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1. Claim. (C. 206-44) 
This invention relates to merchandising con 

tainers, and more particularly to a paperboard 
container in which merchandise of various kinds 
may be packed and shipped, and from which it 

is may be dispensed and displayed by the merchant 
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O Ser as needed. 
This application constitutes an improvement 

on my co-pending applications, Serial No. 433,010, 
fled March 4, 1930, and Serial No. 447,262, filed 
April 25, 1930. I do not claim herein any patent 
able features disclosed in my former applications 
or their divisions, 

Merchandise containers, as heretofore made, 
has been extravagant in the use of paper mate 
rials. When millions of containers are used 
yearly, as in the packaging of nationally adver 
tised products, such as cigarettes, cigars, chewing 
gum, candies, cosmetics, pencils and other ob 
jects of merchandise, the item of Waste material 
in the making of the container represents a con 
siderable loss. Many containers heretofore used 
are also difficult to pack quickly and effectively, 
and, when received by the merchant are also diff 
cult and annoying to unpack. Cartons must be 
ripped apart and are often torn in the process, 
while customers are waiting to make a purchase 
of a single pack. This is especially true of the 
Small cigarette cartons which contain ten or more 
packs of cigarettes. And again, when con 
tainers, now in use, are placed on the counter 
and Opened for display of the goods therein, 
articles contained therein are easily lifted out by 
deft fingers and stolen. 
An object of this invention is to provide a novel 

dispensing container within which the goods may 
be quickly and efficiently packed and shipped, and 
which can be easily and conveniently opened by 
the merchant to display the merchandise therein, 
Another object of my invention is to provide 

a merchandise package which can be placed on 
the counter to attractively display the merchan 
dise, and which is provided with means which 
make it very difficult, if not impossible, for any 
one to remove merchandise therefrom without 
obvious change in the structure of the package. 
Another object of my invention ist provide a 

merchandise package in which merchs dise may 
be attractively displayed, from which the same 
may be conveniently and individually dispensed, 
and which is also provided with means which 
makes it difficult for deft fingers to remove mer 
chandise therefrom without being observed by 
the salesclerk. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a 

merchandising container which can be made 

from a single blank of paperboard material with 
a minimum of waste and a minimum of labor, 
and which can be quickly, effectively and econom 
ically formed and packed by hand or automatic 
machinery, and which can be efficiently and at 
tractively used as a dispensing medium and dis 
play device by the merchant. 
Other objects of this invention Will become ap 

parent as the disclosure proceeds. 
Although the novel features which are believed 

to be characteristic of this invention will be par 
ticularly pointed out in the claim appended 
hereto, the invention itself, as to its objects and 
advantages, and the manner in which it may be 
carried out, may be better understood by refer 
ring to the following description taken in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawings forming a 
part thereof, in which 

Fig. i is a face view of a cutout blank from 
which a container may beformed; 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary perspective view of the 
Container in process of assembly; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the container in 
the process of being packed; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the container 
fully packed and sealed; 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the container in 
the process of being opened to permit removal of 
the contents; 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the container 
fully opened with one of the articles being dis 
pensed therefrom; 

Fig. 7 is a face view of a blank from which a 
container having a somewhat modified closure 
arrangement may be made; 

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary perspective view of a 
container in process of assembly from the blank 
shown in Fig. 7; 

Figs. 9 and 10 are fragmentary end views of 
the container shown in Fig. 8 in the process of 
being closed; 

Fig. 11 is a face view of a fragmentary portion 
of a blank from which a container having another 
type of closure arrangement may be made, this 
container also having a display easel which may 
be used to advertise the goods packed therein; 

Fig. 12 is a perspective view of a set-up con 
tainer formed from the blank shown in Fig. ill, 
the easel portion thereof being shown raised 
into display position; and 

Fig. 13 is a perspective view of the container 
shown in Fig. 12 in the process of reclosing the 
Sale, 
The same reference characters refer to similar 

parts throughout the specification and drawings. 
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2 
there is shown in Fig. 1 a, blank of paperboard 

eaterial from which one form of merchandising 
container may be formed. This blank comprises 
generally side wall portions do and 2 hinged to . 
the bottom wall portion along the score lines 
26. Side wall portion to has an end wall portion 
3 at one end thereof, and a securing tab 5 at 
the other end thereof, hinged thereto along the 
score lines 2A. Side wall portion 2 is also pro 
vided with an end wall portion 3 and securing 
tab. 5, hinged thereto along the score lines 2 . 
it will be noted, however, that the end wall 3 
hinged to side wall 6, and end wall 83 hinged 
to side Wall 2 are on opposite ends of the blank. 
A bottom securing tab () is hinged to each end 
of the bottom portion. A along the score line 2. 
A pair of side closure flaps 6 are provided, which 
are hinged to the side walls and 2 respectively 
along the score lines 2C. End flaps are also 
provided, which are hinged along the Score lines 
A8 to each of the end wall portions 3. End fiaps 
At are separated from the side flaps 6 by a cut 
39. The side wall G2 is provided with a score line 
22, which defines an inner area 23, which may be 
of the general shape shown in Fig. 1. 

in assenbling the container, the side walls 6 
and 2 and the securing tabs. 6 and 5 are bent 
upwardly at right angles to the botton portion 
88. Securing tabs 86 and 5 are then glued or 
otherwise secured to the end walls 3 as shown 
fore clearly in Fig. 2. It will be noted that the 
edge 25 of Securing fiap 5 and edge, 28 of securing 
Siap 6 are in abutment when the container is 
fully assembled. The end wall portion 3 is 

5 thereby considerably braced and stiffened, and a 
stronger container is formed. The other edge 26 
of the Securing flaps A 3 are cut out so as to clear 
and not interfere or prevent the bending up of 
the end Wali portion 3 into the assembled posi 
tion. 

he container thus formed is now ready for 
packing with Enerchandise E, which may be cig 
arette packs or other articles. These articles 
ansy be inserted either by hand or by packing 
machine, as found convenient or desirable. When 
the container is fully packed, the end flaps are 
bent inwardly, the side flaps 6 are superimposed 
thereover, and the container is sealed by securing 
& Sealing strip 28 over the abutting edges of the 
flaps 85, as shown in Figs. 4 and 5. The packed 
container is then ready for shipment to the mer 
chant or user. 

Upon receipt by the merchant, the shipping 
container can be quickly turned into an attiac 
tive display and dispensing container by remov 
ing the area, 28 of the side wall portion 2. This 
can be easily and quickly done by tearing. the 
side Wall along the line of perforations 22, as 
shown in Fig. 5. When the container is then 
placed on the counter with the side wall portion 
82 facing upward, as shown in Fig. 6, the mer 
chandise if is full visible therein, and printed 
matter thereon can be easily read. All that re 
in airs of the side wall portion 2 is a fange por 
tion 2, which surrounds both ends thereof. It 
will be noted that the merchandise positioned 
under the surrounding flange portions 2 can 
inot be lifted out since this flange engages the 
Rerchandise and prevents direct removal there 
of. At one point the side wall portion 2 is torn 
out the full width thereof so as to provide an open 
ing 28 through which each article may be indi 
vidually and separately removed and dispensed. 
Dispensing of the individual articles is accom 
plished by sliding the articles over to the en 

2,072,695 
larged opening 28 and then lifting the articles 
out of the container, as shown in Fig. 6. While 
the merchandise removal opening is shown posi 
tioned in the middle section of the container, it 
may also be positioned at either one or both ends, 
as found convenient and desirable. The flange 
27 surrounds all other portions so as to prevent 
removal of merchandise except through the par 
ticular opening provided. 

It is well known that many States require 
that excise stamps be attached to cigarette packs 
and tobacco products before the same can be 
legally sold by the merchant. In tobacco con 
tainers heretofore devised, the merchant has had 
to remove each individual cigarette or tobacco 
pack from the container in order to apply the 
required stamp thereto. If the packs are then 
reinserted into the container, no convenient 
means have heretofore been provided for closing 
the same to protect the goods until sold. I have 
atternpted to overcome these objectionable fea 
tures in containers heretofore devised for pack 
ing tobacco products by providing a distinctive 
closure arrangement which can be opened and 
stamps applied without removing the packs from 
the container, and which may thereafter be eff 
ciently and fully closed to protect the contents 
until solid and dispensed. 

In this connection I have shown a cutout blank 
in Fig. which is similar to the blank shown in 
Fig. 3, except for the closure feature which will 
now be described. Each of the end wall por 
tions 3 is provided with an end fiap 68 hinged 
to the end wall along the score line (33. The 
end flap 3) is provided with side parts és and 32 3 
hinged to the end flap 36 along the score lines 
43. The side part 2 of the end flap is also 
hinged to one end of the side flap 6 along the 
score line (35. The other end of the side fiap 
96 is provided with a tab part 36 hinged thereto 
along the score ine. &. The securing flaps 5 
are each provided with an ear part 38 hinged 
thereto along the score line (39. 
The container is assembled as heretofore de 

scribed by gluing or otherwise firing the side 
tabs 3 and botton tabs 64 to the end walls 3. 
The tab parts 86 are also glued to the side parts 
& of the end flaps, and the ear parts É3 are 
gued to the inside face of the end flaps (38, as 
show in Eig. 8. 
When this container has been fully packed, the 

end flap portions 4 are pushed inwardly, and 
this operation also pulls the side fisis 6 in 
wardly. One of the side flaps 6 is provided 
yith cut corners 56 which germit the same to 
be inserted between the foided parts 3 and 42 
if the end flaps and to Seat under the opposite 
side flap 6, as shown in Fig. 0. A sealing strip 
23 is applied over the flaps 5 and the package 
is the ready to be shipped to the merchant. 
Ehe side flaps 3 are preferably made of greater 
width than the side gaps of the olane shown in 
Sig, i, so as to permit one side flap to exten 
under the other. 
When the Emerchant receives this packed con 

tainer, the sealing strip 28 is easily broken and 
the side flaps 6 sprung apart. Full access to 
the container (may then be had for applying 
revenue stamps and other labels. This can be 
done without removing the packs or contents 
from the container. The side flaps is are then 
telescoped together, as above described, and the 
container closed. The front wall area, 23 may 
then be torn Out in the manner heretofore de 
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scribed and the container set up for display and 
dispensing purposes. 

here is shown in Fig. 11 a container formed 
from a blank similar to that shown in Fig. 1, 
except that it is provided with a modified closing 
arrangement and a display device. In this modi 
fied form one of the side flaps 6 is provided with 
an arcate cut 30 at each end thereof, each cut 
being adapted to receive an ear portion 3 pro 
vided at each end of the other side closure flap 
6. A slot 32 may also be provided in the closure 

flap 6 first mentioned to receive a tongue por 
tion 33 provided on the other closure flap. By 
means of the cooperating cuts 30 and ears 3, and 
the cooperating slot 32 and tongue 33, the carton 
may be securely closed. A sealing strip 28 may 
also be applied over this form of closure after 
the container is packed. This container is 
susceptible of being opened for the purposes of 
fixing excise stamps to the contents therein, and 
then securely closed to protect the contents. 
There is shown in Fig. 12 a set-up container 

formed from the blank shown in Fig. 11. The 
container here shown is provided with a display 
ease which is formed from the area 23 of the 
side wall portion f2, which is normally thrown 
away. This display easel is made by providing 
a score line 34 transversely across the center 
portion of the area, 23. The perforated line 22, 
which defines the area. 23, runs to the score line 
2. The area 23 may be folded upon itself by 
bending the same along the score line 34 and 
hinging the same along the score line 2. The 
free end of the area 23 may be held in place in 
any suitable manner. An attractive display ease 
adapted to carry suitable advertising is thus 
provided. 
The merchandise containers herein disclosed 

are very useful in connection with the packing, 
shipping, dispensing and display of cigarettes, 
cigars, cosmetics, cards, pencils, pens, crayons, 
candies, gum, confectionery and an infinite 
variety of Small articles, either wrapped or un 
Wrapped. The dispensing opening is made of 
such size and shape as to fit the article to be dis 
pensed. By means of the containers herein dis 

closed, a clerk can survey and atted to a larger 
number of containers on display, since the mer 
chandse cannot be removed without manipulat 
ing the same over to the renova opening and 
then removing the same. A reasonably diligent 
clerk would detect any such unauthorized opera 
tion before the same could be executed. These 
containers therefore constitute a decided safe 
guard against shop lifting operations. A display 
device can also be associated with the container, 
as shown in Fig. 12, at substantially no extra 
cost. Furthermore, little or no waste of nate 
rial results in the formation of these containers 
and the same can be easily and quickly formed on 
automatic machinery, from a single blank of 
material. 
While certain novel features of the invention 

have been disclosed and are pointed out in the 
annexed claim, it will be understood that various 
Omissions, substitutions and changes may be 
made by those skilled in the art without de 
parting from the spirit of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
A combination shipping display and dispens 

ing container comprising a unitary blank having 
a rectangular bottom portion provided With end 
flaps, complementary side wall portions also pro 
vided with end flaps, and a top portion embracing 
inturned end flaps each integral with another end 
flap of the container, and longitudinally extends 
ing side flaps coextensive in length with the 
length of the container and adapted when closed 
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to completely shut the top wall of the container, 
the said top Wall when opened giving free access 
to the container throughout the length thereof 
for fling said container, one of said comple 
mentary side walls having a removable section 
extending substantially throughout the length of 
the container, said removable section having a 
portion thereof that extends from the bottom 
wall to the top wall of the container and the 
remaining portion of said renovable section be 
ing substantially narrower than the side wall 
of the container. 
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