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UNITED STATES

PaTENnT OFFICE

JOHN B. ARCHER, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

LETTER-BOX.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 379_,302, dated March 13, 1888.

Application filed September 2, 1886, Serial No. 212,494,

(No model.)

To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, JoEN B. ARCHER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Wash-
ington, in the District of Columbia, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in Let-
ter-Boxes, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description.

My invention relates to letter-boxes, and has
for its object to provide separate compart-
ments therein for papers and letters, together
with independent slotted openings for said
compartments. .

It also has for its object to effect the trans-
fer of the papers from the npper compartment
into the lower or letter compartment simulta-
neously with opening the door of the box,
whereby the removal of the contents of the
said box is facilitated.

The invention eonsists in the construction
and ecombination of the several parts, as will
be hereinafter fully set forth, and pointed out
in the claims.

Reference is had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of this speecification, in
which similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a front elevation of my letter-
box, and Fig. 2 is an end view thereof. Fig.
3 is a central transverse vertical section, and
Fig. 4 is horizontal section, of the same. Fig.
5 is a front elevation of a modified form of my
letter-box, and Fig. 6 is a central transverse
vertical section thereof. ,

A represents a letter-box constructed of any
suitable material and of any desired shape,
preferably, however, of iron, with a rectangu-
lar body baving a semicircular top, and pro-
vided with an open space, «, in the frame
thereof upon one side, which may extend {rom
slightly below the center to the bottom of the
box and from end to end. Thisopenspaceais
adapted to be inelosed by means of a door, B,
properly hinged at one end to the casing and
provided with a suitable loek, 5. The door B
is usually made to extend upward a distance
above the space ¢ to be inclosed thereby and
overlap the casing, which at this point is fur-
nished with a hood, D, adapted to project ab
an angle therefrom downward, for the purpose
of protecting the joint formed by the engage-
ment of the door with the box-casing from the

inelemency of the weather. The said hood D
may be made to extend across the ends of the
box and form a protection, also, for the lower
slotted opening, B, through which the letters
are dropped, which opening is also protected
by the usual hinged cover, e.

The door B, near the top thereof, is provided
with an integral horizontal plate, &', having
one end, %% slightly cut away toward the rear,
adapted, when the door is closed, to extend
transversely within the box from side to side
and end to end,with the exeeption of aslight
space in one corner, caused by reason of the
said cut-away portion #*. The objeet of this
plate B isto form a removable partition within
the box A, whereby the same is divided into
two compartments, F F’, the upper compart-
ment, T, for papers and the lower compart-
ment, I, for letters. The papersare inserted
into the upper compartment, ¥, through a

large slotted opening, f, made for the purpose

at the end of the box,within the upper semi-
cirenlar portion thereof, and in addition to
the usnal hinged cover, f’, a downwardly
and inwardly projecting toothed plate, /7, is
secured within said opening at thelower edge,
which plate effectually prevents the with-
drawal of papers or packages dropped therein,
as illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4.

The lower or letter compartment, ¥, is
usually provided with a detachable box, H,
made of a convenient size to fit therein,which
box H is adapted to receive the letters dropped
through the lower opening, T

When it is desired to remove the confents
of the box, the door B is unlocked, and as the
said door is opened the integral horizontal
plate ¥ is withdrawn from within the box, al-
lowing the papers to fall from above into the
receptacle H, the said receptacle, now contain-
ing both the letters and papers, is removed
from the box andits contentstransferred toany
desired object or convenient receiver.

The receptacle H may be fitted to run in
transverse ways within the bottom of the box,
or be hinged therein to extend at an angle
from said box when withdrawn, as in the
ordinary letter-box now used, if so desired,
ingtead of resting loosely within the box, as
shown.

In Figs. 5 and 6 I show a modified form of
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-my letter-box, which consists in extending the

opening a of the casing upward to the semi-
circular portion of the top, thereby causing
the door B to form one perpendicular side of
the box, and instead of the integral horizontal
door-plate ', I provide an upper detachable
box, H', adapted to slide in transverse waysh,
as a receptacle for the papers. The form
shown, however, in the other figures of the
drawings is preferred. Thus I provide a box
capable of taking packages and letters, and
in which the papers are kept separate from
the letters until their removal is desired, when

. they are caused to drop to the bottom of the

15

20

25

30

35

box on top of the letters, when they are readily
removed togetherand quicklyseparated again
afterward, if necessary.

A great advantage is had in my form of box
over those now in general use, inasmuch as
ample provisionismadefor the receipt of small
packages and large bundles of papers, obviat-
ing the now necessary practice of placing such
bundles and packages on top of theletter-box,
whereby many valuable documents and arti-
cles thus placed are either stolen or lost.

A nother great advantage consists in the ut-
ter impossibility of any person abstracting let-
ters from the lower compartment of the box,
even should they succeed in effecting an en-
trance through the guarded enlarged opening
of the upper compartment, as the horizontal
dividing-plate b forms an effectual barrier be-
tween the upper and lower compartmentsun-
less withdrawnin the proper manner—namely,
by unlocking and opening the door B.

‘What I claim as new, and desire to secure:
by Letters Patent, is—

1. A letter-box divided into an upper com-
partment for papersand alower compartment

- 879,302

for letters by a detachable horizontal plate,
whereby the said compartments are united by
the withdrawal of said plate, together with in-
dependent slotted openings for said compart-
ments, substantially as and for the purpose de-
scribed.

2. A letter-box divided into an upper com-
partment for papersand a lower compartment
for letters, each provided with a separate slot-
ted opening by a detachable horizontal plate
made integral with the hinged door of said box,
whereby the two compartments are united si-
multaneously upon opening the door, substan-
tially as hereinshown and described.

3. A letter-box divided into an upper com-

partment for papers and a lower compartment
for letters, each provided with a separate slot-
ted opening by a detachable horizontal plate
integral with the door of said box, and pro-
vided with a detachable receptacle in the lower
compartment thereof to receiveletters, where-
by upon opening the door the two compart-
ments are united and the papers dropped in
said receptacle with the letters, snbstantially
as herein shown and described.

4. The combination, with a box adapted to
receive letters and papers, having independ-
ent openings f and I in the ends thereof, and
a central hood, D, of the hinged door B, pro-
vided withan integral horizontal plate, b’, hav-
ing a eut-away portion, b* together with the
removable letter-receptacle H, substantially
as shown and deseribed, and for the purpose
herein set forth.

JOHN B. ARCHER.

Witnesses:
CARROLL SPRIG&,
JXO0. P. LAIR.
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