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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Fraxs Epwarp For-
SELL, a citizen of the United States, and a
resident of Providence, in the county of
Providence and State of Rhode Island, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Lingerie-Clasps, of which the fol-
Jowing is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion. »

Among the principal objects which th
present invention has in view are: to pro-
vide a clasp of the character mentioned with
fastening means easily released when de-
sired; to provide a fastening for the said
article which avoids being accidentally re-
leased ; to avoid marring the delicate fabric
when removed from the shoulder straps in
conjunction with which they are used; to
provide an enlarged opening for the fabric
when entering the clasp; to prolong the
useful life of the article; and to provide an
article of the character mentioned which is
simple and cheap of construction.

Drawings.

Figure 1 is a pictorial view showing an
article of the character mentioned construct-
ed in accordance with the present invention,
disposed as in service.

Tig. 2 is an edge view of a clasp con-
structed in accordance with the present in-
vention.

Fig. 3 is a top view of the same.

Fig. 4 is an edge view of the same, shown
in its inactive or open position.

Fig. 5 is an end view on enlarged scale
showing the disposition of the lapped-lock-
ing members when the article is closed.

Tig. 6 is an edge view of a modified form
of a clasp constructed in accordance with
the modified form of the invention.

Fig. 7 is a top view of the same.

Fig. 8 is an end view on enlarged scale

showing the disposition of the lapped or
locking members of the modified form of
the article.

Description.

Heretofore lingerie clasps have been made
which provide overturned ends for mutual
engagement. To disengage these ends it is
necessary to swing the side members of the
article laterally until the ends disengage.
In doing this the metal of which the article
is constructed is strained at the bend thereof,
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which weakens the resiliency of the metal at
this point. A further objection exists in
that after the locking ends have become dis-
engaged, the edges of the locking ends are
inturned primarily to engage each other, but
unless deliberately spread at quite a distance
the overturned edges opervate to engage or
snag the fabric of the straps to fasten which
they have been engaged. Primarily, the
purpose of the present invention is to par-
ticularly avoid the objections set forth.

As seen in the drawings clasps when con-
structed in accordance with the present in-
vention have hook extensions 15.  As shown
best in Fig. 5, the extensions 15 each extend
beyond the medial line of the spring sides
16 and 17 with which they are associated into
the path, each of the other. Also it will be
observed in said Fig. 5 the extensions 15 are
inclined to the perpendicular central planes
of the clagp. Sliding surfaces are thereby
provided on each of the extensions which
operate mutually as cam surfaces for de-
flecting the said extensions until they pass
each other, when direct closure pressure is
applied thereto. The resiliency of the body
at the bend 18 operates to swing the exten-
sions inte locking position without further
effort or direction on the part of the oper-
ator. When released the extensions are held
by the inclined lapped surfaces thereof and
by the pressure exerted thereon by the re-
siliency of the sides 16 and 17.

The mors material, within reasonable lim-
its, which is placed between the sides 16 and
17, the greater the security of the locked
or engaged extensions 15.

When it is desired to release the clasp the
operator may move the free ends of the sides
16 and 17 in the direction which releases the
extensions 15 from each other. In this op-
eration the inclination of the engaged sur-
faces codperate and assist to the end that
the extensions easily slide to a position where
the resiliency of the sides 16 and 17 and of
the bend 18 can spring the said sides open.

As is best shown in Fig. 4 of the draw-
ings the curvature of the sides 17 is suffi-
cient to separate the extensions 15 and 16
so that the material which has been held
in the clasp can be easily removed from said
clasp endwise thereof. It will also be noted
that when the clasp is being drawn from
the material or the material 1s being drawn
from the clasp there are no inturned edges or
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ends to entangle or snag the material form-
ing the shoulder straps, for which these
clasps are generally used. :

In Figs. 6, 7 and 8, a modified form of the
invention is shown. The modification con-
sists in providing the hook-like extensions

~ 19 which are disposed in a plane perpendic-
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ular to the central plane of the clasp. The
rounded edges 20 of the said extensions op-
erate to deflect each of the said extensions
when and as the same engage during the
closure of the opening ends of the clasp. The
“set” of the resilient body or the sides 16 and
17 thereof is such that the extensions 19 are
drawn together in clasped relation as shown
best in Fig. 8 of the drawings.-

Claims.

- 1. An article as characterized comprising
a body portion having cobperating clasp
sides united by a bent resilient portion and
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having at the free ends outwardly projected
hook-like extensions adapted to be mutually
engaged when said free ends are pressed to-
gether, said extensions being disposed in
parallel planes, said planes being similarly
inclined to the central vertical plane of said
article.

2. An article as characterized comprising
a body portion having coéperating clasp
sides united by a bent resilient portion and
having at the free ends outwardly projected
hook-like extensions adapted to be mutually
engaged when said free ends are pressed to-
gether, said extensions having engaging sur-
faces, said surfaces being inclined to the
vertical planes of the body of said article,
whereby the pressure of the spring sides
maintain the engaged relation of said ex-
tensions.
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