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1 Claim. (C. 312-246) 

This invention-relates to a holder for a telephone direc 
tory or other such books and has for an object providing, 
a device for the storage of such books, during those inter 
vals. when such books are not being consulted for the 
information they contain. 

It is generally true that in a great many, offices, shops, 20 
and even in homes, what to do with the telephone, direc 
tory after one has consulted it for the desired informat. 
tion, presents a problem. Generally the book is lodged 
on a nearby table, desk..or shelf, in fact tossed or thrown. 
there in many. instances, where it gets. buffeted about 25 
through the normal use of other objects that occupy such. 
tables, desks or shelves. As a result, the paper back. 
Soon begins to curl and becomes torn, the leaves of the 
book for a very considerable depth inwards from both 
front, and back. covers likewise curl and become torn, 
and in a very great many instances large sections in both, 
the front and rear. of the book take on a "cauliflower'. 
appearance. It thus. becomes almost an endless, task for, 
one wishing to get information. from these, sections of 
the book, to 'straighten out the leaves sufficiently to finds 
a desired page, and even when the page is found it fres. 
quently results ...that the information one desires, has been 
worn or torn away. 

It is an object of this invention to provide...a holder, 
for telephone directories which can be conveniently, posi 
tioned in close proximity to the telephone, thus eliminate. 
ing the necessity of lodging the book among other objects, 
on nearby desks, tables or shelves. - 

It is another object of the invention to provide a holder, 
that will-preserve the book and thus eliminate the danger, 
of its becoming so damaged that many of the pages...be. 
come useless. is 

Another object is to provide a holder that is adjustable. 
so that it can be accommodated to telephone directories. 
that are extremely thick, or to those that are relatively 
thin. . . . . . . . 

Still another object is to provide a holder which, even 
though made according to a single pattern, i. e., without 
being in one form for a right handed position and in an 
opposite form for a lefthanded position, may be operated 
when secured either to the left side or the right side of 
a desk, and either to the top or the bottom of a shelf. 

These and other objects and advantages. of my invent 
tion will be apparent from the following description and 
accompanying drawings in which: 

Fig. 1- is an elevational view, in perspective, of one 
side of my holder, 

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view on line. 2-2 of Fig.1; 
and 

Fig. 3. is... an elevational view. in perspective of the 
opposite side-of-the, holder.from that shown in, Fig. 1 
and with the plate which forms the outers 
device-moved outwardly from its normal pos 

Referring now...to...the drawings, plates 14; and 12, form 
the two. sides of an open-ended outer.com the 
top, the bottom, and the closed (rear), end-of ...iii, 
compartment being formed by the overlapping of flanges 
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carried at right angles to the face of, and on each of 
three edges of said plates, said open-ended outer com 
partment having an inside width slightly in excess of the 
thickness of a telephone directory or other book, or 
similar object to be held, and an inside height and depth 
slightly in excess of the height and depth respectively of 
said book. Thus plate 2 is provided with bottom flange 
i3; top flange 4 and rear flange a5. (Figs. 2 and 3 best 
show said rear flange), and plate 2 is correspondingly 
provided with bottom flange 16, top flange 17 and rear. 
flange. 18. The overlapping flanges are in slidably ad 
justable contact with each other and are held in rigid 
relationship to each other by the following means: At 
desired intervals in one of a pair of overlapping flanges. 
a slot is, provided which is in slidable engagement with 
a screw, which is threaded into the other of said pair of 
flanges, and when the heads of the screws are tightened 
against the walls of their engaging slots, the flanges, are 
held rigid against each other. One such slot 19 is shown 
in, top. flange. 17 of plate 12, which said slot coacts slid 
ably, with, screw 20. The screw 20, is shown in Fig. 1. 
in threaded engagement in top flange 14 of plate 11, 
while in Fig. 3, the screw 20 is shown in suspended posi 
tion to indicate its relative functions with reference to 
slot.19 and the threaded hole 21 in flange 14. Similar 

Warrangements are provided in the coacting 
bottom flanges. 16. and 13. and coacting rear flanges. 18, 
and 15 (shown in the cross-section, Fig. 2). The lengths 
of-screws, 20-should be. Such that when in place they will 
not protrude, beyond the inner surface of the inner over 
lapping flanges into which they are screwed. By means. 
of this slot and screw arrangement, the distance between 
plates. 2 and a may be varied, and thus the width of 
the outer, compartment may be increased or decreased 
as, desired. If desired a reinforcing member 22, such, 
as a small plate, may be suitably secured to the flat-sur 
face of flange. 7 so that slot 19 may extend through both 
the plate. 17 and reinforcing member 22. Correspond 
ingly a reinforcing member. 23, such as a flat plate or 
strap, may be secured to the flange. 14.so that threaded 
hole 21 extends through both the reinforcing member 23 
and flange i4, as shown in Fig. 3. These reinforcing. 
members 22; and 23 are particularly advantageous when 
material comprising the flange is a very thin metal or. 
a plastic material. A still further advantage may be. 
had through, the use of the reinforcing members. 22, and 
23; the upper flange may be cut away in the vicinity, where 
the slot. 19 occurs, as shown at 24 (Fig. 1), so as to pro 
vide a groove into which the reinforcing member 23 fits 
when the plates. 12 and ii are moved closer together, or, 
farther apart. Thus, the reinforcing member 23, moving 
into and in the groove at 24, serves to guide the plate 12 
and its three attached flanges into proper position, with 
respect, to plate 1 and its three flanges, particularly when 
similar. grooves and guiding members are provided on 
the bottom and rear flanges comprising this outer com 
partment. This is particularly advantageous when the 
outer compartment, is disassembled, as in Fig. 3, and it. 
is desired to fit the two pieces together to form, the com 
partment. When the groove 24 is provided for the 
guiding member 23, by cutting away a certain portion of 
flange 17 the reinforcing plate 22 would then carry the 
slot 9. In the overlapping arrangement as shown in 
the drawings the flanges 6, 17 and 18, carried by plate 
12, are positioned outermost with respect to the corre 
sponding flanges 13, 14 and 15 of plate 11; but if desired, 
the relative positions of the two sets of flanges may be. 
reversed. In either case the area of the plate which 
carries the outermost flanges is made enough greater than 
that of the other plate that the flanges of the one plate 
will be in slidable and overlapping, contact with th 
flanges, of the other plate. When a greater adjustability 
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of the distance between plates 1 and 12, i. e., in the 
width of the said outer compartment, is desired the 
flanges 6, 17 and 18 may be made wider than as shown 
in the drawings. This will permit the slots 19 to be made 
longer, Suitable increase in the length of the reinforcing 
member 22 being made at the same time. When the 
width of the outer compartment is adjusted to a suitable 
dimension, plates it and 32 are made secure and rigid 
with respect to each other by tightening the screws 20 
in their threaded engagement in the corresponding flanges 
of plate 11, and/or reinforcing members 23, thus form 
ing a rigid outer compartment. If desired, this outer 
compartment may be strengthened by stiffening members 
Suitably secured at different corners, such as the stiffening 
strap 25 positioned at the three edges of plate 12 along 
flanges 17, 18 and 16 and by the angle straps 26 posi 
tioned at the edges of plate 11 and secured to both the 
plate 11 and its adjacent flanges; or, when made of plas 
tic the plates and flanges may be made thicker at suitable 
corners and elsewhere to give the desired strength. 
An open-ended inner compartment, having side walls 

27 and 28 (best seen in Fig. 3) which are provided with 
bottom flanges 29 and 39, respectively, and having its 
open end facing in the same direction as the open end 
of the outer compartment, is slidably mounted within said 
outer compartment. The bottom flange 13 of plate 11 
of the outer compartment and the flange 30 of plate 28 
are preferably made wide enough that for all adjustments 
in the width of both outer and inner compartments the 
flanges 29 and 30 are always in slidable engagement with 
said bottom flange 13, said flanges 29 and 30 therefore 
preferably not being in overlapping relationship to each 
other. Likewise side walls 27 and 28 of said inner com 
partment carry top flanges 3 and 32 (Fig. 1) which are 
in slidable engagement with top flange 4 of plate 11, 
the said top flanges 31 and 32 preferably not being in 
overlapping arrangement with each other and the widths 
of flanges 32 and 14 being such that for all adjustments 
in width of both the outer and inner compartments the 
flanges 31 and 32 are in slidable engagement with top 
flange 4. The rear edges of side walls 27 and 28 are 
provided with flanges 33 and 34 (Fig. 2) respectively. 
These flanges overlap each other to form a closure for 
the rear end of the inner compartment. They are secured 
together by screw 35 threaded into flange 34, a slot 36 
which co-acts with the shank of screw 35 being provided 
in the other flange, 33, in order to permit adjustment of 
the width of the inner compartment so that its side walls 
27 and 28 may be brought into working slidable relation 
ship to plates 11 and 12 of the outer compartment as 
the width of the latter is adjusted to different dimensions. 
If desired, more than one such screw and slot may be 
had to secure the flanges 33 and 34 together to give 
rigidity and firmness to the inner compartment. 
The depth of the inner compartment, from its open 

ended face rearwards, is materially less than the corre 
Sponding depth of the outer compartment. A knob 37 
Secured to side wall 27 of the inner compartment operates 
slidably in slot 38 located in plate 11 of the outer com 
partment, said slot being of such length that the inner 
compartment may be moved from its rearmost position, 
wherein its rear end (flanges 33 and 34) is in close prox 
imity to flange 15 of the outer compartment, to its fore 
most forward position wherein its outer (open-ended) 
face is approximately in the same place as the open 
ended face of the outer compartment. 
The function of the inner compartment is to receive 

and carry rearward a telephone directory whereby the 
directory will be housed within the outer compartment 
with the outer end or edge of said directory approxi 
mately flush with the edges of the open-ended face of 
the outer compartment. This function is performed when 
the telephone directory 39 (Fig. 1) is inserted, prefer 
ably the bound edge foremost, into the open end of, and 
pushed back until it contacts the rear end of, the inner 
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4. 
compartment, and by a slight further push to slide the 
inner compartment to its rearmost position, the depth 
of the outer compartment being such that when the inner 
compartment, carrying the telephone directory, is in its 
rearmost position the directory is in the aforesaid housed 
position. A further function of the inner compartment 
is to carry the telephone directory forward from its afore 
said housed or stored position whereby a sufficient 
amount of the book will be protruding from the outer 
compartment that it may be easily grasped by one's hand 
and moved to any desired position for use. This latter 
function is performed by moving the knob 37 from its 
rearmost position in slot 38 to any suitable position along 
said slot. 

In use the device may be secured to any convenient 
surface, either vertical or horizontal, in close proximity 
to a telephone. For convenience in securing the holder 
to a suitable surface, suction cups 40 attached at desired 
points to plate 12 of the outer compartment may be 
employed. For attaching these cups to plate 2 holes 
may be drilled in the plate and the holes counterstink 
on the inner surface of the plate. The stem ends of the 
suction cups, drilled axially and threaded, may then be 
inserted into said holes and Secured by means of counter 
sunk screws screwed into the threaded stems of the Suc 
tion cups. Alternatively to the use of suction cups, the 
device may be fastened to suitable surfaces by means of 
screws inserted through countersunk holes in the ordi 
nary fashion. All such screws should be countersunk so 
as not to interfere with the sliding relationship of the 
side walls of the inner compartment to plates 11 and 12 
of the outer compartment. 

It will be seen that my holder may be secured either 
to the right hand side or the left hand side of a desk, 
with the open end of the compartment or holder in 
both instances facing in the direction of the occupant 
who sits at the desk, without the necessity of having a 
right handed device for one side of the desk and a left 
handed one for the other side. Because of the fact that 
the bottom end of the holder is of identical construction 
with the top end the suction cups or other means used 
for securing the holder to a given surface may always 
be employed in conjunction with plate 12 as shown in 
the drawings. The device would simply be inverted, 
the top end as shown in the drawings becoming the 
bottom end if the holder were secured to the left side of 
a desk. Likewise, the holder may be used by securing 
it either to the top surface of a shelf or other horizontal 
surface, or to the bottom of the shelf. Thus my holder 
lends itself to use in four different positions-the right 
hand or left hand side of a suitable vertical surface and 
the top or bottom of a suitable horizontal surface. 

Thus, through the use of my device there is provided 
a holder for housing and storing telephone directories 
while not being used, which can be located at convenient 
points near the telephone, which is adjustable for differ 
ent thicknesses of books and therefore adaptable to ac 
commodate more than one such book as in a district where 
there are a number of relatively thin or small directories, 
and which eliminates the necessity of lodging such books 
among other objects on desks or tables or shelves where 
they are subjected to undue wear and tear. In short, 
my device offers a solution to the problem of the danger 
of the telephone directory becoming so damaged that 
it often fails to contain the information which it would 
yield readily but for its damaged condition-information 
that is sometimes badly needed, as in cases of emergency. 
It is not a sufficient answer to this problem that the tele 
phone company will replace a damaged directory with 
a W. O.C. 

If desired, as for example in economizing on material 
in the construction of my device, side wall 28 of the 
inner compartment may be substantially shorter in its 
dimension from front to rear than as shown in the draw 
ings, or it may be entirely omitted along with its top 
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and bottom flanges 32 and 30, and similarly the side 
wall 27 may be made much shorter than as shown in 
the drawings, or it may be omitted except for such por 
tion as may be required to carry the knob 37. 

It will be understood that the examples of construction 
and application of my invention given hereinabove are 
exemplary in nature, that various changes and modifica 
tions may be made thereto without departing from the 
spirit of the invention, and that there is comprehended 
within the invention such modifications as come within 
the scope of the following claim. 

I claim: 
In a holder for a telephone directory which may be 

interchangeably secured to the bottom and the top of a 
horizontal shelf and the right and left side of a desk 
and adapted for receiving said directory and presenting 
it for ready access forwardly from said shelf and from 
said desk when said holder is secured in any of said four 
positions, the improvement comprising in combination 
therewith an open-ended inner case uniformly rectangu 
lar in transverse cross section and dimensioned so as to 
readily receive thereinto and to readily permit withdrawal 
therefrom a telephone directory when said directory is 
inserted edgewise thereinto, the depth of said inner case 
measured from its open end being less than the width 
of said directory, an open ended outer case positioned 
about said inner case and so dimensioned that when said 
holder is in any one of said four positions with respect 
to said desk and said shelf the lowermost horizontal 
side wall of said inner case is in slidable relationship 
with the adjacent lowermost horizontal side wall of said 
outer case, a first side wall of said outer case being 
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provided with a slot positioned parallel to the longitudinal 
axis of said outer case and adapted to receive in slidable 
engagement a knob secured to the adjacent side of said 
inner case whereby to move said inner case forwardly 
and rearwardly from its rearmost position within said 
outer case, and a second side wall of said outer case 
opposite said first side wall being provided with fastening 
means to secure said second side wall to the right hand 
side of a desk and alternatively to secure said second 
side wall to the left hand side of said desk and thereby . 
present the open end of said case forwardly with respect 
to said desk when said case is secured to either of said 
sides of said desk. 
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