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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY G. DAYTON, of
Maysville, Mason county, State of Kentucky,
have invented, made, and applied to use Im-
provements in the Construection of Apparatus
for Aging Whisky and other Liquors; and
that the following is a full, clear, and correct
deseription of my invention, reference being
had to the accompanying drawing, making
part of this specification, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my improved
apparatus for aging whisky. Tig. 2 is a sec-
tional view of the same.

In the drawing like parts of the invention
are pointed out by the same letters of refer-
ence.

The nature of the present invention con-
sists in the construction, as more fully herein-
after set forth, of improved apparatus for the
aging or ripening of whisky and other liguors;
the object of the invention being to provide
apparatus by which the commingling or unit-
ing of the oxygen employed to age the whisky
is thoroughly and rapidly accomplished.

To enable those skilled in the arts to make
and use my invention, I will describe the
same,

A shows a gasometer, constructed in the
usual manner, and supplied with oxygen gas
by connecting it with a retort in which the
oxygen gas is made; or the oxygen gas may
be supplied to the gasometer in any conven-
ient manner. The gasometer A has inserted
near its base an elbow, a4, communicating with
a pipe, B, provided with a cock, b, and elbow
b? at its upper end, connected with a short
pipe, C, the opposite end of which is intro-
duced into the top of the receptacle D for the
whisky or liquor to be aged. The elbow a is
connected with a pipe, 1, inserted in an open-
ing in the side of the gasometer A, and ter-
minating about eentrally in the same; and
the gasometer A is also provided with a pipe,
2, terminating about eentrally within it, and
connected with a cock, 3, placed outside the
gasometer at its bottom. This receptacle D
may be formed of wood or any suitable ma-
terial, is provided, as already stated, with a
short pipe, O, one end of which is inserted in
its top or upper end, and the opposite end of

which is connected to the elbow &%, and also
with a funnel, B, throngh which is passed oue
end of a pipe, the opposite end of which is in-
serted in a still or tank filled with whisky or
liquor, and through which pipe the whisky or
liquor is introdnced into the receptacle D, and
which funnel E is, after the pipe connecting
it with the still or tank has been removed,
closed, and the receptacle rendered air-tight
by means of a cap, F, screwed into, and fit-
ting tightly, the funnel E. Upon the bottom
of the receptacle D is secured, about centrally,
a tube, G, extending very nearly to the top of
the interior of the receptacle, provided with
openings ¢ at or near its base, and with a se-
ries of perforatious, ¢%, at or near its top or
upper end, The tube G is closed at the top
by a plate, ¢°% Through a central opening in
this top plate passes a rod, H, having secured
upon its lower end the planger I, consisting
of a body of metal made sufficiently large at
its base to nearly fill the interior of the tube
G, and tapering gradually upward to the
point at which it is united to the rod H; or
the metal of which the rod H is composed
may be continued in its manufacture, and the
plunger I be formed of or from it. The rod
H extends above and outside of the top of the
receptacle D, and is passed through a stuffing-
box, J, secured in the top or cover of the re-
ceptacle D. The receptacle D is provided
with a cock or fancet, K, at or near its Dot-
tom.

Such being the construetion, the operation
is as follows : The receptacle is first supplied
or filled with whisky or liquor by means of a
pipe connecting it with a still or tank, one
end of which is inserted in the funnel E. Af-
ter the reeeptacle has been filled the pipe is
removed, and the funnel is closed by means
of the cap F. After the receptacle has been
filled the cock or fauecet K is opened, and a
quantity of the whisky or lignor is drawn
therefrom, until the quantity in the receptacle
falls below the lower line of perforations ¢* in
the tube G, aud the cock b upon the pipe B is
opened simultaneously with the opening of
the ecock K, and a sufficient quantity of oxy-
gen will pass from the gasometer A, through
the pipes B and O, into the receptacle D, and
fill the space formerly occupied by the whisky



2 184,464

or liquor. The plunger I, attached to the rod
H, is now set in operation by connecting the
upper, end of the rod H to any motor capable
of raising it, and the plunger rises in the tube
G, and forees the whisky or other liquor above
it throngh the perforations as its upward
movement is continued, and the whisky or
other liquor thus forced out of the tube G
through the perforations ¢® is separated into
small streams or currents, which are brought
into contact with and oxygenized by the oxy-
gen introduced into the receptacle. = As the
plunger descends from the downward move-
ment of the rod, a certain amount of oxygen
is forced down to the base of the tube G and
out of the openings g, and is distribnted
through or united with the whisky or lignor
contained in the receptacle.

The supply of oxygen from the gasometer
to the receptacle D is kept up as required, and
the operation of the rod and plunger is contin-

ued until all the whisky or liqguor has been
thoroughly oxygenized. -

The value of oxygen as a means of aging
whisky or liquor is too well known to need com-
ment here. By the use of apparatus construct-
ed as I propose to coustruct it the oxygena-
tion of whisky or liquor is tkoroughly, rapidly,
and cheaply done.

Having now set forth my invention, what I[
claim as new is—

The combination, with a gasometer, A, of a
receptacle, D, provided with a tube, G, hav.
ing the openings g and perforations g2, a rod,
H, and planger I, and suitable pipes for con-
necting the receptacle D and gasometer A,
constructed and operating substantially as and
for the purpose set forth.

HENRY G. DAYTON.

Witnesses:

A. SIDNEY DOANE,
W. V. H. Hicks,



