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To all will on it n-?tly conce77. - 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. H. DYE, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Minne 
apolis, in the county of Hennepin and State 
of Minnesota, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Trucks; and I do de 
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex 
act description of the invention, such as will 
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same. 
This invention has relation to an improve 

ment in hand-trucks; and it has for its object 
to SO construct a truck that its platform and 
any Weight of article placed thereon may be 
quickly and conveniently elevated to a posi 
tion to be delivered into a wagon or other 
means of conveyance, the parts of the truck 
being SO arranged that they will become en 
gaged and disengaged with each other by the 
manipulation of the handles and a foot-lever, 
SO that a single person may control the whole 
device and lift great weights without much 
exertion. 
The invention will be fully understood from 

the following description and claims, when 
taken in connection with the annexed draw 
ings, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my in 
proved truck, showing the platform in an ele 
vated position and parts broken away to bet 
ter illustrate the relative arrangement of some 
of the parts. Fig. 2 is a side view showing 
the parts folded and the handle partly broken 
a Way, and Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a 
part of the brace or locking-bar with the 
tripping-lever and guide-loop in position. 

Referring by letter to said drawings, A in 
dicates the platform of the truck. This plat 
form is of a general rectangular form and 
preferably composed of the two longitudinal 
beams a. a. and the cross beams or bars b, al 
though any other suitable construction might 
be employed. This platform is supported on 
a forward section B and a rear section C. 
These sections are hinged ol' pivoted at their 
upper ends to the platform, and are connected 
at their lower ends by tie-rods D in such a 
manner that the folding or unfolding move 
ment of one section will cause the other sec 
tion to move in a corresponding direction. 

I have illustrated the forward section B as 
having its side beams hinged at their upper 
ends to the forward ends of the beams Ct of 
the platform by means of hinges c, and the 
upper ends of the rear section C are pivotally 
connected to said beams by means of a trans 
verse rod d, although both lnay be connected 
by a rod or hinges, as found most desirable. 
The opposite ends of the rods D may be coll 
nected with the sections l8 and C by means of 
screw-eyes e or the like, and the section C is 
mounted on wheels or rollers E by means of 
a suitable axlef. 
F indicates depending arms or hangel's, 

which are pivoted at their upper ends to the 
forward cross-bar b of the platform, and are 
pivotally connected at their lower ends to the 
forward end of a brace-bar G, to be presently 
described, and pivoted to the hinged hangers 
F is a bail or loop H, of stout wire or other 
suitable material, which is designed to fix the 
position of the hangers with respect to the 
brace-bar G. The brace-bar G, which is piV 
oted at its forward end to the lower end of the 
pivoted or hinged hanger, is provided on its 
upper side and at a sufficient distance from 
its forward end with notches g, which are de 
signed to receive the cross-branch of the bail 
II in fixing the position of said brace-bar with 
the hangers. This brace-bar is also provided 
on its under side, near its opposite end and 
at suitable intervals, with cleats or straps l, 
so shaped as to take over a cross-rod I con 
necting the hand-levers, and prevent the back 
ward movement of said bar on the rod. The 
rod I secures the handle IK to the roller or 
wheel section C, and said handles are also 
connected with said section at an intermediate 
point by means of straps L. 

MI indicates a trip-lever, which assumes a 
position on one side of the brace-bar G and 
has its forwardend pivoted thereto at Such a 
point with respect to the notches g that by 
manipulating said lever the bail H may be 
thrown out of the notches when it is desirable 
to let down the platform. The brace-bar is 
provided near its rear end with a vertically 
disposed loop N, designed to guide the trip 
lever, and said lever has its rear end extend 
ing sufficiently beyond the rear end of the 
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brace-bar to permit the same being manipu 
lated by the foot of the operator while his 
hands are employed at the levers or handles K. 
In operation it will be seen that when it is 

desirable to let down the platform to receive 
a load the operator first grasps the handles K 
and then with his foot raises the projected 
end of the trip-lever M. This will cause the 
bail H to be raised out of or disengaged from 
the notches g in the brace-bar, and by lifting 
the rear lug or cleath from engagement with 
the rod I both of the sections B and C and 
also hangers F may be allowed to fold in the 
position shown in Fig. 2, and thereby lower 
the platform. To elevate the platform, it is 
simply necessary to raise the handles and 
push forward the brace-bar. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim is 
1. In an elevating-truck, the combination, 

with a movableplatform, of supporting-frames 
hinged at opposite ends thereof and connected 
at their lower ends by rods or the like, a piv 
oted hanger at one end of the platform, a bail 
pivoted to the hanger and a brace-bar pivoted 
at one end to the lower end of the hanger and 
having notches on its upper side to receive 
said bail, and a trip-lever pivoted to the brace 
bar and adapted to release the bail from the 
notches in Said bar, the brace-bar being also 
adapted to engage the handle-frame or levers, 
Substantially as specified. 

2. A platform supported on hinged sections, 
in combination with handles secured to one 
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of the sections, a brace-bar pivotally con 
nected at one end to the platform and its op 
posite end adapted to adjustably engage the 
handle-frame, a bail adapted to fix one end of 
the brace-bar with respect to the platform, 
and a suitable tripping device for disengag 
ing the bail from the brace-bar, substantially 
as specified. 

3. The combination, with the platform, of a 
forward supporting-section hinged at its up 
per end to said platform, a rear Supporting 
section mounted on wheels and hinged OrpiV 
oted at its upper end to the platform, han 
dles secured to the rear supporting-section at 
one end and connected at an intermediate 
point to said section by straps, the rods con 
necting the lower end of said supporting-Sec 
tions, the brace-bar having its under side 
adapted to engage the cross round or rod of 
the handle-frame, the hangers pivotally con 
necting the forward end of the brace-bar with 
the forward portion of the platform, a bail 
pivoted at one end to the hangers and its op 
posite end adapted to engage notches in the 
brace-bar, a trip-lever pivoted on one side of 
the brace-bar, and the guide-loop for said le 
versecured to the brace-bar, substantially as 
specified. - 
In testimony whereof affix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
WILLIAM. H. DYE, 

Witnesses: 
D. D. WEBSTER, 
TD. I. SHERBURN. 
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