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To all whom it may concern; 
Be it known that I, EDWARD JABs, a sub 

ject of the Emperor of Russia, residing at 
ElemWood Park, in the county of Cook and 
State of Illinois, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Printing 
Frames, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
My invention relates to printing frames 

and has for its primary object the provision 
of improved means for accurately position 
ing a rubber stamp or similar device with 
respect to a card, sheet or other printing 
surface on which an impression is to be 
made. 
A further object of the invention is the 

provision of an improved stamp guide which 
shall be yieldable horizontally to permit os 
cillation of the stamp during the printing 
action without causing blurring of the im 
pression made upon the card. 
A further object of my invention is the 

provision of guiding means for the card be 
ing printed upon and guiding means for the 
stamp being used, f of which guiding 
means shall be adjustable as hereinafter de 
scribed. 

Further objects and advantages of the in 
vention will become apparent from the foll 
lowing description taken in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawings. 
In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a top plan view of my inven 

tion with a portion broken away to disclose 
parts below; 

Fig. 2 is a 
tion; 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary side elevation; 
Fig. 4 is a section approximately on line 

4-4 of Fig. 3; . - 
Fig. 5 is a fragmentary section on line 

5-5 of Fig. 1; , 
Fig. 6 is a fragmentary section taken ap 

proximately on line 6-6 of Fig. 3. 
Reference numeral 10 indicates a base pro 

vided with a platen ill comprising prefer 
ably a thick layer of rubber such as is suit 
able for supporting a card or sheet upon 
which an impression is to be made from a 

front elevation of my inven 

rubber stamp. The base may be apertured 
to receive an inking pad 12 operated by 
means of a handle 13, the pad 12 fitting the 
base as a drawer fits a table. The platen 11 is preferably square and is contained with 
in a square ridge 14 projecting upward from 

traverses the platen 11. 

the base and having its upper edge flush 
With the top of the platen. Spanning the 
platen and in contact with its upper surface 
is a card guide 15 provided at one end with 
a finger I6 which depends from the card 60 
guide and overlies one reach of ridge 14. A 
similar finger 17 depends from the opposite . . . 
end of card guide i5 and overlies the oppo 
side reach of ridge 14. The preferred con 
struction of finger 17 is illustrated in Fig. 
6 where it will be seen that finger 17 is 
slightly spaced from ridge 14 and carries a 
Spring 18 which, by means of a set screw 19 threaded into the finger 17 may be cam 
bered into engagement with the outer sur 
face of ridge 14 to secure card guide 15 in 
engagement with the platen. 
construction it will be seen that card guide 15 may be adjusted horizontally to any posi 
tion between the front and back of platen 
11. As seen in Fig. 5 card guide 15 is hol 
low and provided with a longitudinal slot 
21. A card stop 22 is apertured as at 23 to 
receive the card guide 15 and carries a set 
screw 24 which traverses the slot 21 and is 
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threaded into a traveling nut 25 fitting the 
hollow portion of the card guide. The lower 
Surfaces of card guide 15 and card stop 
22 lie flush with the upper surface of platen 
11. Preferably the stop 22 lies at right 
angles to the forward surface of card guide 
15. Inasmuch as the card guide and the 
card stop are both adjustable horizontally it 
Will be seen that a card may be positioned 
with any desired portion of its surface con 
veniently adjacent to the center of platen 
11. Positioned directly over card guide 15 
and having its forward surface normally 
alined therewith is a stamp guide 26 which 

The mounting for 
stamp guide 26 comprises a post 27 posi 
tioned at One corner of base 10 and carry 
ing an arm 28 which extends preferably to 
the median line of the platen 11 and at its 
inner end is T shaped, the portion 29, Fig. 
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3, of arm 28 being substantially coextensive 
with stamp guide 26 and card guide 15. 
The mounting of arm 28 comprises a screw 
rod 31 swiveled in the upper portion of 
post 27 and depending into a vertical slot 105 
formed in the post, an arm carrier 32. 
threaded upon rod 31 and a wing nut 33. 
The carrier, 82 overlaps post 27 on oppo 
site sides of its vertical slot. By rotation 
of rod 31 the elevation of arm 28 may be 110 



10 

5 

20 

25 

justment. 
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adjusted and by employing wing nut 33 the 
carrier 32 may be locked in any vertical ad 
The stamp guide 26 comprises preferably 

a channel shaped bar fitting about the upper 
and lower surfaces of the portion 29 of 
arm 28 and slidably supported thereon by 
a pair of studs 34, coil springs 35 being in 
terposed between the f" and the stamp guide 
to force the stamp guide normally to the 
forward limit of movement of studs 34 
preferably the studs are fixed in the stamp 
guide 26 and slidably engage the 29. 
The inner end of arm 28 is pierced to pro 

vide a bearing for an adjustable stop rod 36 
which parallels the portion 29 of arm 28 
and lies rearwardly thereof in substantially 
the same horizontal plane. The stop rod is 
fixed in position in the arm 28 by means of 
a set screw 37 and carries a stamp stop 38 
which is channeled to span stamp guide 26 
and may be longitudinally adjusted with re 
spect to the stamp guide. A set screw 39 
binds stamp stop 38 in any desired position 
longitudinally of stop rod 36. As illus 
trated best in Fig. 3, it will be seen that 
stamp guide 26 and stamp stop 38 are spaced 
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above platen 11 substantially the same dis 
tance. In adjusting the machine for use the 
card stop 22 and stamp stop 38 are prefer 
ably positioned on opposite sides of the 
center of the arm 28 where it engages its T 
portion 29. 
In the operation of my invention a card, 

illustrated in dotted lines at 41 in Fig. 1, is 
laid upon platen 11 with its left-hand end 
against card stop 22 and its rear edge 
against card guide 15 the stop and guide 
operating together to position the card with 
its edges parallel to stamp guide 26. It 
being desired to impress the type centrally 
on card 41 the arm 28 is adjusted forwardly 
or backwardly to so position stamp guide 26 
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that, when the side of the rubber stamp is 
against the stamp guide, the type will be 
central between the front and back edges of 
the card. Following this the stamp stop 38 
is so adjusted transversely of the platen that 
a proper spacing of the type between the 
left and right edges of the positioned card 
is secured. As is well known, a rubber 
stamp generally requires Oscillation of its 
handle while the type is in engagement with 
the card in order that a well inked impres 
sion may be left. Were the stamp guide 26 
rigidly mounted upon a 29 oscillation of the 
stamp handle, which would normally be 
from top to bottom, viewing Fig. 1, that is 
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from back to front, would cause a blurred 
impression to be left on the card by reason 
of the fact that the stamp itself would act as 
a lever, the power applied at the top of the 
handle being fulcrumed against the face of 
stamp guide 26 and the type being moved 
backwardly and forwardly with respect to 

1,258,118 

the card. In order to prevent such lever 
action in the stamp I provide the yielding 
relation between stamp guide 26 and 29 
through the medium of the springs 35. By 
this means the rolling or oscillating of the 
lubber stamp merely moves the guide 
slightly toward and from the T leaving the 
type stationary with respect to the card 41 
and the card stationary in its position 
against guide 15 and stop 22. The result is 
a clear impression made by the customary 
oscillating movement of the handle of the 
stamp. If desired the stamp stop 38 may 
he positioned to the left of arm 28, as shown 
in dotted lines at Fig. 1, and obviously card 
stop 22 may be positioned at any desired 
point throughout the length of card 
guide 15. 
While I have illustrated and described the 

preferred embodiment of my invention it is 
obvious that one skilled in the art might 
construct modifications thereof without de 
parting from the spirit of the invention. I 
wish therefore not to be confined to the pre 
cise embodiment shown except in so far as 
the same is limited in the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. The combination with a platen, of card positioning means engaging the upper sur 

face of the platen and adjustable to position 
the card at any point upon the surface of 
the platen, and an adjustable stamp guide 
spaced above said platen and adjacent to the 
said positioning means. - 

2. The combination with a platen, of ad 
justable card positioning means engaging 
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the upper surface thereof, and an adjustable 
stamp guide mounted above said platen and 
remote therefrom and adjacent to the card 
positioning means. 

3. In a printing frame the combination 
with a platen, card positioning means there 

05 

on, and an adjustable stamp stop above the 
platen, of a stamp guide positioned at an 
angle to said stamp stop and mounted to 
yield in a direction parallel with the surface 
of said platen. . . 

4. In a printing frame the combination 
with a platen, card positioning means upon 
the same, and an adjustable stamp stop 
above the platen, of a stamp guide adjust 
ably positioned above the platen and remote 
therefrom, said guide being parallel to one 
of the members of said card positioning 
means and yieldingly mounted to give in a 
direction parallel to the plane of the platen. 

5. In a printing frame the combination 
with a rectangular base having a ridge about 
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its edges, of a platen contained in said 
ridge, a card guide spanning said platen, 
and in contact therewith, a card stop car 
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ried by the guide, adjustable longitudinally 
thereof and in contact with the platen. 

6. In a printing frame the combination 
with a base and a platen carried thereby, of 
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a card guide traversing said platen and 
overlapping the edges of said base, one of 
said overlapping ends carrying a plate of 
spring metal interposed between said end 
and the base, and a set screw threaded lat 
erally into said end and bearing against the 
outer surface of said plate. 

7. In a printing frame the combination 
with a platen, card positioning means and 
a stamp stop, of an elongated arm spaced 
above and traversing the platen, and a stamp 
guide yieldingly linolunted upon said arm 
and movable in a plane parallel to said 
platen. 

S. In a printing frame the combination 
with a platen, card positioning means there 
oil, and a stamp stop above the platen, of an 
arm traversing said platen, a stamp guide 
novably supported by and laterally of Said 
arm and parallel therewith, and springs in 
terposed between said arm and plate. 

9. In a printing frame the combination 
with a platen of an arm spaced above and 
travelsing the platen and having upper and 

5 lower horizontal surfaces, a channel shaped 
Stanlp guide carried thereby the side webs 
of which overlap said upper and lower sur 
faces, studs carried by the guide and slid 
ably engaging apertures provided in the 
arlin, and springs interposed between said 
arm and guide. 

10. A printing frame comprising a platen, 
a support at one corner thereof, a T shaped 
arm mounted in said post for vertical ad 
justment and having an offset shank, the T 
of said arm traversing said platen, a stop 
rod adjustably mounted in said arm and 
paralleling the T thereof, a stamp guide 
yieldingly carried by the T, and a stamp 
stop adjustable longitudinally of said rod, 
Overlapping said guide and projecting for 
Wardly of the guide. - - 

11. In a printing frame the combination 
with a platen having parallel sides, of a card 

45 guide traversing the platen in contact there 

with and standing at right angles to said 
parallel sides, a card stop carried by the 
card guide, adjustable longitudinally there 
of and protruding at right angles thereto, 
a supporting arm spaced above the platen 
and traversing the same, a stamp guide 
paralleling said card guide and yieldable in 
a plane parallel to the platen, and a stamp 
stop adjustable longitudinally of said guide 
and protruding at right angles thereto. 

12. In a printing frame the combination 
With a platen having parallel sides of a card 
guide traversing the platen in contact there 
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with and standing at right angles to said 
parallel sides, a card stop carried by the 
card guide adjustable longitudinally there 
of and protruding at right angles thereto, 
a supporting arm spaced above the platen 
and traversing the Salme, a stamp guide 
paralleling said card guide and yieldable in 
a plane parallel to the platen, and a stamp 
stop adjustable longitudinally of said stamp 
guide and protruding at right angles thereto, 
said arm being adjustable longitudinally of 
the parallel sides of said platen. 

13. In a printing frame the combination 
with a platen having parallel sides of a card 
guide traversing the platen in contact there 
with and standing at right angles to said 
parallel sides, a card stop carried by the 
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card guide adjustable longitudinally there 
of and protruding at right angles thereto, a 
supporting arm Spaced above the platen and 
traversing, the same, a stamp guide paral 
leling said card guide and yieldable in a 
plane parallel to the platen, and a stamp 
stop adjustable longitudinally of said stamp 
guide and protruding at right angles there 
to, said arm being adjustable longitudinally 
of the parallel sides of said platen and being 
adjustable toward and from the platen. 
In testimony whereof I have affixed my 

signature. 
EDWARD JABS. 

Gopies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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