This construction also has

. the advantage that the two parts of the two
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legs are exactly alike and in assembling the
clothes pin it is not necessary to select rights
and lefts.

I have not shown herein all embodiments
of my invention but the illustrations are suffi-
cient to disclose the principle of the inven-
tion. » '

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent ig=—

1. A clothes pin having two legs provided
at their upper ends with abutting faces and
shaped at their free ends to present a line
space, and means to secure the two legs to-
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gether at the head of the clothes pin with the
abutting faces in alinement, said abutting
faces being shaped to interlock with each
other. .
2. A clothes pin having two legs provided
at their upper ends with abutting faces and
shaped at their free ends to present a line
space, and means to secure the two legs to-
gether at the head of the clothes pin with the

“abutting faces in alinement, one of the abut-

ting faces being provided with a longitudi-
nally-extending groove to receive a tongue
extending from the other abutting face.

3. A clothes pin having two legs provided

at their upper ends with abutting faces and
shaped at their free ends to present a line

space, and means to secure the two legs to-

gether at the head of the clothes pin with the
abutting faces in alinement, said abutting
faces having similarly-placed longitudinally-
extending tongues and grooves, the tongues
on one face fitting the grooves on the other
face. ‘
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4. A clothes pin comprising two legs pre- -

vided at their upper ends with abutting
faces, said legs being reduced in thickness
between their ends and provided with in-

‘wardly-extending stops and shaped at their
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lower ends to form a line space, and a binder -

tying together the legs at the head of the
clothes pin, the abutting faces of the two
legs being shaped to interlock and the meet-
ing faces of the stops being also shaped to in-
terlock with each other. ‘

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
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name to this specification, in the presence of

two subscribing witnesses.
FREDERICK H. PERRY.

-Witnesses: »
Louis C. Smrrm,
FrEDERICK S. GREENLEATY.




