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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FREDERICK L. THOMP 

SON, a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Neligh, in the county of Antelope and State 
of Nebraska, have invented a new and useful 
Buckle-Shield, of which the following is a 
specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

buckle shields, and it has for its general ob 
ject to provide a buckle shield of a cheap and 
simple construction and one which may be 
readily applied to a piece of harness and which 
is adapted to prevent a fly net, cover or the 
horse's hair from being caught in the buckle 
and which is also adapted to prevent a casual 
disconnection of the straps or parts connected 
by the buckle. 
Other objects and advantages of the inven 

tion will be fully understood from the follow 
ing description and claims when taken in con 
nection with the annexed drawings, in which 
Figure 1, is a plan view of a piece of har 

ness with my improved shield in position. 
Fig. 2, is a side elevation of the same. Fig. 3, 
is an inverted plan view, and: Fig. 4, is a per 
spective view of the shield removed. 

Referring by letter to said drawings: A, in 
dicates a piece of harness which may be a 
check strap or the like, and B, indicates a 
drawing line or other part of a harness which 
is provided with a buckle as C, and a box loo 
TD, to receive the end of the strap A, which is 
engaged by the buckle, as shown. 

E, indicates inly improved buckle shield, 
which is preferably formed from a single piece 
of Wire, although it may beformed from other 

In forming this shield E, 
I take a piece of wire or other suitable mate 
rial and bend the same so as to form the loop 
a, which is designed to engage the tongue b, 
of the buckle C, and is consequently denomi 
nated the tongue loop. This tongue loop is 
designed to rest upon the inner side of the 
strap A, as shown in Fig. 3, and after the same 
has been formed, the wire is twisted as shown 
at c, and the branches are then carried later 
ally in opposite directions as shown at d, and 
are then bent at right angles to the plane of 
the loop a, and inwardly as shown at e, and 

are then carried rearwardly or toward the 
buckle and are crossed as shown at f, so as to 
form the strap-embracing loop g, and the legs 
h. The legs h, are carried rearwardly from 
the crossing point?, and away from the straps 
to a point above the buckle C, and they are 
then bent or curved as shown at , and are 
carried toward the straps so as to enter the 
box loop D, their ends being preferably bent 
as shown ati, so as to facilitate their entrance 
into said box loop. Thus it will be seen that 
a shield E, such as shown in Fig. 4, is formed 
and this shield is placed in its operative po 
sition, as follows: The check strap or other 
harness piece A, is first passed through the 
loop g, and the said strap together with the 
tongue loop a, are then passed through the 
body of the buckle and the tongue b, of the 
buckle is passed through said loop a, and an 
aperture in the strap. The free end of the 
strap A, is then introduced into the box loop 
D, of the strap B, after which the ends of the 
legs h, are also passed into the said loop, When 
the shield will be firmly retained in position; 
the tendency of the ends of the said legs h, to 
spring away from the straps serving to in 
crease the friction between the same and the 
box loop so as to prevent a casual disengage 
ment of the legs from the loop. 

It will be readily seen by reference to the 
drawings that a shield such as described will 
serve to hold the tongueb, of the buckle firmly 
against the bar thereof so as to prevent said 
tongue from being caught in a netting, the 
horse's hair, or a cover; and it will also be 
seen that the shield will effectually prevent a 
casual disconnection of the straps A, B. Fur 
thermore it will be seen that the shield will 
hold a cover, netting, or the like, away from 
the buckle so as to permit of a free movement 
of the connected straps within the cover or 
netting without danger of the buckle being 
caught in the same. 
Although I have specifically described the 

construction and relative arrangement of the 
several parts of my improved shield in order 
to impart a full and clear understanding of 
the same, I do not desire to be understood as 
confining myself to such construction and ar 
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rangement as I reserve the right to make such 
changes or modifications in practice as fairly 
fall within the scope of my invention. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim is 
1. As an improved article of manufacture, 

a buckle shield formed from a single piece of 
Wire and comprising a loop a, adapted to en 
gage the tongue of a buckle, the strap engag 
ing loop g, formed by twisting the branches 
of the wire and bending them in a plane at 
right angles to the plane of the loop a, and 
crossing them, and the branches or legs h, 
formed by the end portions of the wire and 
extending in the same general direction from 
the loop g, as the loop a, and adapted to rest 
on the opposite side of a strap or piece of har 
ness with respect to said loop a substantially 
as and for the purpose set forth. 

502,05? 

2. In a harness, the combination with a strap 
A, and a strap B, carrying a buckle adapted 
to engage the strap A, and a box loop adapted 
to receive the free portion of said strap A,; of 
the buckle shield comprising a loop a, adapted 
to engage the tongue of the buckle, a loop g, 
connected with loop a, and adapted to em 
brace the strap A, and branches or legs h, 
connected with the loop g and arranged on 
the opposite side of the piece of harness, with 
respect to the loop a, and extending in the 
same general direction as said loop a, so as to 
take into the box loop of the strap B, substan 
tially as and for the purpose set forth. 

FREDERICIK. L. THOMPSON. 
Witnesses: 

IKIMSEY T. RICHARDS, 
WALTER. T. WATTLES. 
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