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ABSTRACT OF THE DES CL3SJRE 
An inexpensive flexible plastic trim member for use 

as a baseboard or as a decorative casing or molding 
around doors or windows, which trim can be detachably 
Snapped onto a longitudinal tubular plastic mounting ele 
ment secured to the wall, and which novel detachable 
trim member is designed to flex to automatically accom 
modate uneven or offset jamb and frame junctures to 
cover and hide the same, thereby enhancing the finished 
appearance of the room. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the invention 

The present invention relates to the building and con 
struction art, and more particularly to an improved base 
board or casing assembly for use in room interiors. 

Description of the prior art 
The baseboard and casement members utilized as orna 

mental wall trim in building interiors are ordinarily 
formed of wood and are nailed or otherwise permanently 
secured in place. Obviously such conventional trim mem 
bers cannot be readily temporarily removed when it is 
desired to paint or thoroughly clean the room, or quickly 
and easily replaced in the event they become scratched 
or marred. Further disadvantages of conventional wooden 
wall trim are that it is costly to manufacture and install, 
and requires extensive care and frequent refinishing. More 
over, woodwork is Subject to shrinkage and expansion 
in response to varying climatic and temperature condi 
tions, as Well as warpage and deterioration resulting from 
age. In addition, conventional wooden trim members are 
rigid and cannot be flexed to accommodate uneven or 
offset wall and frame or jamb connections, with the result 
that there are unsightly gaps or clearances between said 
trim and the adjacent surface. 

Heretofore there have been a number of attempts to 
provide building finish trim which is removable, with the 
attendant advantages hereinabove mentioned, but most 
of said prior removable trim assemblies have utilized spe 
cially-formed metallic clips and complementary aligned 
receiving elements and Such devices have proven too con 
plex and expensive for widespread acceptance and use 
in the industry. Examples of such prior trim assemblies 
are disclosed in the following U.S. patents: Gerspacher 
No. 2,441,698; Bennett No. 2,134,393; Hale No. 2,878,- 
845; Marshall No. 2,346,264; Bensman No. 2,887,739; 
Goldsmith No. 2,604.776; and Wollaeger No. 2,203,119. 

In addition to the fact that the detachable trim mem 
bers heretofore designed have been too expensive and in 
convenient to use, or have otherwise proven unsatisfac 
tory for their intended purpose, none of said prior trim 
members has been formed of a spring-like flexible mate 
rial which permits said trim to be utilized as a self-ad 
justing casing to cover offset wall and frame abutments. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a novel plastic base 
board or casing assembly wherein the trim element is 
adapted to be detachably snapped onto an elongated tubul 
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lar member secured to the wall, the detachable mounting 
of said trim permitting it to be quickly and easily tempo 
rarily removed when it is desired to paint the wall, there 
by eliminating the possibility of said trim being spattered 
with paint, or it can be removed when it is desired to 
thoroughly wash or sanitize the room. In addition, said 
novel snap-on trim member is formed of a flexible ma 
terial and is spring-like in design to automatically com 
pensate for uneven wall and frame connections to en 
hance the smooth, aesthetic appearance of the trim. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

a new and improved baseboard or casement which can 
be provided with attractive simulated wood grain finishes 
or other ornamentation of desired color and style, which 
finish trim greatly enhances the decorative appearance of 
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A further object is to provide a novel plastic base 
board or casing member which is durable and long-last 
ing, and which is not easily marred or Scratched. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a novel 

Snap-on wall trim assembly which can be installed quick 
ly and easily by relatively unskilled workmen without the 
use of any special tools or equipment. 
A further object is to provide a new and improved wall 

trim which is free from visible attaching means such as 
filled nail holes and the like. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a novel 

plastic wall trim which can be readily cut to desired 
lengths. 
A further object is to provide a new and improved in 

terior wall trim assembly formed entirely of plastic or 
similar relatively inexpensive material, which trim can 
be manufactured for Substantially less cost than conven 
tional wooden or metal trim. 
A still further object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a decorative wall trim which can be employed ei 
ther as a casement or molding or as a baseboard and 
which, when it is utilized as a baseboard, can be remova 
bly mounted on a conventional electrical wiring conduit 
secured to the wall. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

In the accompanying drawing, wherein the same refer 
ence numerals designate the same or similar parts in all 
of the views: 

F.G. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of the new 
decorative wall trim assembly in its installed condition; 

FIG. 2 is a vertical sectional view showing the trim 
member in position to be mounted on a wall; 

FIG. 3 is a similar vertical sectional view showing said 
trim assembly installed on a flat wall surface, said view 
being taken along line 3-3 of FIG. 1; and 

FiG. 4 is a vertical sectional view showing said trim 
assembly mounted over an offset wall and frame juncture. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring now more particularly to the drawing, the 
novel wall trim assembly comprising the present invention 
includes an elongated finish trim element 10 which can 
be utilized as either a baseboard or as a casing or mold 
ing around door or window frames, or other appurte 
nances. Said trim inember is preferably formed of poly 
vinyl chloride or similar low cost plastic material which 
is not only tough and durable but which provides a spring 
like flexibility and resiliency, the purpose of which will 
become apparent hereinafter. 

Said trim element 0 includes a body 11 having its 
upper portion curved gradually inwardly, as shown, and 
which terminates in a top longitudinal edge 12. Extend 
ing transversely inwardly on and along the bottom of said 
body is a base flange 3 having a longitudinal edge 14. 
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said base flange normally being disposed at a slight up 
Ward angle a when said trim element is not installed on 
an offset wall and frame mounting. With respect to the 
references herein to the top and bottom of said trim ele 
ment, incidentally, it is to be understood that the dec 
orative wall trim comprising the present invention can be 
mounted either horizontally or vertically, depending upon 
its intended use, and the invention is not to be limited or 
confined in this respect. Said terms of reference are in 
tended merely to facilitate a clear understanding of the 
structure as it is illustrated in the drawing. 

Intermediate the height of the trim body 11 is an 
inwardly-projecting longitudinal rib or neck 16, and 
formed integrally on the inner, free end thereof is a C 
shaped clamping element 17 which is substantially co 
extensive with said trim member. As will be seen in the 
drawing, said clamping element 17 does not extend in 
Wardly as far as the body top and bottom edges 12, 14. 
The mounting element utilized in the illustrated em 

bodiment of the present invention comprises an elongated 
strip 18 of relatively rigid plastic or other suitable low 
cost but durable material which is fastened to the wall 
22 or other surface by means of a plurality of spaced 
screws 21 or other fasteners, there preferably being screw 
receiving apertures spaced along the length of said strip. 
Formed integrally on and along the lower margin of said 
strip 18 is a coextensive tubular protrusion 19 having an 
exterior diameter slightly greater than the normal inner 
diameter of the aforementioned C-shaped clamping ele 
ment 7. 
With reference now more particularly to FIGS. 1-3 of 

the drawing, when it is desired to install the trim assembly 
comprising the present invention on a fiat wall surface, 
as the trim member 10 is to be utilized as a baseboard, 
the elongated mounting strip 18 is first secured in posi 
tion on the wall 22 in desired spaced relationship to the 
floor. As hereinabove described, said strip can be attached 
to the wall by spaced screws 21 or other suitable fastening 
CaS. 

The trum member 10 is next positioned adjacent said 
mounting strip with the C-shaped clamping element 7 
on said trim member aligned with and facing the elon 
gated tubular protrusion 19 (FIG. 2) on said strip. The 
trim member 10 is then manually urged inwardly toward 
the wall to cause said C-shaped clamping element 17 to 
Snap onto and around said tubular mounting member, the 
spring-like resiliency of the flexible plastic material allow 
ing said clamping element legs to separate sufficiently to 
permit said tubular member to be removably clamped 
therebetween. As said trim member is snapped into posi 
tion on said tubular mounting element 19 the top and 
bottom longitudinal edges 12, 14 of said trim member 
pressurably bear against the inwardly adjacent wall sur 
face 22, the resulting spring tension causing said trim 
member to flex somewhat and providing a snug fit against 
said wall surface with no unsightly gaps or spaces there 
between. 
To remove the novel trim comprising the present in 

vention the member 11 can be grasped and manually 
pulled outwardly away from the wall to forcibly disengage 
the yieldable clamping element 7 from the tubular 
mounting member 19. If said trim cannot be readily 
grasped a tool or pry may be inserted between said trim 
and the wall, and leverage applied to snap said trim free 
of its mounting. As hereinabove mentioned, when it is 
desired to paint the wall the removable nature of the 
present trim is a decided advantage over conventional 
non-removable baseboard and casing members, the de 
tachment and removal of said trim eliminating the possi 
bility of paint being splattered or running down thereon. 
Moreover, said snap-on trim assembly is advantageous in 
hospitals, nursing homes, sanitariums, and hotels and 
motels, wherein sanitation is essential and wherein the re 
movable nature of said trim permits thorough cleaning 
and disinfecting of the room. After the wall has been 
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4. 
painted or cleaned the trim can be quickly and easily re 
installed merely by again snapping it onto the mounting 
member 19. 
Another important feature of the decorative finish trim 

comprising the present invention is that it can be effec 
tively utilized to cover and hide from view uneven or off 
set lineal junctures between a wall and a window or door 
frame, or between two non-flush frame members, which 
is not uncommon. In such instances, and referring now 
to FIG. 4 of the drawing, if a door frame member 23 
is set back or recessed relative to the wall 22, the casing 
10 may be mounted on the tubular mounting member 19 
fixed to said wall and the spring-like character of said 
casing will cause it to snugly engage both of said Sur 
faces. When thus installed, the casing base flange 3 pres 
surably bears against the forwardly offset surface 22 and 
is biased downwardly to assume a substantially horizontal 
position. The resulting spring tension causes the upper 
portion of said casing to be urged inwardly from its nor 
mal broken line position to a position where the upper 
longitudinal edge 12 thereof pressurably engages the 
recessed frame member 23, the clamping element neck 16 
bowing slightly under said tension, as shown. The result 
is a neat and attractive decorative trim assembly which 
greatly enhances the appearance of the room. 

It is to be understood that while the trim member 10 
featured in the present invention has been illustrated and 
hereinabove described as being detachably mounted on the 
elongated plastic mounting member 19 which is specially 
provided therefor, other comparable tubular mounting 
means could be employed, and the invention is not to be 
limited in this respect. It is contemplated, for example, that 
when said trim is to be utilized as a baseboard it can be 
detachably snapped onto a conventional electric wire con 
duit carried on the wall adjacent the floor, thereby not 
only hiding said conduit from view but also utilizing it in 
the baseboard mounting assembly. Moreover, the remov 
ability of said baseboard permits ready accessibility to the 
electrical conduit if required. The housing of an electrical 
conduit or wiring within a baseboard is not new, of course, 
but the dual use of said conduit both as a housing for 
wires and as an integral part of the baseboard mounting 
assembly is believed to be a new innovation in the build 
ing industry. 
From the foregoing detailed description it will be seen 

that the present invention provides a new and improved 
interior wall trim having a number of advantages over 
conventional baseboard and casing assemblies. The snap 
on trim comprising the present invention is not only 
detachable to permit it to be temporarily removed when 
it is desired to paint or wash the wall, but said trim is char 
acterized by a spring-like flexibility which makes it self 
adjusting to accommodate uneven or offset frame or jamb 
mountings to promote the smooth aesthetic appearance of 
the trim. In addition, said improved trim assembly is 
tough and durable, it can be installed without the use of 
special tools or equipment by relatively unskilled work 
men, it can be readily cut to desired lengths, and it can 
be produced for substantially less cost than conventional 
wooden or metal finish trim. 

While a preferred embodiment of the present invention 
has been illustrated and described herein, numerous varia 
tions or modifications will undoubtedly occur to those 
skilled in the art. What is intended to be covered is not 
only the form of the invention hereinabove disclosed, but 
also any and all variations or modifications thereof as may 
come within the spirit of Said invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. A decorative building wall trim assembly, compris 

ing: an elongated tubular mounting member secured to a 
first Surface adjacent the juncture of said surface with a 
second, offset, substantially parallel surface; an elongated 
one-piece trim member formed of spring-like flexible and 
resilient plastic material, said trim member being formed 
in transverse cross section with an arcuate body curved 
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inwardly in partially surrounding relationship to said 
mounting member, said trim having an upper portion ter 
minating in an inwardly-facing top longitudinal edge, and 
having an integral inwardly-extending bottom flange with 
an inwardly-facing inner longitudinal edge; a longi 
tudinally-extending neck element formed on the inner 
surface of said body intermediate its height and project 
ing transversely inwardly therefrom, said neck element 
being flexible and resilient and being adapted to bow under 
tension; a clamping member formed integrally on the inner 
end of said neck element, said clamping member being 
substantially C-shaped in cross section with an inwardly 
facing longitudinal opening which is normally narrower 
than the outer diameter of said tubular mounting mem 
ber, said C-shaped clamping member projecting inwardly 
a distance less than the inwardly-extending longitudinal 
edges of said body upper portion and bottom flange and 
the flexible nature of said trim material permitting the 
legs of said C-shaped clamping member to be yieldingly 
spread apart under tension to removably snappingly en 
gage partially around said tubular mounting member, the 
engagement of said trim clamping member on said tubular 
mounting member resulting in the inner longitudinal edge 
of said trim member bottom flange pressurably abutting 
against said first Surface and causing a tensioned bowing 
of said trim member neck element and deflection of the 
trim member upper portion to a position where the upper, 
inwardly-facing longitudinal edge thereof pressurably 
abuts said offset second surface to cover said juncture 
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from view, the flexible and resilient nature of said trim 
member permitting it to be snappingly disengaged from 
said tubular mounting member and removed when de 
sired. 

2. The wall trim assembly recited in claim 1 wherein 
said flexible trim member is self-adjusting to automatically 
pressurably engage said offset surfaces. 

3. The wall trim assembly recited in claim 1 wherein 
said trim is formed of a plastic material adapted to be cut 
to any desired length. 

4. The wall trim assembly recited in claim 1 wherein 
said tubular mounting member is an electric wire con 
duit. 
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