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My present invention relates to a practice pad for drum-
mers and, more particularly, to a portable device designed
to simulate a set of drums for familiarizing a drummer
with the technique of playing a plurality of drums in
their usual orientation in a set.

Practice devices for drummers have been proposed here-
tofore wherein a single practice surface can be disposed
either in a substantially horizontal plane or in a plane
relatively inclined thereto. Such devices were often un-
satisfactory since a set of drums, such as a combination
of a snare drum with a pair of suxiliary drums (e.g. a
small and a large tom-tom), cannot readily be simulated
by a single practice surface.

Accordingly, it is the principal object of the instant in-
vention to provide a portable practice drum pad having a
plurality of independent practice surfaces.

Another object of this invention is to provide a fold-
ing drumming-practice device having a plurality of fold-
able sections to expose selected ones of a plurality of in-
dependent surfaces.

Yet another object of my invention is to provide a prac-
tice drum pad of the character referred to with means
for preventing the marring of surfaces upon which the
device is to be set without, however, significantly increas-
ing the bulk of the folded unit.

These and further objects, which will become apparent
subsequently, have been realized in a practice drum pad
comprising, according to the invention, at least two and
preferably three hingedly interconnected sections having
respective generally flat upper faces each provided with
a layer of resilient material constituting the practice sur-
faces of the device. The undersides of these sections are
provided with respective cushion members in generally
complementary or at least relatively offset configurations
whereby the members support the unfolded device upon
the surface of a desk, table, chair or other body of suit-
able height. The device is folded into a portable unit
with the undersides of the two sections in back-to-back
relationship, whereupon the complementary configured
cushion members interfit so that the compact unit has a
total thickness less than the sum of the thicknesses of the
sections. Since the folded practice pad now has a resilient
layer upon its lower surface as well as upon- its upper
surface, the latter may be employed for drum practice in
the manner of a conventional single-surface pad while
the former cushions the unit without marring the sup-
port. :

Whereas the invention has been outlined generally with
respect to a practice pad having only two sections, the
principles advanced are equally applicable to the more
customary case of three sections, arrayed in a generally
L-shaped configuration, adapted to simulate the usual set
of three drums disposed in front and to the side of a
drummer. When three sections are employed, the third
is hingedly secured to one of the other two for articula-
tion about an axis perpendicular to.the axis of articula-
tion of the first two sections. The underside of the third
section is formed with cushioning means, say, a layer of
foam rubber, adapted to support the unit when the three
sections ‘are folded into stacked relationship, while the
upper surface of the third section bears a resilient prac-
tice layer similar to those provided on the other two sec-
‘tions. These layers of resilient material may be formed
from gum rubber or some other substance forming a
wear-resistant impact surface but having resilience char-
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acteristics resembling those of conventional drum heads.

According to a more specific feature of the invention,
the several sections are of generally rectangular configura-
tion and formed from a block of wood, the hinges inter-
connecting the sections being arranged. along adjacent
edges. While the upper (i..e. impact) surfaces of the sec-
tions may aiso be of rectangular configuration, I prefer to
provide the blocks with disk-shaped layers of gum rubber
or the like, so that they resemble circular drum heads. I
also prefer to provide means (e.g. mating snap fasteners)
along the mutually juxtaposed edges of the sections in the
unfolded condition of the device for releasably locking
these sections against displacement during the practice
session. Moreover, one or more of the sections may be
provided -with a preferably removable prop for holding
them in an inclined position during practice.

The above and other objects, features and advantages
of the instant invention will become more readily appar-
ent from the following description, reference being made
to the accompanying drawing in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an unfolded three-sec-
tion practice drum pad according to the invention;

FIG. 2 is a bottom perspective view of the pad in
its completely folded condition;

FIG. 3 is a top perspective view of the pad partially
unfolded to expose two practice surfaces; and

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken along line IV—IV
of FIG. 3.

In the drawing, I show a practice drum pad of L-
shaped configuration, comprising a first section 18, a
second section 28 and a third section 38.  Each section
is provided on its respective upper surface 11, 21, 31
with an impact-resistant resilient layer 12, 22, 32 (eqg.
of gum rubber) which may be secured to the wood body
13, 23, 33 of the section by an adhesive, brads or similar
means. The generally rectangular sections are inter-
connected by means of hinges 41, 42 disposed along the
mutnally adjacent edges of sections 18, 2¢ and 20, 39,
respectively. Hinge 41, which like hinge 42 may be of
the “piano” type, has its axis substantially coplanar with
the undersides of the blocks 13 and 23, while hinge 42
has its axis extending perpendicularly to that of hinge
41 but coplanar with the upper surfaces of the blocks 23
and 33." It will thus be immediately apparent that the
three sections 16—3% may be folded into a compact
unit (FIG. 2) wherein the sections are stacked regard-
less of the thickness of the blocks 13—33. 1In this con-
nection ‘it is pointed out that a particularly suitable di-
mensioning of the device will be such that the practice
surface has an area upwardly of about 1200 cm.2, or 150
square inches,” while the thickness of the blocks may
range between approximately 26 mm. and 50 mm., ie.
34" to 2. .

Each of the sections 1038 is provided with cushion-
ing means on its underside to prevent the marring of the
surface whereon the device is positioned. As can be
seen from FIGS. 1 and 4, the undersides of sections 18

and 28 are provided with interfitting strips 14/, 14" and

24 of foam rubber io enable these sections to be folded
back-to-back without increasing the bulk of the folded
unit. In this connection it should be noted that, while
section 18 is shown to be formed with two spaced-apart
strips 14" and 14"’ of the cushioning material and section
28 is provided with the single strip 24 received between
them in the folded condition of the device, this arrange-
ment is merely exemplary and comparable results may be
obtained by the use of, for example, complementary
arrays of feet provided on the undersides of the sections
1% and 20. The underside of section 38 is formed over
most of its surface with a cushion layer 34 (FIG. 4),
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also of foam rubber, whereon the unit rests when com-
pletely folded.

A strap 43 is secured to the pad section 18 and pro-
vided with a fastening member 44, e.g. a snap fastener,
engageable with a mating member 45 (FIG. 1) on sec-
tion 30 for retaining the sections when the latter are
disposed in their folded condition (FIG. 2). Since only
the practice surface of layer 12 is exposed when the
folded pad is set on its base 34, the unit can be em-
ployed in this condition for drum practice when simulation
of but a single drum surface is required. Since it is fre-
quently desirable for the practice surface to be inclined,
a prop 46, which when unused is secured to a side of
section 3¢ by means of the mating snap fasteners 47q,
47b, adapted to be removably secured to the underside
of this section. To this end, the prop 46 is formed with
a bore 484 into which a peg 48b, projecting from the
underside of section 30, is tightly fitted for securing the
prop 46 in its working position.  The prop 46 also serves
to position only the section 39 at an incline to the hori-
zontal (FIG. 1) when the device is completely unfolded
and to support this section (FIGS. 3 and 4) when the
device is partly unfolded to expose two practice surfaces,
i.e. the surfaces of layers 22 and 32. To protect the sup-
porting surface when the prop is in use, the base of the
latter also is provided with a foam rubber cushion 49.

A pair of snap-fastener halves 56a and 58b are pro-
vided on the hingedly connecied lateral sides of sections
16 and 28, respectively, while a further pair of fastener
halves 51q and 515, are disposed along the hingedly con-
nected sides of sections 29 and 3@, respectively, for lock-
ing the device in its completely open condition.

The device described above is believed to admit of
many modifications and variations within the skill of a
person skilled in the art, such modifications and variations
being deemed to be included within the spirit and scope
of the invention as claimed.

Iclaim:

1. A practice drum pad comprising at least two bodies
having respective generally flat impact surfaces facing up-
wardly in an operative position, a resilient layer exposed
in said operative position on each of said surfaces, and
hinge means interconnecting said bodies for enabling one
of said bodies to be swung from its operative position
into a stacked position atop the other of said bodies.

2. A practice drum pad comprising at least two bodies
having respective generally flat impact surfaces facing up-
wardly in an operative position, a resilient layer exposed
in said operative position on each of said surfaces, hinge
means interconnecting said bodies for enabling one of
said bodies to be swung from its operative position into
a stacked position atop the other of said bodies, and re-
spective cushion means partly covering the side of each
of said bodies opposite its impact surface, said cushion
means interfitting upon relative displacement of said
bodies into said stacked position.

3. A practice drum pad comprising three bodies having
respective generally flat impact surfaces facing upwardly
in an operative position, a resilient layer exposed in said
operative position on each of said surfaces, first hinge
means interconnecting a first and a second one of said
bodies for enabling said first body to be swung from its
operative position into a stacked position atop said second
body, and second hinge means interconnecting said second
body and the third one of said bodies for enabling said
third body to be swung from its operative position into a
stacked position underneath said second body, said first
hinge means having an axis substantially on the level of
said impact surfaces of said first and second bodies, said
second hinge means having an axis substantially on the
level of the sides of said second and third bodies op-
posite said impact surfaces thereof.

4. ‘A practice drum pad comprising three bodies having
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respactive generally flat impact surfaces facing upwardly
in an operative position, a resilient layer exposed in said
operative position on each .of said surfaces, first hinge
means interconnecting a first and a second one of said
bodies for enabling said first body to be swung from its
operative position into a stacked position atop said second
body, second hinge means interconnecting said second
body and the third one of said bodies for enabling said
third body to be swung from its operative position into a
stacked position underneath said second body, said first
hinge means having an axis substantially on the level of
said impact surfaces of said first and second bodies, said
second hinge means having an axis substantially on the
level of the sides of said second and third bodies opposite
said impact surfaces thereof, and respective cushicn means
covering at least part of the side of each of said bodies op-
posite its impact surface, the cushion means of said second
and third bodies interfitting in the stacked positions
thereof.

5. A practice drum pad comprising three bodies having
respective generally flat impact surfaces facing upwardly
in an operative position, a resilient layer exposed in said
operative position on each of said surfaces, first hinge
means interconnecting a first and a second one of said
bodies for enabling said first body to be swung from its
operative position into a stacked position atop said second
body, second hinge means interconnecting said eecond
body and the third one of said bodies for enabling said
third bedy to be swung from its operative position into
a stacked positicn underneath said second body, said first
hinge means having an axis substantially on the level of
said impact surfaces of said first and second bodies, said
second hinge means having an axis substantially on the
level of the sides of said second and third bodies opposite
said impact surfaces thereof, one of said positions and
a prop removably secured to the side of said first body
opposite its impact surface, said prop being dimensioned
to support said first body with its impact surface inclined
to the horizontal in the operative position of all three
bodies and with its impact surface substantially horizontal
in the stacked position of said third body only.

6. A practice drum pad comprising three bodies hav-
ing respective generally flat impact surfaces facing up-
wardly in an operative position, a resilient layer exposed
in said operative position on each of said surfaces, first
hinge means inferconnecting a first and a second one of
said bodies for enabling said first body to be swung from
its operative position into a stacked position atop said
second body, second hinge means interconnecting said
second body and the third one of said bodies for enabling
said third body to be swung from its operative position
into a stacked position underneath said second body, said
first hinge means having an axis substantially on the
level of said impact surfaces of said first and second
bodies, said second hinge means having an axis substan-
tially perpendicular to the axis of said first hinge means
and substantially on the level of the sides of said second
and third bodies opposite said impact surfaces thereof,
and respective cushion means covering at least part of
the side of each of said bodies opposite its impact surface,
the cushion means of said second and third bodies inter-
fitting in the closed position thereof.
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