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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
PAUL MÜLLER, I OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 

ToY BUILDING-BILocK. 

1,132,385. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Feb. 22, 1916. 
Application filed. November 12, 1915. Serial No. 60,999. 

Be it known that I, PAUL MÜLLER, a citi 
zen of Germany, and a resident of New York 
To all uchom, it may concern: 

have inve?ted certain new and useful Im 
provements in i Toy Building - Blocks, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to a toy building 

block of novel construction, by means of 
which, children can put up toy buildings 
and other structures in a substantial and in 
structive manner. 

In the accompanying drawing: Figure 1 
is a perspective view of the corner of a toy 
building. constructed of blocks embodying 
my invention: Fig. 2 a section on line 2—2, Fig. 1, and Fig. 3 a cross section through 
one of the blocks, with the screw omitted. 
The block 1 constructed according to my 

invention, is of oblong or other form, and 
may be made of wood or other material. 
Through the body of the block there extends 
from top to bottom, a plurality of parallel 
bore holes 2, three of such holes being shown. 
Each of these holes is open at both ends, and 
is furnished along its entire length with an 
inner screw thread 3, of coarse pitch. With 
in hole 2, there is adapted to be loosely ac 
commodated, a grub screw 4, of correspond 
ing pitch, the nicked head 5 of which is of a 
size to snugly fit the hole, so that the screw 
may be countersunk to any extent desired. 
Each screw should, however, be considerably 
shorter than the hole that receives the same, 
so that a clearance may be formed at either 
end of the screw within the hole. 

In use, a course of blocks 1 is laid down, 
and then a second course is superimposed in 
such a manner, that the holes of the upper 
course register with those of the lower 
course. A screw is now driven through the 
hole of the upper block until it passes with 
its barrel across the joint between the courses 
and penetrates a distange into the hole of 
the lower block, so that in this way the two 
blocks become firmly united while a clearance 
is formed in the upper hole, above the head 
of the screw. After the third course has 

been laid, a screw is similarly driven through 
the block of this course, to pass across the 

w · , v · joint between courses three and two, into the 
city, in the county and State of New York, upper clearance of the hole in course 2. In 

this way, the structure is carried to its 
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completion, additional screws being driven. 
into the clearance of the top course, the heads 
of which will be flush with the surface of said 
course, so as to provide a neat finish. 
When the structure is to be dismantled, 

the screws are withdrawn to an extent only 
which is sufficient to relinquish their hold, 
so that they remain housed within the holes 
in which they are countersunk. In this way, 

. the screws will remain a permanent adjunct 
to the block, and are not liable to become lost. - 

It will be seen that the erection or taking 
down of the toy structure will consume con 
siderable time, and compel the child to use 
patience while at the same time, requiring the 
exercise - of mechanical i skill and industry. 
The structure after being finished, will be so 
thoroughly united in all of its parts that it 
may be freely carried about or used for a 
variety of games. The screws not only serye 
as invisible attaching means, but they Will 
not swell up, stick or break so that the device 
will enjoy a long life, even when Subject to 
rough treatment. w 

I claim : . M 1. A toy building block provided with a 
threaded hole extending completely there. 
through, and of a grub screw engaging Said 
hole and adapted to be countersunk therein, 
the length of the screw being less than the 
length of the hole, so that a clearanic? is 
adapted to be formed above said Screw With 
in said hole. 2. A toy comprising a plurality of Super 
posed blocks having allined threaded holes extending therethrough from top to bottom, 
and a plurality of countersunk grub, Screws 
that engage the threads of adjoining holes at 
the junction between the blocks, while a 
clearance is formed between the Several 
SCAreWS. 
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