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To all whon, it may conce77: 
Beit known that I, PETER CASOLIN, of New 

York city, in the county and State of New 
York, have invented new and useful Improve 
ments in Musical Instruments, of which the 
following is a full, clear, and exact description. 
My invention relates to certain improve 

ments in musical instruments of that class, 
such as the guitar, which consists of a body 
and a neck attached thereto and provided 
with strings, the object of the improvement 
being to render the instrument more portable 
and to make the same more convenient for 
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attaching and detaching the strings than in 
struments of its class heretofore constructed. 
The invention consists of certain novel con 

structions by which the neck is made sepa 
rable from the body and other novel construc 
tions by which the attachment and removal 
of the strings are facilitated. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in all the views. 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a guitar con 
structed according to my invention. Fig. 2 is 
a longitudinal vertical section taken through 
the instrument at the junction of the neck 
and body. Fig. 3 is a sectional plan view 
taken upon the line 33 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a 
broken end elevation of the body at the point 
where the neck is attached. Fig. 5 is a broken 
top plan view of the plate to which the strings 
are attached and which is itself attached to 
the outer end of the body; and Fig. 6 is a sec 
tion of the same, taken upon the line 6 6 of 
Fig. 5. 
Musical instruments of that class resem 

bling the guitar, which consists of a body and 
a neck attached thereto, are very inconvenient 
for transportation by reason of their peculiar 
shape. My invention has as one object the 
construction of instruments of this class so 
that their necks may be readily separable 
from the body in order that the instrument 
may be packed into a case of more convenient 
size than the ordinary case and so that the 
neck may be readily and securely attached 
to the body when the instrument is to be used. 

In the drawings I have shown the improve 
ment as applied to a guitar and Will so de 
scribe it, although it will be readily under 

stood that my invention may be applied to 
any other musical instrument having the same 
characteristics of construction - namely, a 
body and a neck over which strings are 
stretched. 
The body A of the guitar is of ordinary 

construction, except that at the point where 
the neck is attached a recess A'is formed in 
the block, which is usually placed at this point 
for strengthening the body, said recess being 
made of such an outline as to receive the end 
of the neck therein and to form a close union 
there with. This recess in the end of the body 
is preferred as making a better and more se 
cure attachment, although it is not strictly 
considered an essential. 
At the bottom of the recess A'is Secured a 

plate D, said plate having a number of Ver 
tical slots d therein. As shown in the draw 
ings, three of these slots are used, the center 
one extending to a much greater depth than 
the others. The plate D should preferably 
have a rearward extension D", forming cham 
bers immediately back of the slots d and con 
nected to that portion of the plate D between 
the slots by Webs, so as to support the bars 
E, hereinafter described, firmly. The end of 
the neck B is also provided with a plate hav 
ing webs e extending vertically thereon and 
adapted to enter the slots din the plate D and 
to form a Snug fit therein. These webs ter 
minate in bars E, which, as shown in the draw 
ings, are square in cross-section, although 
they may be made of any form found desir 
able. The bars E engage with the inner side 
of the plate D and hold the neck B and plate 
D firmly together. The lower end of the cen 
tral or longer of the bars E is provided with 
a threaded hole adapted to receive the end of 
a bolt F, which passes through the lower side 
of the body and is adapted to enter said hole 
and press the parts together, so as to prevent 
them from being separated. 
The plate C, which carries the frets, ordi 

narily extends over the upper surface of the 
guitar-body. In such cases this plate will be 
divided at the point of junction of body and 
neck and hinged thereto by a hinge C", which 
will permit its swinging downward against 
the end of the neck when the neck is sepa 
rated from the body. When the neck and 
body are secured together, this swinging sec 
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tion C will lie upon the upper surface of the 
body, and if the hinge is placed immediately 
beneath one of the frets the fact that it is 
hinged will not be noticeable. By this means 
it is a simple matter to Separate Or attach the 
neck and body when desired, and the attach 
ment, when made, is as firm as that Of the Or 
dinary guitar. It will have no influence what 
ever upon the tones of the instrument, and 
by reason of the neck being Separable from 
the body it may be packed into a case of much 
less size, which will be easier to transport than 
the ordinary guitar-case and will present a 
much better appearance. The shape of the 
case will be square, and it Will be impossible 
for any one to tell whether there is a musical 
instrument in the case or the case is used to 
contain clothing. 
In using an instrument of this class having 

a detachable neck it is necessary to provide 
Some means by which the strings may be read 
ily attached to or detached from the body of 
the instrument. This is secured by means of 
the device shown in detail in Figs. 5 and 6, 
which device consists of a plate G, having 
means provided for securing the strings there 
to and pivoted by a rod K' to a plate K, which 
is permanently secured to the end of the gui 
tar-body. This rod K'is threaded at One end 
l, and is screwed into a threaded hole in a cor 
responding portion of the plate IX. By un 
screwing this rod K' the plate G may be read 
ily removed with the strings thereto and the 
strings be secured in place by wrapping them 
about the neck or disposing them in any other 
convenient manner. 
The plate K is constructed so as to allow 

also for the convenient removal of any one 
of the strings desired. The strings are se 
cured to the plate by having a knot formed 
in one end thereof and passing the String 
through a holeg, formed in the plate. These 
holes g have narrow slots g' connecting there 
with and extending in the direction of the 
strings. After the string has been placed in 
the hole g it is drawn into the slot and can 
not be pulled out of the same, the knot which 
was formed upon the string being of Sufficient 
size to prevent it from passing through the 
hole g. The strings are then more firmly se 
cured in place by means of the sliding plate 
I, which is mounted upon the plate G and 
adapted to slide over the holes g. This plate 
is provided with a slot I" and is clamped upon 
the plate G by means of the thumb-nut J, the 

bolt of which passes through the slot I". The 
plate is also provided with a cross-bar II, 
which has the slots g' formed therein and 
which furnish a stop for the plate I. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. A musical instrument, having a separa 
ble body and neck, the body having a recess 
with sloping or converging sides opening to 
one side of the body and adapted to receive 
the similarly-shaped end of the neck, a plate 
located at the bottom of Said recess and hav 
ing slots extending to the open edge of said 
receSS, a plate on the end of the neck, and 
bars attached to Said plate by WebS and 
adapted to fit in the slots in the plate at the 
bottom of the recess, Substantially as de 
Scribed. 

2. A musical instrument, having a separa 
ble body and neck, the body having a recess 
With sloping or converging sides opening to 
One side of the body and adapted to receive 
the similarly-shaped end of the neck, a plate 
located at the bottom of Said recess and hav 
ing slots extending to the open edge of said 
recess, a plate on the end of the neck, bal's 
attached thereto by Webs and adapted to ?it 
in the slot in the plate at the bottom of the 
receSS, One of said bars having a threaded 
hole in its ends, and a bolt mounted in the 
body and entering said threaded bar, sub 
stantially as described. 

3. A musical instrument, having a neck 
and body, said neck being separable from the 
body, and a plate pivoted to the neck at its 
end and extending over the body when in 
use, or folded down against the end of the 
neck, as the parts are connected or separated, 
said plate carrying a portion of the frets, sub 
stantially as described. 

4. A fastening for the strings of musical 
instruments, comprising a plate having a se 
ries of holes therethrough and a narrow slot 
extending from each hole and adapted to re 
ceive the Strings, and a plate mounted to slide 
upon the first plate and adapted to cover 
or free said holes, and means for clamping 
the two plates together, substantially as de 
Scribed. 

PETER, CASOLIN. 
Witnesses: 

GEORGE JACOB, 
JOHN J. DONNELLY. 
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