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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoszpriNne MoLizr, a
subject of the King of Norway, residing at
East Somerville, in the county of Middlesex,
State of Massachusetts, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Sifi-
ing-Shovels; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertaing to make and use the same.

This invention relates to shovels, and
more especially what is preferably termed a
sifting shovel.

The principal object of the invention is
to provide an improved form of shovel
which may be used for sifting ashes.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a shovel of the character described with
a cover adapted to be folded back so that
the shovel may be used as an ordinary coal
shovel.

The invention further consists of certain
novel details of arrangement and combina-
tions of parts hereinafter fully described,
illustrated in the accompanying drawings,
and specifically pointed out 1n the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, like char-
acters of reference indicate like parts in the
several views, and:—Figure 1 is a perspec-
tive view of a shovel constructed in accord-
ance with this invention, the cover being
shown closed. ¥ig. 2 is a similar view with
the cover shown as open. Fig. 3 is a per-
spective view showing the bottom of the
shovel. Tig. 4 is a detail section taken lon-
gitudinally of the shovel in the central plane
and at the forward end thereof. Fig. 51isa
view similar to Fig. 4 showing the cover in
open position.

The numeral 10 indicates the bottom of
the shovel which is provided with a central
aperture 11 wherein is held a wire cloth 12
to form the sifter. The shovel bottom is
provided with upturned edges 13 preferably
arranged at right angles to said bottom and
having the forward edges thereef curved
as shown at 14.

Rigidly secured to the back of the shovel
is a cover plate 15 to the forward edge of
which is hinged a plate 16 having a plate
17 similarly hinged to its forward edge.
The free end of the plate 17 is hent to fit
over the curved portions of the sides as at
14 and centrally hinged on the edge of this

plate is a spring catch 18 adapted to fit into
a depression 19 formed by stamping the
metal of the bottom 10 at a point adjacent
its forward edge. The plate 17 is prefer-
ably formed of a resilient metal so that the
catch may properly engage the depression
19. In ovder to hold the cover open the
plates ave so proportioned as to length that
the catch 18 engages beneath the forward
edge of the plate 15 when the plate 16 is
folded back on that plate and the plate 17
folded forward oun the plate 16. The catch
18 is provided with a beaded end 20 which
engages over the hinge between the plates
15 and 16, as shown in Fig. 5.

The shovel is further provided with the
usual handle 21 having an opening 22 there-
in to afford means to suspend the shovel
from a nail or the like.

In using this device, the ashes and cinders
are picked up in the shovel and the cover
brought forward so that the catch 18 en-
gages the depression 19. The shovel is then
moved to and fro like an ordinary ash sifter
and the ashes sifted, the cinders remaining
in the shovel. I is to be noted that this can
be done with the shovel in the stove so that
it 1s not necessary to carry away any of the
mixed ashes and cinders but the same may
be separated at the stove, the cinders re-
turned to the fire and the ashes alone re-
moved.

It is further to be noted that by means
of the arrangement of the cover with two
parts or leaves the same can be held posi-
tively open so that it will not fall forward
while using the shovel as a coal shovel.

It is obvious that minor changes may be
made in the form and construction of the
invention without departing from the ma-
terial principles therecf. It is not therefore
desired to confine the invention to the exact
form herein shown but it is wished to in-
clude all such as properly come within its
seope.

Having thus deseribed the invention, what
I claim as new, is:—

1. In a device of the kind described, a
shovel, a cover leaf hinged thereto, a second
cover leaf hinged to the free edge of the
first mentioned cover leaf, and a single catch
to hold said cover leaves in open or closed
positions.

2. In a device of the kind described, a
shovel, a cover leaf hinged thereto, a second
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cover leaf hinged to the free edge of the first | In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-
mentioned cover leaf, a catch on the free | ture, in presence of two witnesses.

edge of the last mentioned cover leaf adapt- JOSEPHINE MOLLER
ed to engage the forward edge of the shovel N
to hold the same in closed position, and a | Witnesses:

hinge of the first mentioned cover leaf to CaTHERINE (QUIGLEY,

liold the cover in open position. Jomx H. Forrmrt.




