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(54) Image photographing apparatus

(57) An image photographing apparatus includes a
main body (100), a first button manipulation unit (110)
placed on the main body (100) to be used in a high angle

photographing operation, a second button manipulation
unit (120) placed on the main body (100) to be used in a
low angle photographing operation, and a rotatably
mounted gripping unit (200).
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

�[0001] The present general inventive concept relates
to an image photographing apparatus, such as a cam-
corder, a motion image camera, a still camera, or the like.

2. Description of the Related Art

�[0002] As illustrated in FIG. 1, a conventional image
photographing apparatus has a main body 10 and a hand
grip 20 fixed and placed to one side surface of the main
body 10 in a form capable of wrapping the back of a user’s
hand to allow the user to easily grip the image photo-
graphing apparatus in a photographing operation. The
main body 10 includes a zoom button 11 for activating a
T/W zoom function and a still image button 13 for photo-
graphing a still image on an upper surface thereof. Ad-
ditionally, the main body 10 includes a motion image but-
ton 15 for photographing a motion image and a power
switch 17 on a rear surface thereof.
�[0003] In a high angle photographing operation, the
conventional image photographing apparatus as de-
scribed above is grasped by inserting the user’s hand
into the hand grip 20 in the form that the back of the user’s
hand is wrapped therein and then grips the main body
10. Accordingly, user’s fingers are in contact with the
zoom button 11, still image button 13, and motion image
button 15, and thus it is easy to manipulate buttons. To
take a comfortable posture while changing into a low an-
gle photographing operation from the high angle photo-
graphing operation, the user should remove the user’s
hand from the hand grip 20 and then again grasp the
hand grip 20. Furthermore, to change into the high angle
photographing operation from the low angle photograph-
ing operation, the user should also remove the user’s
hand from the hand grip 20 and then again grasp the
hand grip 20. Accordingly, a problem may occur in that
when the user changes the photographing angle of the
image photographing apparatus, it is difficult to continu-
ously photograph. Also, a problem may arise in that, since
user’s fingers, particularly the forefinger and middle fin-
ger, are in contact with a front surface of the main body
10 when changing into a low angle photographing oper-
ation from the high angle photographing operation, it is
impossible to manipulate the zoom button 11, still image
button 13, and motion image button 15 which are placed
on the upper and rear surfaces of the main body 10. Ad-
ditionally, when the buttons are manipulated using the
thumb, it is difficult to grip the main body 10 stably.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

�[0004] The present general inventive concept provides
an image photographing apparatus, which allows a user

to photograph freely while changing a position of the us-
er’s hand according a photographing angle that the user
wants to use while grasping or gripping the apparatus.
�[0005] Additional aspects and utilities of the present
general inventive concept will be set forth in part in the
description which follows and, in part, will be obvious
from the description, or may be learned by practice of
the general inventive concept.
�[0006] The foregoing and/or other aspects and utilities
of the present general inventive concept may be
achieved by providing an image photographing appara-
tus including a main body, a first button manipulation unit
placed on the main body to be used in a high angle pho-
tographing operation, and a second button manipulation
unit placed on the main body to be used in a low angle
photographing operation.
�[0007] The first button manipulation unit may be placed
on at least one of an upper surface and a rear surface of
the main body.
�[0008] The first button manipulation unit may include
a first zoom button to activate a zoom function, a first still
image button to photograph a still image, and a first mo-
tion image button to photograph a motion image.
�[0009] The first zoom button and first still image button
may be adjacent to each other on the upper surface of
the main body.
�[0010] The first motion image button may be placed
on the rear surface of the main body.
�[0011] The second button manipulation unit may be
placed on a front surface of the main body.
�[0012] The second button manipulation unit may in-
clude a second zoom button to activate a zoom function,
and a still/ �motion image button to photograph by selec-
tively switching between a still image and a motion image.
�[0013] The second button manipulation unit may in-
clude a second zoom button to activate a zoom function,
a second still image button to photograph a still image,
and a second motion image button to photograph a mo-
tion image.
�[0014] The image photographing apparatus may fur-
ther include a gripping unit placed on the main body.
�[0015] The gripping unit may be rotatably placed on
the main body.
�[0016] The gripping unit may include a rotary plate ro-
tatably placed on a side surface of the main body, and a
gripping band coupled to the rotary plate.
�[0017] The foregoing and/or other aspects and utilities
of the present general inventive concept are also
achieved by providing an image photographing appara-
tus including a main body, a camera unit mounted in the
main body to photograph a subject, and a gripping unit
rotatably placed on a side surface of the main body. The
main body may include first and second still image but-
tons to photograph a still image, first and second motion
image buttons to photograph a motion image, and first
and second zoom buttons to zoom the subject in or out.
�[0018] The foregoing and/or other aspects and utilities
of the present general inventive concept are also
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achieved by providing an image photographing appara-
tus including a main body, and a camera unit mounted
in the main body to photograph a subject. The main body
may include first and second image buttons to photo-
graph an image, and first and second zoom buttons to
zoom the subject in or out.
�[0019] The first image button may be placed on a rear
surface of the main body, and the second image button
may be placed on a front surface of the main body.
�[0020] The foregoing and/or other aspects and utilities
of the present general inventive concept are also
achieved by providing an image photographing appara-
tus, including a main body having a camera unit, and a
gripping unit rotatably mounted on the main body to rotate
with respect to the main body such that a user can control
the camera unit at different angles of the gripping unit
with respect to the main body
�[0021] The image photographing apparatus may fur-
ther include operating buttons having same functions dis-
posed at a first location and a second location on the
main body with respect to the gripping unit.
�[0022] The user’s hand inserted in the gripping unit
can be in one of a first and second position corresponding
to the first and second locations, and the buttons at the
first and second location having the same function are
disposed to be controlled by the same finger of the user’s
hand.
�[0023] The foregoing and/or other aspects and utilities
of the present general inventive concept are also
achieved by providing an image photographing appara-
tus, including a main body having a camera unit, a grip-
ping unit rotatably mounted on the main body to rotate
with respect to the main body and to define at least a first
and second position on the main body, first and second
buttons having the same functionality disposed at the
first and second positions, respectively, wherein a user’s
hand inserted in the griping unit can selectively operate
one of the first and second buttons without removing his
hand from the gripping unit by rotating his hand with the
gripping unit.
�[0024] The first and second buttons can be disposed
within a distance from the gripping unit such that a user’s
hand inserted into the gripping unit controls the buttons.
�[0025] The first and second buttons each may include
at least one of a zoom button, a still image button, and a
motion image button.
�[0026] The foregoing and/or other aspects and utilities
of the present general inventive concept are also
achieved by providing an image photographing appara-
tus, including a main body, a rotatable grip mounted on
the main body, to rotate between a first grip position and
a second grip position, a first manipulation button dis-
posed on the main body at a position to correspond with
the first grip position, and a second manipulation button
disposed on the main body at a position to correspond
with the second grip position.
�[0027] The first and second grip positions may corre-
spond to high and low image photographing angles, re-

spectively.
�[0028] The first manipulation button may include a first
zoom button to activate a zoom function, and a first pho-
tograph button to photograph an image, and the second
manipulation button may include a second zoom button
to activate a zoom function, and a second photograph
button to photograph an image.
�[0029] Each of the first and second photograph buttons
may include a still image button to photograph a still im-
age and a motion image button to photograph a motion
image.
�[0030] Each of the first and second photograph buttons
can be set to photograph one of a still image and a motion
image.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

�[0031] These and/or other aspects and utilities of the
present general inventive concept will become apparent
and more readily appreciated from the following descrip-
tion of the embodiments, taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings of which:
�[0032] FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating a gen-
eral image photographing apparatus;
�[0033] FIGS. 2A and 2B are perspective views illus-
trating an image photographing apparatus according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present general inven-
tive concept;
�[0034] FIG. 3 is a perspective view illustrating an image
photographing apparatus according to another exempla-
ry embodiment of the present general inventive concept;
and
�[0035] FIGS. 4A and 4B are views illustrating user’s
motions according to photographing angles of the image
photographing apparatus according to an exemplary em-
bodiment of the present general inventive concept, re-
spectively.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

�[0036] Reference will now be made in detail to the em-
bodiments of the present general inventive concept, ex-
amples of which are illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, wherein like reference numerals refer to the
like elements throughout. The embodiments are de-
scribed below in order to explain the present general in-
ventive concept by referring to the figures.
�[0037] FIGS. 2A and 2B are perspective views illus-
trating an image photographing apparatus according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present general inven-
tive concept.
�[0038] As illustrated in FIGS. 2A and 2B, the image
photographing apparatus according to this exemplary
embodiment may include a main body 100, and a griping
unit 200 placed on the main body 100.
�[0039] The main body 100 can be equipped with a cam-
corder, a motion image camera, and/or a still camera,
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which are known in the art. The main body 100 may in-
clude a first button manipulation unit 110 used in a high
angle photographing operation, a second button manip-
ulation unit 120 used in a low angle photographing op-
eration, and a power switch 117.
�[0040] The first button manipulation unit 110 can be
placed on an upper surface 100a and/or a rear surface
100c of the main body 100. The first button manipulation
unit 110 may include a first zoom button 111 to activate
a T/W zoom function, a first still image button 113 to pho-
tograph a still image, and a first motion image button 115
to photograph a motion image. The fist zoom button 111
and first still image button 113 may be adjacent to each
other on the upper surface 110a of the main body 100,
and the first motion image button 115 may be placed on
the rear surface 110c of the main body 100.
�[0041] The second button manipulation unit 120 can
be placed on a front surface 100b of the main body 100.
The front surface 100b may be disposed opposite to the
rear surface 100c or facing an object to be photographed.
The second button manipulation unit 120 may include a
second zoom button 121 to activate the TAN zoom func-
tion, and a still/�motion image button 122 to photograph
by selectively switching between a still image and a mo-
tion image. The still/�motion image button 122 may be
used as a still image button or a motion image button
according to a photographing mode of the image photo-
graphing apparatus. For example, if the image photo-
graphing apparatus is in a still image photographing
mode, the still/ �motion image button 122 may act as a still
image button, and if the image photographing apparatus
is in a motion image photographing mode, the still/ �motion
image button 122 may act as a motion image button.
Alternatively, as illustrated in FIG. 3, in an image photo-
graphing apparatus according to another exemplary em-
bodiment of the present general inventive concept, a sec-
ond button manipulation unit 120 may include a second
zoom button 121 to activate the T/W zoom function, a
second still image button 123 to photograph a still image,
and a second motion image button 125 to photograph a
motion image.
�[0042] The gripping unit 200 may be rotatably placed
on the main body 100. The gripping unit 200 may include
a rotary plate 210 and a gripping band 220.
�[0043] The rotary plate 210 is rotatably placed on one
side surface of the main body 100. The rotary plate 210
can be placed at a rotary axle (not illustrated), which is
an axle that is coupled with the main body 100. The rotary
axle can have a gear structure (not illustrated), so that
the rotary plate 210 is rotated in intervals of a predeter-
mined angle with respect to the main body 100. The rotary
plate 210 can have a thin disk shape. However, the rotary
plate 210 according to embodiments of the present gen-
eral inventive concept is not limited to this shape, but can
be formed in other shapes, such as a polygonal plate or
the like. For example, the rotary plate 210 may be a con-
ventional structure rotatably coupled to a body to rotate
with respect to the body by an angle.

�[0044] The gripping band 220 can be coupled with the
rotary plate 210. The gripping band 220 can adjust a
length thereof, so that a user’s hand 1 can be securely
seated on the main body 100, as illustrated in FIG. 4A.
Also, the gripping band 220 may include a subsidiary
member 221 to wrap across the back of the user’s hand.
�[0045] An image photographing apparatus to photo-
graph a still image and a motion image, according to an-
other exemplary embodiment of the present general in-
ventive concept may include a main body 100, a camera
unit 101 mounted in the main body 100 to photograph a
subject, and a gripping unit 200 rotatably placed on one
side surface of the main body 100. The main body 100
may include first and second still image buttons 113 and
123 to photograph a still image, first and second motion
image buttons 115 and 125 to photograph a motion im-
age, and first and second zoom buttons 111 and 121 to
zoom the subject in or out.
�[0046] An image photographing apparatus according
to still another exemplary embodiment of the present
general inventive concept may include a main body 100,
and a camera unit 101, mounted in the main body 100,
to photograph a subject. The main body 100 includes
first and second image button to photograph an image,
and first and second zoom buttons 111 and 121 to zoom
the subject in or out. The first image button can be placed
on a rear surface 100c of the main body 100, and the
second image button can be placed on a front surface
100b of the main body 100.
�[0047] In the image photographing apparatus accord-
ing to the exemplary embodiment of the present general
inventive concept constructed as described above, the
first button manipulation unit 110 used in a high angle
photographing operation, and the second button manip-
ulation unit 120 used in a low angle photographing op-
eration are placed at appropriate positions of the main
body 100. Accordingly, it is easy to manipulate the but-
tons according to the change of the photographing angle
between the high angle and low angle.
�[0048] Specifically, as illustrated in FIG. 4A, in a high
angle photographing operation, the main body 100 can
be gripped by inserting the user’s hand 1 in the gripping
band 220 and then adjusting the length of the gripping
band 220 according to the size of the user’s hand 1. At
this time, since user’s fingers are in contact with the first
button manipulation unit 110, the first zoom button 111
or the first still image button 113 on the upper surface
100a of the main body 100 can be manipulated using the
forefinger 1b. In addition, the first motion image button
117 on the rear surface 100c of the main body 100 can
be manipulated using the thumb 1a.
�[0049] As illustrated in FIG. 4B, when a photographing
posture is changed to a low angle photographing oper-
ation from the high angle photographing operation, a user
can rotate the gripping unit 200 with the user’s hand 1
inserted in the gripping band 220. Alternatively, when the
photographing posture is changed to the high angle pho-
tographing operation from the low angle photographing
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operation, the user can also rotate the gripping unit 200
with the user’s hand 1 inserted in the gripping band 220.
That is, the user can photograph while freely changing a
position of the user’s hand 1 according the photographing
angle in which the user wants to photograph at, in a con-
dition that a grasping or gripping state of the apparatus
is held. If the photographing posture is changed to the
low angle photographing operation, the user’s fingers
may be in contact with the second button manipulation
unit 120. Accordingly, the second zoom button 121 or
the still/�motion image button 122 can be easily manipu-
lated using the forefinger 1b. At this time, if the still/ �motion
image button 122 is repeatedly pressed, a still image and
a motion image can be selectively switched to be photo-
graphed.
�[0050] As apparent from the foregoing description, ac-
cording to the exemplary embodiments of the present
general inventive concept, the first button manipulation
unit used in a high angle photographing operation, and
the second button manipulation unit used in a low angle
photographing operation are placed at appropriate posi-
tions of the main body. Accordingly, it is easy to manip-
ulate the buttons according to the change of the photo-
graphing angle between the high angle and low angle.
�[0051] Additionally, the user can photograph freely by
changing the position of the user’s hand according the
photographing angle that the user wants to photograph,
in the condition that the gripping state to the apparatus
is held.
�[0052] Although a few embodiments of the present
general inventive concept have been shown and de-
scribed, it will be appreciated by those skilled in the art
that changes may be made in these embodiments with-
out departing from the principles and spirit of the general
inventive concept, the scope of which is defined in the
appended claims and their equivalents.

Claims

1. An image photographing apparatus, comprising:�

a main body;
a first button manipulation unit placed on the
main body to be used in a high angle photo-
graphing operation; and
a second button manipulation unit placed on the
main body to be used in a low angle photograph-
ing operation.

2. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
first button manipulation unit is placed on at least
one of an upper surface and a rear surface of the
main body.

3. The apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein the
first button manipulation unit comprises:�

a first zoom button to activate a zoom function;
a first still image button to photograph a still im-
age; and
a first motion image button to photograph a mo-
tion image.

4. The apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein the
first zoom button and first still image button are ad-
jacent to each other on the upper surface of the main
body.

5. The apparatus as claimed in claim 4, wherein the
first motion image button is placed on the rear sur-
face of the main body.

6. The apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein the
second button manipulation unit is placed on a front
surface of the main body.

7. The apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein the
second button manipulation unit comprises: �

a second zoom button to activate a zoom func-
tion;
a second still image button to photograph a still
image; and
a second motion image button to photograph a
motion image.

8. The apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein the
second button manipulation unit comprises: �

a second zoom button to activate a zoom func-
tion; and
a still/ �motion image button to photograph by se-
lectively switching between a still image and a
motion image.

9. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, further com-
prising:�

a gripping unit placed on the main body.

10. The apparatus as claimed in claim 9, wherein the
gripping unit is rotatably placed on the main body.

11. The apparatus as claimed in claim 10, wherein the
gripping unit comprises: �

a rotary plate rotatably placed on a side surface
of the main body; and
a gripping band coupled to the rotary plate.

12. An image photographing apparatus to photograph a
still image and a motion image, the apparatus com-
prising:�

a main body;
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a camera unit mounted in the main body to pho-
tograph a subject; and
a gripping unit rotatably placed on a side surface
of the main body,

wherein the main body comprises:�

first and second still image buttons to photo-
graph a still image;
first and second motion image buttons to pho-
tograph a motion image; and
first and second zoom buttons to zoom the sub-
ject in or out.

13. An image photographing apparatus comprising:�

a main body; and
a camera unit mounted in the main body to pho-
tograph a subject,

wherein the main body comprises: �

first and second image buttons to photograph
an image; and
first and second zoom buttons to zoom the sub-
ject in or out.

14. The apparatus as claimed in claim 13, wherein:�

the first image button is placed on a rear surface
of the main body, and
the second image button is placed on a front
surface of the main body.

15. An image photographing apparatus, comprising:�

a main body having a camera unit; and
a gripping unit rotatably mounted on the main
body to rotate with respect to the main body such
that a user can control the camera unit at differ-
ent angles of the gripping unit with respect to
the main body

16. The image photographing apparatus of claim 15, fur-
ther comprising: �

operating buttons having same functions dis-
posed at a first location and a second location
on the main body with respect to the gripping
unit.

17. The image photographing apparatus of claim 16,
wherein the user’s hand inserted in the gripping unit
is in one of a first and second positions correspond-
ing to the first and second location, and the buttons
at the first and second location having the same func-
tion are disposed to be controlled by the same finger
of the user’s hand.

18. An image photographing apparatus, comprising:�

a main body having a camera unit;
a gripping unit rotatably mounted on the main
body to rotate with respect to the main body and
to define at least a first and second position on
the main body;
first and second buttons having the same func-
tionality disposed at the first and second posi-
tions, respectively,

wherein a user’s hand inserted in the griping unit can
selectively operate one of the first and second but-
tons without removing his hand from the gripping unit
by rotating his hand with the gripping unit.

19. The image photographing apparatus of claim 18,
wherein the first and second buttons are disposed
within a distance from the gripping unit such that a
user’s hand inserted into the gripping unit controls
the buttons.

20. The image photographing apparatus of claim 19,
wherein the first and second buttons each comprise
at least one of a zoom button, a still image button,
and a motion image button.

21. An image photographing apparatus, comprising:�

a main body;
a rotatable grip mounted on the main body, to
rotate between a first grip position and a second
grip position;
a first manipulation button disposed on the main
body at a position to correspond with the first
grip position; and
a second manipulation button disposed on the
main body at a position to correspond with the
second grip position.

22. The image photographing apparatus of claim 21,
wherein the first and second grip positions corre-
spond to high and low image photographing angles,
respectively.

23. The image photographing apparatus of claim 22,
wherein: �

the first manipulation button comprises:�

a first zoom button to activate a zoom func-
tion, and
a first photograph button to photograph an
image; and

the second manipulation button comprises:�

a second zoom button to activate a zoom
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function, and
a second photograph button to photograph
an image.

24. The image photographing apparatus of claim 23,
wherein each of the first and second photograph but-
tons comprises a still image button to photograph a
still image and a motion image button to photograph
a motion image.

25. The image photographing apparatus of claim 23,
wherein each of the first and second photograph but-
tons can be set to photograph one of a still image
and a motion image.
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