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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Svey Oscar Hawkx-
SON, a citizen of the United States, residing at
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
llinois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Building-Blocks, of which
the following is a specification. :

My invention relates to improvements in
building-blocks; and the object of my improve-
ments is to provide a building-block of im-
proved construction which may be united in a
wall by a new and improved method.

In the drawings, Figurelisa top plan view
of one of my improved building-blocks; Fig.
2, a bottom plan view of same; Fig. 8, a top
plan view of two of my improved building-
blocks; Fig. 4, a top plan view of threeof my
building-blocks occupying the position they
would in a wall; Fig. 5, a cross-sectional view
taken on the line 5 5 of Fig. 4; Fig. 6, a side
view in elevation of a section of a wall con-
taining five of my building-blocks, and Fig.
7 a top plan view of two of my building-
blocks of modified construction.

Referring to the drawings in detail, 1 rep-
resents one of my improved building-blocks,
which are formed in a suitable mold and com.
posed, preferably, of a mixture of plaster-of-
paris and cinders of suitable proportions.
Formed in the top of the block isa longitudi-
nal groove 2, forked at each end. Formed in
the under side of the block is a groove 3,
which is adapted when one block rests upon
two similar blocks, as in Fig. 4, to register
with the grooves 2 in the adjacent ends of the
lower blocks, as indicated by the dotted lines
in Fig. 4. Formed on one end of the block
is a tongue 4, and on the opposite end of the
block is a groove 5, adapted to receive the
tongue of a contiguousblock. Formedinthe
bottom of the groove 5 is an inner groove 6,
which is adapted to form a vertical opening
between the contiguous ends of the blocks.
In Fig. 71 show a portion of this vertical
opening formed in the end of the tongue 4, as
indicated at 4* in the blocks1*. The purpose
of this vertical opening will hereinafter ap-
pear. In the building of a wall with my im-
proved blocks the first tier of same are laid
in the usual manner in which ordinary build-

ing blocks or stones are laid in a wall. There-
after a second tier is laid upon the first tier in
such manner that the ends of the blocks in
the upper tier will be midway of the blocks in
the under tier and so that the grooves in the
under side of the blocks in the upper tier will
register with the grooves 2 in the top of the
blocks in the lower tier. Then a semiliguid
substance composed,. preferably, of the same
materials as the blocks or of cement or the like
is poured into the vertical openings between
the ends of the blocks and runs down into and
fills the said grooves and the vertical open-
ings and thereafter soon hardens and binds
the blocks firmly together. Then the third
and additional tiers are laid in the same man-
ner as the second until the wall is completed.
The grooves 2and Sare preferably made shal-
low midway of the block and gradually deeper
toward the ends of the block, as seen in Fig. 5
and by the dotted lines 2 and 3 in Fig. 6, so
as to assist the flow of the semiliquid from the
vertical opening to the ends of the block there-
below. :

Having thus described my invention, what
I claimas new, and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. As anewarticle of manufacture, a build-
ing-block of cubical form and having in one
end a tongue and in its opposite end a groove
and an inner groove in the bottom of said
tormer groove and provided with grooves in
its opposite faces the grooves of one face com-
municating with the tongue and groove in the
ends of said block.

2. Abuilding-block having its opposite ends
adapted to interlock with an adjacent block
of the same form and having in its opposite
Taces grooves extending longitudinally of said
faces, the grooves of one face being adapted
to coincide with the grooves of the opposite
faces of a similar block superimposed thereon.

3. A building-block having its ends formed
respectively with a tongue and groove, the
grooved end being formed with an inner
groove opening into the outer groove, said
block provided also with longitudinal and ra-
dial grooves in its respective faces the grooves
of one face communicating with the inner
groove in the end of the block and also adapt-
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ed to coincide with the grooves on the oppo- | contiguous ends of the blocks a vertical open- 10
site face of asimilar block superimposed there- | ing adapted to conduet liquid cement or the like
on substantially as set forth. tothe grooves between the blockslaid in tiers.
4. A building-block having grooves in its In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
5 upper and lower faces, and having on one end | presence of two witnesses.

a tongue, and having in its opposite end a SVEN OSCAR HAWKINSON.
groove adapted to receive the tongue of a ‘Witnesses:
contiguous block and having inits bottom an 0. K. TrEco,

inner groove adapted to provide between the F. C. DRAGER.




