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To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, JAMES FRANK FARIES;
of the city of Decatur, in the county of Ma-
con and State of Illinois, have invented a cer-
tain new and useful Cluster-Fixture for In-
candescent Lamps, of which the following is
a specification.

This invention provides a superior cluster-
fixture of simplified form. It is exemplified
in the strueture hereinafter deseribed and it
is defined in the appended claims.

In the drawings forming part of this speci-
fication, Figure 1 is a central vertical section
through a fixture embodying my invention.
Fig. 2 is a plan of the upper surface of the
base of the fixture. TFig. 3 is a plan of the
upper surface of the shell or body of the fix-
tare minus the electrical contacts thereof,

The base 1 is preferably constructed with a
recess 1* in its upper surface. A hole 1" in
the center of the base admits the body-sus-
taining bolt 10, holes 1° admit bolts to hold
the contact-strips 12 and 13, holes 1¢ provide
passage-ways for wires leading to the inside
of the body, and holes 1¢ provide for attach-
ing the base to a ceiling or other support.

- The body 2 of the fixture is hollow from its
upper end downward to near its lower end,
and it has a hole through its lower end 4 to
receive the sustaining-bolt 10. The lower
part of the recess in the body tapers down-
ward, and a pair of contact-rings 5 and 6 are
placed in such tapered portion. At intervals
around the body are formed recesses 14 to re-
ceive the contact ends of lamp-globes, and
such recesses are separated from the interior
space 3 of the body by partitions, which are
preferably slotted, as shown at 7, but which
may be left intact, except for the formation
of bolt-holes therein, as shown at the right
side of Fig. 1. In the recesses 14 are placed
contacts for lamps of either of the prevalent
types, and electrical communication is estab-
lished between the rings inside the body and
the lamp-contacts outside the same. On the
left side of Fig. 1 a central threaded plug is
shown at 9 and a eircular contact at 8, while
at the right side of the same figure a screw-
threaded shell is shown at 20 and a central
contact af 23. In both cases electrical com-

munication is made between the internal
rings and the external contacts by means of

bolts, as 21 and 23, which also aid in making
mechanical connections, and other bolts, as
22, complete the mechanical connections.
Contact-strips 12 and 13 are fastened to the
under surface of the base, each with an end
projecting outward from the base, and the
inner ends 122 and 13* are bent downward
and form contact-fingers, one of which en-
gages ring 6 of the body when the body is at-

tached to the base, while the other engages

ring 5. The projecting ends of the strips have
binding-serews 16 and 17, through which con-
nection may be made with wires outside the

‘body, and screws 18 and 19 on the finger por-

tions of the strips provide means for making
connections with wires brought into the body
through holes in the base.

The base and the body are both made of
porcelainorlike substance. They are secured

together detachably by bolt 10 and nut 11,

and the upper end of the body has an annu-
lar shoulder on which a reflector 15 is sup-
ported.

The body is removable from the base with-
outdetachingthelampsfrom thebody. There
is no wiring between the different lamp-con-
tacts, and nothing is needed to give a finished
appearance to the body.

When the body is attached to the base and
the lamps are in place, a circuit is established
through the fingers, the internal rings, and
the lamps, and such circuit is broken by the
removal of the lamps or by the detachment
of the body from the base.

I claim—

1. A cluster-fixture comprising a base, a
pair of contact-fingers in the base projecting
oufside the same, a body attachable to and
detachable from the base, a pair of rings in
the body in position to make mechanical con-
tact with the fingers of the base when the
body is attached to the base, and contacts on
the rings for a plurality of lamps, substan-
tially as described.

2. A cluster-fixture comprising a base hav-
ing a pair of contact-fingers, a hollow body
attachable to and detachable from the base,
lamp-contacts outside the body, and contact-
surfaces inside the body communicating with
thelamp-contacts, the inside contact-surfaces
being engageable with the fingers of the base
when the body is attached to the base.
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3. A hollow body for a plurality of lamps
provided on its outside with a plurality of
lamp-contacts and having on its inside a pair
of contact-rings communicating with the out-
side contacts. ]

4. A cluster-fixture comprising a base hav-
ing electrical contacts, a hollow body attach-

“able to the base, a plurality of lamp-contacts

outside the body and a pair of contact-rings
inside the body and in communication with
the outside contacts, the rings being engage-
able with the contacts of the base when the
body is attached to the base. ‘
5. A cluster-fixture comprising a base, a
hollow body attachable to the base, contact-

strips secured to the base and extending from
outside the base to inside the body, a plural-
ity of lamp-contacts on the. outside of the
body and a pair of contact-rings inside the
body and in communication with the outside
contacts, the rings being engageable with the
contact-strips of the base when the body is
attached to the base and the strips providing
for either inside or outside wiring.
In testimony whereof I sign my name in the
presence of two subseribing witnesses.
JAMES FRANK FARIES.
Witnesses: . ‘
E. S. MCDONALD,
RosA VOELCKER.
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