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Description

Field of the invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a display device
for samples of leather, fabric and the like.

Description of the prior art

[0002] In the state of the art, several types of displays
are known for collecting and displaying samples of leath-
er, fabric and the like to clients. One known solution is
the so-called drawer sample case, formed by a fixed
structure that supports a plurality of extractable drawers,
each of which contains a series of card-shaped samples
arranged vertically. In displays of this type, in order to
examine different types of samples side by side it is nec-
essary to remove the samples from the respective draw-
ers. One of the problems of displays of this type is the
difficulty in maintaining organized collections of samples,
given that the samples are likely to be put back in the
drawers in wrong positions. The reinsertion of the sam-
ples in the drawers is often difficult.
[0003] One type of widespread display is the so-called
turret sample case that is composed of leather or fabric
samples bound by a support. Generally, these samples
are organized by product families and each turret con-
tains all the color variations of the same product. Gener-
ally, samples of this type are assembled in bundles of
variable size. These displays are also affected by various
disadvantages, including the difficulty of extracting the
samples and the poor visibility of the sample collections.
Displays of this type are also bulky and cannot be organ-
ized by color between more products.
[0004] Binder sample cases are also very common,
which are formed by a book support containing pages on
which the samples of leather, fabric or the like are applied.
Displays of this type are difficult to update and do not
allow detachment of the samples to examine different
sample types side by side. These displays can only be
organized by color or by product.
[0005] DE-A-4227473 discloses a display stand for
samples of fabric having a rotary column with superim-
posed separately rotating decks containing samples of
fabric.

Object and summary of the invention

[0006] The present invention aims to provide a display
device that overcomes the problems of the prior art. In
particular, the invention aims to provide a display which
enables examination of different types of products side
by side in a simple and quick manner, and that it is or-
ganizable both by color and by product.
[0007] According to the present invention, this object
is achieved by a display device having the characteristics
forming the subject of claim 1.

Brief description of the drawings

[0008] The present invention will now be described in
detail with reference to the accompanying drawings, giv-
en purely by way of non-limiting example, wherein:

- Figure 1 is a perspective view of a display device
according to the present invention,

- Figure 2 is an exploded perspective view of the dis-
play device of Figure 1,

- Figure 3 is a side view of the support structure indi-
cated by the arrow III in Figure 2,

- Figure 4 is an exploded perspective view of a display
element indicated by the arrow IV in Figure 2,

- Figure 5 is a plan view of the part indicated by the
arrow V in Figure 4, and

- Figure 6 is a plan view of a sample intended to be
used in a display according to the present invention.

Detailed description of the invention

[0009] In Figures 1 and 2, numeral 10 indicates a dis-
play device according to the present invention. The dis-
play device 10 has a cylindrical shape with a vertical axis
and is divided into a plurality of cylindrical arrays 12,
which are coaxial and superposed on each other in the
vertical direction.
[0010] With reference to Figures 2 and 3, the device
10 comprises a fixed support structure 14, which com-
prises a circular base 16, a central column 18, which
extends upwardly from the base 16, and a plurality of
circular horizontal shelves 20 fixed relative to the central
column 18 and spaced apart in the vertical direction. At
the upper end of the column 18, a circular head 21 may
be placed.
[0011] The cylindrical arrays 12 are supported by the
base 16 and the shelves 20. Each array 12 extends by
360° around the central column 18. Each array 12 is free
to rotate on the base 16 or on the respective shelf 20
about the central column 18 and can be manually rotated
independently of the other arrays 12.
[0012] With reference to Figure 2, each array 12 is
formed by two or more complementary display elements
22. The display elements 22 have a cylindrical sector
shape. In the example illustrated in the figures, each dis-
play element 22 has an angular extension of 180°. In
general, each cylindrical array 12 may be formed by more
than two display elements 22. In any case, the sum of
the angular extensions of the display elements 22 of each
array 12 is equal to 360°.
[0013] With reference to Figure 4, each display ele-
ment 22 comprises a base 24, a pack of samples 26 and
a lid 28. The base 24 of each display element 22 com-
prises a bottom wall 30 having a circular sector shape,
and a rear wall 32 orthogonal to the bottom wall 30. With
reference to Figure 2, the rear wall 32 of each base 24
has a concave seat 34, for example with a radius essen-
tially equal to the radius of the outer surface of the central
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column 18 of the support structure 14. The bottom wall
30 of each display element 22 has a curved vertical rib
35 concentric to the concave seat 34.
[0014] In Figure 6, numeral 36 indicates a sample in-
tended to be used in a display device according to the
present invention. Each sample 36 has a rectangular
card-shaped support 38, for example made of cardboard
or plastic material. On the support 38, a strip of leather,
fabric or the like is applied. Preferably, the strip of leather
or fabric is folded in a U-shape on the support 38, so that
the main faces of the support 38 are covered by the strip
of leather or fabric. Each support 38 has an outer side
39, an inner side 40, a lower side 41 and an upper side
42. On the lower side 41, a notch 43 is formed parallel
to the inner side 40. Each support 38 can have one or
more colored strips 44 on its upper side 42. The colored
strips 44 constitute a visual code that facilitates the or-
dering of the 36 samples in each display element 22.
[0015] The samples 36 are arranged vertically on the
bottom wall 30 of the respective display element 22. The
notch 43 of the samples 36 is fitted on the rib 35 of the
base 24. The samples 36 are oriented radially and set
side-by-side to form a fan-shaped pack 26. The lid 28 is
placed on the upper surface of the pack of samples 26.
The lid 28 is preferably connected to the rear wall 32 of
the base 24 by means of magnets 46. Preferably, the
base 24 and the lid 28 of each display element 22 are
made of transparent plastic material, for example Plex-
iglas.
[0016] The samples 36 all have the same length and
can have different heights. For example, the samples of
the two highest arrays 12 may have a height of 4 cm, the
samples of the lower array 12 may have a height of 12
cm and the samples of the central array 12 may have a
height of 8 cm. The dimensions of the samples and of
the arrays 12 may of course vary according to require-
ments.
[0017] With reference to Figure 2, the display elements
22 are supported on the base 16 or on the shelves 20,
with the concave seat 34 in contact with the outer surface
of the central column 18. To facilitate the extraction of
the display elements 22, the height of the display ele-
ments 22 is slightly less than the distance between the
shelves 20, in order to be able to insert someone’s fingers
between a shelf 20 and a display element 22. Preferably,
the outer diameter of the shelves 20 is less than the outer
diameter of the display elements 22, in order to allow
gripping with the hands of the outer part of the display
elements 22 during extraction.
[0018] The arrays 12 can be rotated manually inde-
pendently of one another. The strips of leather or fabric
applied on the samples 36 are visible on the outer edges
of the samples 36. The different arrays 12 contain col-
lections of products with different colors. The possibility
to rotate the arrays 12 independently of each other
around the central column 18 allows alignment of differ-
ent products with similar color tones in the vertical direc-
tion. The packs of samples 26 of each display element

22 can be leafed through. Each display element 22 can
be pulled out in a drawer-like manner from the structure
12. After having extracted a display element 22, it is pos-
sible to extract individual samples 36 by removing the lid
28 and upwardly extracting the samples 36. The codifi-
cation 44 on the upper side of the samples 36 facilitates
the repositioning of the samples 36 within the pack 26 in
the correct position.
[0019] The display device according to the present in-
vention offers the following advantages:

- allows organization by both color and product of the
entire catalog, working in a matrix manner;

- easy consultation;
- easy to maintain in order thanks to the graphical cod-

ification on the upper side of the samples;
- possibility to easily extract samples;
- large sample size;
- attractive appearance;
- samples always visible;
- 360° presentation of the samples;
- easy to update and replace the samples;
- good tactility.

[0020] Of course, without prejudice to the principle of
the invention, the details of construction and the embod-
iments may vary widely with respect to those described
and illustrated without departing from the scope of the
invention as defined by the following claims.

Claims

1. A display device for samples of leather, fabric and
the like, comprising:

- a fixed support structure (14) including a lower
base (16), a central column (18) extending up-
wardly from said lower base (16) and a plurality
of circular horizontal shelves (20) fixed with re-
spect to said central column (18) and spaced
apart in the vertical direction,
- a plurality of cylindrical arrays (12) supported
by said base (16) and by said shelves (20), each
array (12) being rotatable around said central
column (18) independently of the other arrays
(12), wherein

each array (12) comprises at least two display ele-
ments (22) having the shape of a cylindrical sector,
each display element (22) comprises a pack (26) of
card-shaped samples (36) arranged vertically and
oriented in a radial direction with respect to said cen-
tral column (18),
each of said display elements (22) comprises a base
(24) having a bottom wall (30) and a rear wall (32),
said pack (26) of samples (36) being arranged like
a fan on said bottom wall (30), and characterized
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in that:

each of said display elements (22) comprises a
lid (28) resting on the upper surface of said pack
(26) of samples (36).

2. A display device according to claim 1, wherein said
base (24) has a curved rib (35) projecting from said
bottom wall (30), said samples (36) having a support
(38) provided with a notch (43) which couples with
said rib (35).

3. A display device according to claim 1, wherein the
rear wall (32) of each of said display elements (22)
has a concave seat (34) which rests against the outer
surface of said central column (18).

4. A display device according to any one of the preced-
ing claims, wherein each of said display devices (22)
is removable as a drawer from said support structure
(14).

Patentansprüche

1. Präsentationsvorrichtung für Muster von Leder, Stoff
und dergleichen, umfassend:

- eine feststehende Trägerstruktur (14) die eine
untere Basis (16), eine Mittelsäule (18), die sich
von der unteren Basis (16) nach oben erstreckt,
und eine Mehrzahl kreisförmiger Böden (20), die
bezüglich der Mittelsäule (18) befestigt und in
der vertikalen Richtung beabstandet sind, bein-
haltet,
- eine Mehrzahl zylindrischer Anordnungen (12),
die von der Basis (16) und den Böden (20) ge-
tragen werden, wobei jede Anordnung (12) un-
abhängig von den anderen Anordnungen (12)
um die Mittelsäule (18) drehbar ist,

wobei
jede Anordnung (12) zumindest zwei Präsentations-
elemente (22) umfasst, welche die Form eines Zy-
lindersektors aufweisen,
jedes Präsentationselement (22) ein Paket (26) kar-
tenförmiger Muster (36) umfasst, die in einer radialen
Richtung bezüglich der Mittelsäule (18) vertikal aus-
gerichtet sind,
jedes der Präsentationselemente (22) eine Basis
(24) mit einer Bodenwand(30) und einer Rückwand
(32) umfasst, wobei das Paket (26) von Mustern (36)
fächerartig auf der Bodenwand (30) angeordnet ist,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass:

jedes der Präsentationselemente (22) einen De-
ckel (28) umfasst, der auf der oberen Fläche des
Pakets (26) von Mustern (36) aufliegt.

2. Präsentationsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Basis (24) eine gekrümmte Rippe (35) aufweist,
die aus der Bodenwand (30) ragt, wobei die Muster
(36) einen Träger (38) aufweisen, der mit einer Kerbe
(43) bereitgestellt ist, die in die Rippe (35) einkoppelt.

3. Präsentationsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Rückwand (32) jedes der Präsentationselemente
(22) einen konkaven Sitz (34) aufweist, der an der
äußeren Fläche der Mittelsäule (18) anliegt.

4. Präsentationsvorrichtung nach einem der vorange-
henden Ansprüche, wobei jede der Präsentations-
vorrichtungen (22) als ein Schubfach aus der Trä-
gerstruktur (14) herausnehmbar ist.

Revendications

1. Présentoir pour échantillons de cuir, de tissu et si-
milaire, comprenant :

une structure de support fixe (14) comprenant
une base inférieure (16), une colonne centrale
(18) s’étendant vers le haut à partir de la base
inférieure (16) et une pluralité d’étagères hori-
zontales circulaires (20) fixées par rapport à la-
dite colonne centrale (18) et espacées dans la
direction verticale,
une pluralité de structures cylindriques (12) sup-
portées par ladite base (16) et par lesdites éta-
gères (20), chaque structure (12) pouvant tour-
ner autour de ladite colonne centrale (18) indé-
pendamment des autres structures (12),

dans lequel :

chaque structure (12) comprend au moins deux
éléments de présentation (22) ayant la forme
d’un secteur cylindrique, chaque élément de
présentation (22) comprenant un ensemble (26)
d’échantillons en forme de carte (36) agencé
verticalement et orienté dans une direction ra-
diale par rapport à ladite colonne centrale (18),
chacun desdits éléments de présentation (22)
comprend une base (24) ayant une paroi infé-
rieure (30) et une paroi arrière (32), ledit ensem-
ble (26) d’échantillons (36) étant agencé comme
un éventail sur ladite paroi inférieure (30), et ca-
ractérisé en ce que :

chacun desdits éléments de présentation
(22) comprend un couvercle (28) reposant
sur la surface supérieure dudit ensemble
(26) d’échantillons (36).

2. Présentoir selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la-
dite base (24) a une nervure incurvée (35) faisant
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saillie de ladite paroi inférieure (30), lesdits échan-
tillons (36) ayant un support (38) prévu avec une
encoche (43) qui se couple avec ladite nervure (35).

3. Présentoir selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la
paroi arrière (32) de chacun desdits éléments de pré-
sentation (22) a un siège concave (34) qui s’appuie
contre la surface externe de ladite colonne centrale
(18).

4. Présentoir selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel chacun desdits pré-
sentoirs (22) peut être extrait comme un tiroir de la-
dite structure de support (14).
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