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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CYRUSA. WERDEN,
of Waukegan, Lake county, Illinois, have in
vented a new and useful Portable, Self-Sus
taining, Folding, Sewing, and Cutting Stand,
for supporting Work during cutting out and
sewing; and that the following is a full, clear,
and exact description and specification of the
Sale.
The object of my invention is to produce a
folding, sewing, and cutting stand for sup
porting cloth during cutting and sewing, which
is self-sustaining while in use, and which occu
pies, practically, no more Space than ordinary
lap-boards when not in use, so that it may be
readily carried about and set away.
In order that my invention may be fully un
derstood, I have represented in the accompa
nying drawing, and will proceed to describe,
a folding, sewing, and cutting stand embody
ing my invention in the best form at present

devised by me.
Figure 1 represents a plan of the reversed
side of the folding, sewing, and cutting stand
when folded up for setting away. Fig. 2 rep
resents a longitudinal central section of the
same when set up for use. Fig. 3 represents
a cross-section of the same at the line at a of
Fig. 2.

The top of the implement thus represented
is a lap-board, A, of the usual form, being con
cave at the edge b which is nearest the body
of the user. Its upper side is a plane surface.
To its under side battens c care secured in the
ordinary way; and to these battens are at
tached X-formed or crossed legs D by means
of hinges e, which allow the said legs to be
folded against the under side of the lap-board
and upon each other, as represented in Fig. 1.
These legs are made of X-form, so as to form
a braced support for the lap-board transverse

ly of its length; and when they are set up
erect they are braced longitudinally of the
board by the hinged braces EE, each of which
is pivoted, by one of its ends, to a block, g,
secured to the central part of the board, while
its otherend is arranged to engage with a sock
et-plate, n, which is made fast in the crotch of
the crossed legs D D. These hinged braces,
when in use, are held in place by hooks h,
which then connect the braces and legs to
gether, thus preventing the end of the brace
located in the crotch of the legs from slipping
out as the lap-board is being moved about.
From the above description and drawings,
it appears that when the lap-board is to be
used it may be supported upon its legs inde
pendently of the knees of the user, so that the
lap-board is then self-sustaining, and is per
fectly firm, as its legs are braced both longi
tudinally and transversely of the board. On
the other hand, when the lap-board is to be
carried about or set away, the braces may be
unhooked, and they and the legs may be folded
flat against its under side, so that it may then
be conveniently carried about, and that it may
be put away on edge without occupying prac
tically more space than any ordinary lap
board which has not any sustaining capacity.
I claim as my invention
The folding, sewing, and cutting stand, sub
stantially as before described, consisting of
the combination of the lap-board, the crossed
folding legs hinged to said lap-board, and the
hinged braces.
Witness my hand this 10th day of February,
A. D. 1874.

CYRUS A, WERDEN.

Witnesses:

J.B. Row
BULLOCK,
A. COMAN.
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